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As we return to our study in the book of Revelation, rememberΧ who it is that 
opens the seals of the scrollΧit is the Lamb (Jesus Christ)Χ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǎƭŀƛƴΧ ŀƴŘ 
who now lives forever. 
 
RememberΧ the Lamb όWŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘύΧ  who was slain is the Ruler of heaven and 
earth. 
And in this present time, he rules in the midst of his enemies. 
The Triune God has purposefully chosen to carry on his mission of rescue in this 
context. 
 
RememberΧ it is the Lamb όWŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘύΧ  who directs the flow of history in 
order to bring about the good purposes of the Father. 
 
RememberΧΦ as each of the first four seals were opened by the Lamb (Jesus 
/ƘǊƛǎǘύΧ  the four living creatures, each in turn, said in a voice like thunder, 
ά/ƻƳŜΗέ 
 
RememberΧ the four living creatures are angelic beings, who represent the 
creation, and here in Revelation 6, they give voice to ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ cry to beΧ 

 
Χ by speaking in a voice like thunder, ά/ƻƳŜΧ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΦέ 
 
What the creation and the church eagerly anticipate is that moment when, as 
wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ммΥмр ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
[ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊΦέ 
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wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΧǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŜŜƳΦ 
There is more to reality than what we can see, hear, touch, taste and smell. 
The book of Revelation reveals this more to the reader. 
 
RememberΧ the emphasis made through the visionΧ of the seven seals, the 
seven trumpets and the seven bowls. 

 
Tom Wright says, άThe reader is given three different angles of vision on the same 
ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦέ p.63.  
 
What is that highly complex reality? 
It is the surprising manner by which God has chosen to operate in this fallen 
world.  
 
The vision of the ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǳǊ ǎŜŀƭǎΧǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ four horse riders who go out 
into the world, gives ǳǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
passage. 



4 
 

 
 
Wars, rumors of wars, nation rising against nation, famines, and earthquakes are 
what? 
ά¢ƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΧέ 
²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
passage. 
 
The first rider  

 
What are we told about this rider? Read v.2. 
He rides a white horse. 
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He holds a bow. 
He was given a crown. 
He rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest. 
 
Revelation 19:11 portrays Jesus riding a white horse. 
Is this first rider Jesus? 
I believe carefully looking at the scripture will help us answer this question. 
 
There are significant differences between the rider of chapter six and the rider of 
chapter nineteen. 

 
Look again at Revelation 6:1. 
 
Where is the Lamb when he opens the first seal? 
Look back at 5:6a. 
As Jesus opened the seal he is in heaven, at the center of the throne. 
 
Where is the Lamb when he opens the remaining six seals? 
Has he moved? 
No, he is still at the center of the throne. 
 
The Lamb remains in heaven, while each rider goes out into the earth. 
If the first rider is not Jesus, then who is he? 
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Albert Barnes writes:  
In the triumphs granted by the Romans to their victorious generals, after a 
procession composed of musicians, captured princes, spoils of battle, etc.,  
came the conqueror himself, seated on a high chariot drawn by four white horses, 
robed in purple, and wearing a wreath of laurel. 
https://www.studylight.org/commentary/revelation/6-2.html 
 
With this understanding, we see represented in the white horse and its rider a 
regular feature of human historyΧ that of kings and nations bent on conquest. 
 
Look again at v.2 ς what was the rider given? 

 
He was given a crown. 
Who gave him the crown? 
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Verse 2 ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǎŀȅ. 
Is there other Scripture that would help us clarify? 
Romans 13:1: 

 
 
This ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ YƛƴƎ bŜōǳŎƘŀŘƴŜȊȊŀǊΧ 

 
When God entrusts a person with leadership, they are faced with a choice in how 
they will exercise that leadership - in a God honoring way, or to build their own 
kingdom. 
 
In the case of Nebuchadnezzar, as the years went by, he came to believe that 
what had been given to him from God, had actually come about because of his 
own doing. 
His prideful thoughts are recorded in Daniel 4:30 ς  
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Nebuchadnezzar came to a point where he truly believed his own press releases; 
where he made everything about Babylon about himself. 
This is why God brought judgement upon Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon. 

 
What God told Nabuchadnezzer ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΧ άIŜŀǾŜƴ ǊǳƭŜǎΦέ 
Heaven is in charge! 
 
In the case of Babylon, though it once was an incredible kingdom and empire, 
because of sinful pride it now lies in ruins. 
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What happened with .ŀōȅƭƻƴΧ in lesser and greater ways has happened with all 
nations of the world. 
Acts 17:26 also describes the ways of God when it comes to the nations of the 
world. 

 
 
God gives every nation an opportunity to make the world a better place. 
And every nation, even those who begin well, even those who initially accomplish 
good things, at some point choose the way of conquest. 
 
And the pursuit of conquest, always results in what the remaining three riders of 
Revelation 6 bring upon the earth. 
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The second rider  

 
What are we told about this rider? Read v.3-4. 
He rides a fiery red horse. 
He was given two things. 

¶ A large sword. 

¶ Power to take peace from the earth and to make people kill each other. 
This rider follows closely behind the rider bent on conquest. 
With the sword he sheds blood as he brings war upon the earth. 
 
Artists and students of history confirm what Eugene Peterson says: 

p.74. 
We wish it were not so. 
But sadly, the past century alone confirms this statement. 
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Quora.com on its website lists the major wars and conflicts of the past century. 
 

 
 

 


