Revelation'6:1-8
The Horsemen of the Apocalypse

Sooke Baptist Church, Sunday, January 10, 2021
9am, Facebook Live Stream; Noon, YouTube

- .+ " Sooke Baptist Church
.00 Sunday, January 10, 2021

_ 9am, Facebook Live Stream; Noon, YouTube
a -~

REVELATION
6:1=8



As we return to our study in the book of RevelatimembeX who it is that
opens the seals of the scréit isthe Lami(Jesus Chrisg K2 gl a aftl Ay X
who now lives forever.

RemembeX the Lamtd WS & dzd whdwid skaiid is the Ruler of heaven and
earth.

And in this presentime, herules in the midst of his enemies.

The Triune God has purposefully chosen to carry on his mission of rescue in this
context.

RemembeX it isthe Lambo WS & dz&d whddXtsittie Gloxv of historyn
orderto bring about thegood purposes of the Father.

RemembeX @s each othe first four seals were opened by the Lafdesus
/ K N theifaudiving creatureseach in turnsaid in a voice like thunder,
G/ 2YSHE

RemembeX the four living creatureare angelic beingsyho represent the
creation,and herein Revelation 6they givevoiceto O NB | Trit@ e &

Romans 8:19-22

For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of
God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration,
not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected
it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its

bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the
children of God. We know that the whole creation has been
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.

X by speaking in a voice like thundér/ 2 X[S2 NR WS & dza ¢ ¢

Whatthe creation and the church eagemticipateisthat momentwhen, as
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WSYSYOSNXGKAY3IaA NS y20 a GKSY aSSvyo
There is more to reality than what we caee, hear, touch, taste and smell.
The book of Revelation reveals this more to the reader.

RemembeX the emphasis madthroughthe visiorX of the seven sealghe
seven trumpets anthe seven bowls.
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Tom Wright saygjThe reader igiventhree different angles of vision on the same
KAIKte O2YR8MSE NBIFfAOE ©E

What is that highly complex reality?

It is the surprisingnannerby whichGodhas chosen t@perate in this fallen
world.

The visionof th& A NE G F 2 dzNJ & S olrdnotse Kdsrsvilbigddu y 2 F
into the world,givesdzd dzy RSNR GO YRAYy3 2F D2RQA o1 &a
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passage.



Matthew 24:3-8

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to
him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what
will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?"4 Jesus
answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 3 For many will
come in my name, claiming, 'l am the Messiah, and will deceive
many. ®You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that
you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still
to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various
places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.

Wars, rumors of warsjation rising against nation, famines, and earthquakes are
what?
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passage.

The first rider

THE
WHITE
HORSE

i

What are we told about this ridefRead v.2.
Heridesa white horse.




Heholdsa bow.
He was given a crown.
He rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.

Revelation 19:1portrays Jesusading a white horse
Isthisfirst rider Jesus?
| believe carefully looking at the scripture will help us answer this question.

There aresignificant differences between the rider of chapter six #melrider of
chapter nineteen.

e The rider in chapter six is given a crown.
The rider in chapter nineteen has on his head many crowns.

e The rider in chapter six is said to be bent on conquest.
The rider in chapter nineteen goes out to enact God's justice.

e The weapon of the rider in chapter six is a bow.
The rider in chapter nineteen has a sword coming out of his mouth.

e The rider in chapter six is unnamed.
The rider in chapter nineteen is identified as “the Word of God,” and the
*King of Kings and Lord of Lords."

e The rider in chapter six goes out, into the world... on his own.
The rider in chapter nineteen is accompanied by the armies of heaven.

Look again at Revelation 6:1.

Where is the Lamb when he opens ftirst seal?
Look back at 5:6a.
As Jesus opened the sealiben heavenat the center othe throne.

Where is the Lamb when he opens the remaining six seals?
Hashe moved?
No, he is still at the center of the throne

The Lamb remains in heaven, while each rider goes out into the earth.
If the first rider is not Jesus, then who is he?



Albert Barnes writes:

In the triumphs granted by the Romans to their victorious generals, after a
procession composed of musicians, captured princes, spoils of battle, etc.,

came the conqueror himself, seated on a high chariot drawn by four white horses,

robed in purple, and wearing a wreath of laurel.
https://www.studylight.org/commentary/revelation/62.html

With this understanding, weee represented in the white horse and its rider
regular feature of human histo¥/that of kings and nations bent on conest.

Look again at v.2 what wasthe ridergiven?

He was given a crown.
Who gave him the crown?



Verse R2Say Qi RANBOGfe& al &
Is there other Scripture that would help us clarify?
Romans 13:1:

Romans 13:1

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities,
for there is no authority except that which God has
established. The authorities that exist have been
established by God.

Thiskd& O2yaAraidSyid ¢gA0K ¢gKIG 51yAaASt alAR

Daniel 2:37-38

The God of heaven has given you
dominion and power

and might and glory;

in your hands

_he has placed all mankind
and the beasts of the field

and the birds in the sky.
Nherever they live, he had made you
ruler over them all.

When God entrusts a person with leadership, they are faced with a choice in how
they will exercisghat leadership-in a God honoring way, or to build their own
kingdom.

In the case of Nebuchadnezzas,the years went byne came to believe that

what had been given to him from God, had actually come about because of his
own doing

His prideful thoughts@ recorded in Daniet:30¢



“Is not this the =3
great Babylon

| have built

as the royal

residence,

by my mighty
power and for
the glory of
my majesty?”

Nebuchadnezzar came to a point wherethdy beli\ed his own press releases
where he made everything about Babylon about himself.
This is whysod broughjudgement upon Nebuchadnezzand Babylon.

WhatGodtold Nabuchadnezzek &  NHzS &Yy SFOSYy i NME S X o ¢
Heaven is in charge!

In the case oBabylon though itoncewas an incredible kingdom and empire,
because of sinful pridié now lies in ruins.



What happened with | 0 € fin2egs&r and greater ways$f happened with all
nations of the world.

Acts 17:2@lsodescribes the ways of God when it comes to the nations of the
world.

Acts 17:26-27

26 From one man he made all the nations, that
they should inhabit the whole earth; and he
marked out their appointed times in history and

the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so
that they would seek him and perhaps reach out
for him and find him, though he is not far from

any one of us.

w. b

God gives every naticem opportunityto make the world a better place.
And every nation, even those who begvell, eventhosewho initially accomplish
good thingsat some point choosthe way ofconquest

And the pursuit of conquesglwaysresults in what the remaining three rideo$
Revelation éring upon the earth.



The second rider

He rides diery red horse
He was given two things.
1 A large sword.
1 Power to take peace from the earth and to make people kill each other.
This riderfollows closely behind the rider bent on conquest.
With the sword hesheds blood as hlerings warupon the earth

Artists and students of history confirm what Eugene Peterson says:

“Wa; is the human eondition.” &
Eugene Peterson

We wish it were not so.
But sadly, the past century alone confirthss statement.
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Quora.conon its website listthe major wars and conflicts of the past century.
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