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Last week we endeavored to provide a ōƛǊŘΩǎ eye view of chapter 8-11 and focused in on 
three apocalyptic symbols used in chapter 8 - the number seven which has been used 
before in other chapters, the trumpets blown by seven angels and the fraction 1/3. 
 
Today we will focus on the details pertaining to the sounding of the first four trumpets. 
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The plagues which happened with the blowing of the first five trumpets, deliberately 
point the reader back to the time of Exodus ς when God through Moses and Aaron 
released 10 plagues upon Pharoah and the nation of Egypt. 
 

¶ The Egyptian plagues demonstrated the sovereign power of God. 

¶ Through the plagues God brought judgment upon all the gods of Egypt ς  
see Exodus 12:12 ς revealing them to be as nothing. 

¶ Through them the Egyptians were held accountable for the wrong they had done 
to the Hebrew people. 

¶ The plagues ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦ 
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¶ Because of the plagues the Hebrews plundered the Egyptians ς and were finally 
paid in full and more for the labor which they had been forced to give to the 
Egyptians. 

¶ Through the plagues ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ tƘŀǊƻŀƘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ς 
his fickleness, his treachery, his propensity to lie. 

¶ The plagues gave opportunity for any to come and join themselves to Yahweh and 
his people ς which, by the way many did, Exodus 12:38. 

 
In the last daysΧ what God did in EgyptΧ he will do on a global scale. 
 
First trumpet. 
This plague points the reader back to the seventh Egyptian plague - Exodus 9:22-26. 

 

 
The first trumpet also connects to what the prophet Joel said, which Peter referenced as 
he spoke to a great crowd on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:17-21. 
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With the sounding of the first trumpetΧ there comes from heaven disaster which 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΧ which results in famineΧ and mankind can do nothing to 
stop this plague. 
 
But remember - the fraction 1/3 emphasizes DƻŘΩǎ mercy and the opportunityΧ 
provided by himΧ to mankindΧ to repent. 
 
Second Trumpet 
This plague and the next points the reader back to the first Egyptian plague ς Exodus 
7:19-21. 
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With ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘǊǳƳǇŜǘΧ there comes from heaven disaster which  
impacts the natural worldΧ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƴŜΧ and there is nothing mankind can do 
to stop this plague. 
 
But remember - ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ мκо ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΧ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ƘƛƳΧ ǘƻ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΧ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΦ 
 
Third Trumpet 
gotquestions.org says, 
The ǿƻǊŘ άǿƻǊƳǿƻƻŘέ was a well-ƪƴƻǿƴ ōƛǘǘŜǊ ƘŜǊōΧ mentioned only here in the New 
Testament, but it appears eight times in the Old Testament, each time associated with 
bitterness, poison and death.  https://www.gotquestions.org/wormwood.html 


