Last week we endeavored to provide a bird’s eye view of chapter 8-11 and focused in on
three apocalyptic symbols used in chapter 8 - the number seven which has been used
before in other chapters, the trumpets blown by seven angels and the fraction 1/3.
Today we will focus on the details pertaining to the sounding of the first four trumpets.
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The plagues which happened with the blowing of the first five trumpets, deliberately
point the reader back to the time of Exodus – when God through Moses and Aaron
released 10 plagues upon Pharoah and the nation of Egypt.
• The Egyptian plagues demonstrated the sovereign power of God.
• Through the plagues God brought judgment upon all the gods of Egypt –
see Exodus 12:12 – revealing them to be as nothing.
• Through them the Egyptians were held accountable for the wrong they had done
to the Hebrew people.
• The plagues were a part of God’s rescue of his people from their slavery.
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• Because of the plagues the Hebrews plundered the Egyptians – and were finally
paid in full and more for the labor which they had been forced to give to the
Egyptians.
• Through the plagues the hardness of Pharoah’s heart was exposed for all to see –
his fickleness, his treachery, his propensity to lie.
• The plagues gave opportunity for any to come and join themselves to Yahweh and
his people – which, by the way many did, Exodus 12:38.
In the last days… what God did in Egypt… he will do on a global scale.
First trumpet.
This plague points the reader back to the seventh Egyptian plague - Exodus 9:22-26.

The first trumpet also connects to what the prophet Joel said, which Peter referenced as
he spoke to a great crowd on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:17-21.
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With the sounding of the first trumpet… there comes from heaven disaster which
impacts the natural world… which results in famine… and mankind can do nothing to
stop this plague.
But remember - the fraction 1/3 emphasizes God’s mercy and the opportunity…
provided by him… to mankind… to repent.
Second Trumpet
This plague and the next points the reader back to the first Egyptian plague – Exodus
7:19-21.
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With the sounding of the second trumpet… there comes from heaven disaster which
impacts the natural world… also causing famine… and there is nothing mankind can do
to stop this plague.
But remember - the fraction 1/3 emphasizes God’s mercy and the opportunity…
provided by him… to mankind… to repent.
Third Trumpet
gotquestions.org says,
The word “wormwood” was a well-known bitter herb… mentioned only here in the New
Testament, but it appears eight times in the Old Testament, each time associated with
bitterness, poison and death. https://www.gotquestions.org/wormwood.html
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With the sounding of the third trumpet… there comes from heaven disaster which
impacts the natural world… causing famine….and again… there is nothing mankind can
do to stop this plague.
But remember - the fraction 1/3 emphasizes God’s mercy and the opportunity…
provided by him… to mankind… to repent.
Fourth Trumpet
This plague points the reader back to the ninth Egyptian plague…

This disaster comes from heaven… and impacts the natural world… and mankind can do
nothing to stop it.
But remember - the fraction 1/3 emphasizes God’s mercy and the opportunity…
provided by him… to mankind… to repent.
There are three questions we need to ask in order to have a clear understanding of
Revelation 8 and what it is teaching the reader.
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Revelation 8:13 answer this question – “the inhabitants of the earth.”
This phrase is used six other times in chapters 6-11.
It was used in the question asked by the martyrs of chapter six.

And then five more times in Revelation 9 and 11.

.
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What is God communicating through his warnings to mankind?
In the spiritual realm… there is no neutral ground.
Jesus said…

C.S. Lewis wrote…

If one is not with God, then one by default… is with the ‘serpent.’
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What Oswald Chambers said can be framed as a question that is relevant to every
person – whose are you???
When Jesus appears… and all answer to God for what they have done with their life…
the answer to this question will be of utmost important.

There are three possibilities.

After

1.
Jesus appears.
But according to what Jesus himself said in Matthew 24…

… all these things…. happen before his appearing.
This also is what Joel prophesied…

9

As

2.
Jesus is appearing.
But the partial nature of the plagues as evidenced by the fraction 1/3 and then 5 months
with the sixth plague, do not leave this option as a possibility.

Before

3.
Jesus appears.
Tom Wright says this, “The long process of catastrophic events is meant to function as
warnings to those who live on earth… who live as though there were no heaven, or as
though, if heaven were there, it was irrelevant.” p.84
Darryl Johnson writes, “The harsh realities of history sound the alarm to
humanity…’something is seriously wrong.’” p.195
Johnson adds this: Just as the seals of the scroll of history are being broken open now,
so the trumpets are also being sounded now.
The seals provide the perspective of how the church is being impacted in the last days,
and the trumpets provide the perspective of how the world is being impacted in the last
days. p.196
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It is a tendency of human nature… infected by sin… to dismiss one’s accountability to
God as the Creator and Judge of all the earth.
But the message of the Bible is that God “will not indulge mankind’s inattention. He will
be taken seriously.” EP, p.99.
Eugene Peterson writes,

What we see happen with the sounding of trumpets one to four…. are natural forces
“…let loose, so that they no longer operate in their intended ways…” DJ, p.197… and the
distress and the pain they bring upon humanity when this happens.
It is at the initiative of God that the trumpets sound.
The things that happen are caused by him.
C.S. Lewis provides remarkable insight as to why God intervenes in such drastic ways.
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Why does God confront humanity’s pride as he does?
Because sinful pride causes humanity to be enamored with itself; to trust in human
ingenuity and creativity.
The trumpets unleash natural events which cannot be managed or controlled.
The sheer magnitude and scope of the plagues announced by the sounding of the first
four trumpets overwhelms human capability to solve.
Think of it… can we stop…

…a heat wave…
Can we control, let alone, change…

… the path of a hurricane…

…or a tornado?
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Can we stop…

…an earthquake…
or a tsunami…

Can we stop…

… drought?
Can we redirect…

… the jet stream?
Can we stop…

… a glacier from melting?
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Can we stop…

…the sea level from rising?
Can we make the ocean currents move…

Even now, our culture, in order to avoid recognizing the Creator, believes if we go green,
if we don’t use oil, if we stop using plastic, etc., etc., etc., we can reverse the
unprecedented climate changes happening right now.
Hear me please – don’t tune out…. God created human beings to steward the earth.
We are to responsibly care for the creation and not abuse it.
We should embrace sustainable practices… and reduce, reuse and recycle.
But based on what we have read this morning in the Revelation, we must consider the
truth revealed in Scripture… that climate crisis, though humans bear responsibility and
need to make changes… ultimately is happening because of God.
Is God sovereign or is he not?
Is the earth and all in it, not his?
Is he in control or is something or someone else in charge?
In the sounding of the trumpets God is warning… in order to shake awake, many people
in the nations of this world… that they might come to their senses, repent and return
home to him through faith in his Savior?
This is God’s world.
It works God’s way, or it doesn’t work.
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The testimony of history is that when a person, when a community, when a nation
comes to the end of itself… when they in desperation cry out to God… this is when and
where they encounter the surprising, remarkable grace of God… grace that is greater
than sin… grace that saves, as the King James Version says, to the uttermost, or as the
NIV says, completely.
Martin Luther wrote of his own spiritual poverty and of God’s grace…

Who is the Revelation directed towards, who was its original audience?
The church of Jesus!
According to Jesus it is important that his church understand who the triune God is and
how he is active in human history.
It has always been the nature of God to warn; to give opportunity for mankind to repent
and return to him.
Until the return of Jesus this is what God will do – he warns of the folly of sin and he
calls us to trust in his Savior.
The same trumpets that announce the bad news of the gospel, announce good news.
Today… if you hear his voice…there is still time.
Today… one can believe God and what he has said.
Today… one can repent.
Today…one can be forgiven their sin.
Today…one can receive Jesus into their life.
Today…one’s destiny can be changed.
Today…a rebel can become a son, a daughter of God.
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Near the end of his life John Newton wrote this:

Dear church, Jesus is the hope of those who live in your neighborhood!
He is the hope of your family!
He is the hope of those you work with!
He is the hope of your classmates!
He is the hope of our city and our province!
He is the hope of Canada!
Jesus is the hope of the nations.
Our closing song speaks of this grace… that saves, that restores and that welcomes one
home to God.
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