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anymore until the thousand years weeaded.
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v.5¢ The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were

ended. This is the first resurrection.

v.6¢ The second death has no power over [those whare in the first

resurrection], but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him

for a thousand years.

v.7 ¢ When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison

and will go out to deceive the nations in the faxarners of the eartlg Gog and

Magogc and to gather them for battle.

Revelation 20 is the only place in the Bible that speaks of Jesus reigning with his
followers for a thousand years, aid Satan being bound for a thousand years
before being releasetb deceive the nations.

How are we to make sense of this chapter?

It is of the utmost important that our understanding be faithful to the text

0 S Ol dhis Shéptewill influence how we live and how we pray and how we

speak the gospel of Jesinsthis pesent time.

[ S @sR some questions armdake some clarifying statements.
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1. Is the “one thousand years" ’ ’

a symbol or a statistic? |
W
Thenumbers in the book of Revelation are consistently usedymbols.

Let me give you two examples
Remember Revelation 5:6

Revelation 5:6
The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes

which are the seven spirits of God sent out
into all the earth.

The number seven is a symladlperfection.

A horn is a picture of strengihseven horns, perfect strength.
In this verse the eyes of the Lamb are described as |lveag?

The seven spirits of Gad another way of speaking of God the Spirit.
The Holy Spirit perfectly sees ancoks all things.
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Revelation 5:6

The Lamb had sevp%'graa d seven eyes

which are the N2birits of God sent out

into all rth.

9""‘6

GThis vision of théambwho hasseven eyes andeven hornyisually
communicates that our Lord Jesisperfectlystrong andwise®d €DJ, p.147

Remember Revelation 7:4

Revelation 7:4

Then | heard the number of those who were
sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel.

The numberl44,000 is a symbol



Revelation 7:4
Then | heard the number of those who were
sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel.

12x12x10x10x10

12x12representsc the 12 tribes of Israeland thel2 disciples of Jesyughe
people of God in the OT and in the NT.

12x12communicates thaGod redeems a peopler himselffrom every nation,
tribe, and language.

The number 10 is a symbol of completeness

10x10x10communicates thaGodcompletelyknowsthe number of his people.

With the Holy Spirit hbbas markecvery single one dhem ashis own

Thenumber of those to be rescued and sea¥edill showthe wisdom, the mercy,

the sufficiencyof graceandthegreatnéi d 2 F D2 RQ& &l Ay 3 LI g ¢

Revelation 2:10

Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. | tell you, the devil will put some of you in

prison to test you, and gu will suffer persecution for ten daysBe faithful, even to the point
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The number ¢n isa symbolof completeness.

In this visionlesus communicatei his churchthat their suffering would be caused by the

devil, but that the length of it, and the results of it would b@mpletelyunder the sovereignty

of God

The things that would touch their lives would first pass through the hands of God.

Revelation 20
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Let me say iagairX 10isa symbolbf completeness




1000

10x10x 10

The number 100Q 10x10x10 is a symbol thaassures the reader thdhe

purposes of God for this present time will be completely realized, and in no way
be frustrated by the devil, nor sidelined, derailed or compromisedhay

antichrist or the false prophet.

Just as Jesus was born in Bethleherd @ Rigniss of timgsee Galatians 4:4),
sohewill return to the earth, irD 2 Rf@n@ss of time.

The number 100@ m n E m n i& ausyrmxbol that describes this present time,
between, the ascension and return of Jesus Christ.

Based on this, our next question may seem redundbat we need to see how
the structure of the book confirms this.

2. When does the “one thousand
year" reign begin?



Thebook of Revelatiomommunicates what John saw next, not what happened
next.
This is why JohKthroughout the bookyepeatedlywroteX &L al g Xé€

There is a cleagxample of thisn Reelation 12.
John saw a vision ofv@oman giving birth to a chiKlwho wasthe cause of the
dragon Satanpeing thrown down from heaven. DJ334il.

When did this throwing downf Satarhappen?

It began the moment Mary gave birth to Jesus.

What thismeans is that the vision of Revelation 12 took place before the visions
seen by John in chaptersiil.

Being mindful of thipattern, let me ask again: dodise 1000 year reign happen

after the events of Revelation 19, when the kings of the earth and #reiies,

along with the antichrist and the false prophet, gather to war against God and are
defeated simply by the appearance of Jesus?

Thissamescene of war against Goih, Revelation 19 and 20 hatreadybeen
shown to Johriwo other timesin the book
Thistoo is a remindeto the readerthat the book of Revelation is not a timeline.

[ S Qatthes2 Bviscenes.

In chapter six, athe appearing of Jesugok atthe response of the kings of the
earth and their armies when they see Jesuss all ofhis glory.

They are gripped by terror.

Revelation 6:15-17

Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the
generals, the rich, the mighty, and everyone else,
both slave and free, hid in caves and among the
rocks of the mountains.

They called to the mountains and the rocks,

“Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who
sits on the throne and from the wrath of the
Lamb! For the great day of their wrath has come,
and who can withstand it?”



In chapter 16, &the pouring out of the sixth bowlook at what three fallen
angelsare permittedby Godto do.

Revelation 16:13-15
...three impure spirits...go out to the kings of the
whole world, to gather them for the battle on the

great day of God Almighty.
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Revelation 16:13-15
...three impure spirits...go out to the kings of the
whole world, to gather them for the battle on the

great day of God Almighty.
“Look, | come like a thief!”

The appearing of ourord Jesus will be sudden and unexpected.

When he appears, Jeswdll speak and the victory of the cross will completely
overwhelm and defeat sinful humanity who gather to try and dethrone the triune
God.

In chapter 19 tis same scene is shown yet again.
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Revelation 19:19
Then | saw the beast and the kings of the earth

and their armies gathered together to wage war
against the rider on the horse and his army.

And in chapter 20,tahe end oféthe thousand years one more time, the reader
Is shown this same scene.

Revelation 20:8
...[Satan] will go out to deceive the nations in
the four corners of the earth — Gog and Magog

— and gather them for battle. In number they
are like the sand on the seashore.

(See also Ezekiel 38-39)

Why did God reveal these things again and again to his church?

1 He does sdor the purpose of buildinghe faith of his peopléan his
sovereigrrule.
Because he reigns, all will be well.

f God does sto confirm the testimony of Scripture thavS Aisitde®ame
aboveallname$ ' yR GKI G0 KA& oAttt S gAff
heaven.



The answegiven in the book of Revelationagsnfirmed by other Scripture.
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Please note the verb tense.

10



When Peter preached to the great crowd of people on the day of Pentecost, Jesus
wasX not would beX but already waX Lord and Christ.

Ephesians 1:20-22

...[God] raised Christ from the dead
and seated him at his right hand

in the heavenly realms,

far above all rule and authority,
power and dominion,

and every name that is invoked,
not only in the present age,

but also in the one to come.

Look at the verb tense.
When was Jesus seated?
After his ascension.

What is thescope2 ¥ WS a0z2a Q NBA3IY

He isfar above all rule and authority, power and dominion.
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Hereigns in this present age@ndX dm the one to come.

Look at the testimony of John his greeting tdhe churchest the beginning of
the Revelation.

Revelation 1:5

...Jesus Christ, who is

the faithful witness,

the firstborn from the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth.

Again, look at the verb tense.
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4. What is the current status of God's ;:‘
people, the church of Jesus Christ?) '

i

Let me explain what | mean by this question.
According to v.4, wen do we come to life?
According to v.5, ven do we experience the first resurrection?

Theteaching othe NTisthatWS a dza Q T2 f 2 & SNELIS N&IISFD SIREXNE
o0& 3ANFOS | ft2yS GKNRIdAK FlFAGK lcoyS Ay |/
dead souls have been raised to kten we were born of the Spirit.

Look at whatlesus said, John 5:24.

John 5:24
Very truly | tell you,
whoever hears my word
and believes him who sent me
has eternal life

and will not be judged
but has crossed over from death to life.

Follower of Jesus you alreaXijhaveX eternal life
You alread}( haveX gpas®dover from death to life
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This is why for the follower of JesGithe sting of death has been removed.
See 1 Corinthians 15:56=57

According to v.6, when do we becorpgests of God and of Chrkstand reign
with Christ?

The teaching of Scripture is théis is a present reality.

Revelation 1:5b-6
To him who loves us
and has freed us
from our sins by his blood,

and has made us to be
a kingdom and priests
to serve his God and Father...

Just as we havalreadybeen freeX from our sins by the blood of Jesds2Zwe
havealreadybeen mad& to be a kingdom and priests who ser&od.

Ephesians 2:b corroborates this truth.

Ephesians 2:5-6
...God who is rich in mercy,

made us alive with Christ
even when we were dead in transgressions—
it is by grace you have been saved.

And God raised us up with Christ
and seated us with him
in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus...
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present time.
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ALREADY

NOT YET

We already hav¥ passed from death to life.
But our bodies have not y¥tdeen raised from the dead and traformed into
immortal, incorruptible bodies like that of Jeswghen he walked out of the tomb.

We alreadyK | @S &edtEdywikh Christ anckign withK A YX ®0 & Fl A GK®
But there is duture reality, yet to be realizegwhen we judge the world and
angels.

1 Corinthians 62 confirmsthis.

1 Corinthians 6:2-4

...do you not know that the Lord's people
will judge the world?

And if you are to judge the world, are you not
competent to judge trivial cases?

Do you not know that we will judge angels?
How much more the things of this life!

Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters,
do you ask for a ruling from those whose way of life
is scorned in the church?

| like whatDarrell Johnson says,
G ¢ KA & ¢ali@tyf butinét yet means that the church is not a helpless victim
2y GKS &adG2N)xeée adlr3sS 2F KAal2NBR®E t dooy
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In the church of Jesus, the first fruits of new creation are already prebentuse
God is really among us and with us.

This is as far as we will go todaynteracting with the passage.

Next week we will pick up where we left pfor there are more questions to be
asked.

But let me leave you wth several life connections.
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1. God always acts in the fulness of time

Whatwas trueof 2dzi Q O0ANIK |yR gKIFG gAff 0SS 0N
how God deals with his dearly loved people.

This truth change how we liveGod is never late.

This truth changes how we prgyur prayers matter and are used by God
in the carrying out bhis will on the earth.

9 This truth changes how we speak the gospile newswe make known is
the power of God to save.

)l
)l
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9 This truth change how we livewe tenaciously focus oniniand live with
courage.

This truth changes how we praynot timidly, but with his authority.
This truth changes how we speak the gospeith grace and truth.
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1 This truth change how wive ¢ we extravagantlygive of ourselveto and

for the cause of Chrisbecause we are no longer a slave to fear.

This truth changes how we pragythere is nothing that our God cannot do.
This truth changes how we speak the gospttle blood of Jesusgen in
sacrifice is forever sufficient to cover the sin of all who come to him in faith.
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