The Visited Planet





December 6, 2015
God’s Surprising Entrance, John 1:9-10a
This is our question to discuss as you get a cup of coffee or tea.                         
Have you ever run into; met; talked with someone famous? 
Share with another person (someone you haven’t met yet) your answer. 
Feedback
Picture of Nativity Scene. 
A nativity scene without the baby is just a barn. 
These weeks of Advent prepare us to celebrate Christmas. 
Last week and for the next three weeks we are reminding ourselves of who that baby was and is!
I want you to listen to a new Christmas song entitled Noel. 

In this song listen for the invitation given – come and see what God has done. 

Youtube - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Vwu-t7QRaE   Noel
The message of Christmas is not only a story; it is an invitation – come and see what God has done. The story of Christmas is the story of amazing love!

When Mary delivered her baby in a barn, her child didn’t just begin to live when he drew his first breath. He was God and had always existed.
We learned this last week as we studied the first five verses of John 1. 

Let’s read them together. verses 1-5.

In verse 4 the apostle John wrote that the Word was… the light of all mankind.                  
In verse 5 he said:  ‘The light shines in the darkness...’                                    
Directed by the Spirit, the apostle John set up a contrast between Jesus the light and the moral darkness that envelopes this world.
What happens when Jesus the light shines in darkness?                                         
Does the spiritual darkness smother him? No.                                                             
The exact opposite happened – it was Jesus the light who smothered the darkness.
Light and darkness are not equal.                                                                                
The moral and spiritual darkness can be dense, but the Spirit of God through the apostle John tells us it can never “overcome” the light.

The darkness tried. 
The rest of the gospel of John will speak again and again of the attempts of the darkness, made through many different people and circumstances, to oppose and silence Jesus. 
But the darkness never succeeded. 
It cannot overcome the light.
Today we want to focus in on verses 6-10a. Read.
One of the reasons for the writing of the gospel of John was the rise of a sect that believed John the Baptist was the Messiah. 
The Holy Spirit wanted the reader to be clear on “who” John the Baptist was… 
and “who” Jesus is.

Isaiah, 700 years earlier, had prophesied of a voice that would announce the Messiah’s arrival. Isaiah 40:3-5.
The angel Gabriel announced to Zechariah astonishing details about the child to be born to he and Elizabeth.

Luke 1:15-17: …he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 
17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
John the Baptist himself clearly understood who he was.

John 1:19-27; 3:27-30
John the Baptist… was a man – v.6. “There came a man…”                                                                         On the other hand, Jesus the Word… was God – v.1.
John the Baptist was… “a witness to the light” – v.8b.                                                                                   Jesus the Word… “was the light “ – v.4b.
v.6. “There came a man…” The verb “came” and its tense… states that John the Baptist ‘came into existence’ in order to be a witness.   
v.9. When Jesus came into the world, he didn’t begin to exist at his birth. 
He came into the world from heaven where he had always existed.

v.10 – He (the Word; Jesus) was in the world….
This teaches us that Jesus physically lived on the earth.

He was not a ghost.

He had a body of flesh and blood.

He was born like us.

He grew like us.

He experienced life just like we do.

For today I want to remind us of the circumstances surrounding his coming.

When a head of state visits Canada, a great amount of effort and planning goes into determining: who will greet them,



where will they stay; 



what they will do, 



what they will eat,



what level of security will be provided for them,


who will see them off.

On November 30, 2004, George W. Bush made a 24 hour visit to Canada. 
CTV News later reported President Bush’s overnight visit to Canada cost in excess of $4 million. The cost of policing, supplies, planning and transportation worked out to be $175,000 an hour.
If that kind of attention, care, detail and expense goes into the visit of a human being who is considered important, you would think that the details and circumstances concerning the arrival of Jesus the Word, who was God, and whose life brings light to ours, would also reflect his importance and speak of the majesty of his person.
The fact is… the circumstances of Jesus’ coming are shocking. 
His Parents
They were ordinary people.

His mother was most likely 14-15 years old – she was engaged at this young age to be married as most girls of that day were. 

His father was a tradesman – a carpenter.

His parents were both from Nazareth.

Thirty years later when Nathaniel first met Jesus and found out he was from Nazareth, he blurted out, “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” 
John 1:46.

Why did God choose such ordinary people?
His Place of Birth
Jesus was not born in a palace.

Not even in an ordinary home.
The dominating smell of his birthplace was not lavender, but the pungent smell of manure.

There was no central heating. 

There was no running water.

His bed was a feeding trough.

Why did God choose that the Word be born in such circumstances?
His First Visitors
Jesus’ first visitors were shepherds.

People of that day regarded shepherds as thieves.

The only people considered worse than a shepherd was a leper.

And yet it was to those on the fringes of society that thousands upon thousands of angels appeared and announced… God’s Son had been born.

It was these same social lepers, who in the middle of the night, went to where the baby was in order to welcome him.

Why did God announce the birth of the Word to shepherds?
His Name
Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua, Jeshua and Jehoshua, which were all familiar OT names. There were at least five high priests known as Jesus.

The writings of the historian Josephus refer to a number of individuals of that day who went by the name Jesus.

Why didn’t God tell Joseph to name Jesus, “The Word.”

Why didn’t he choose a lofty name like Reverend Holiness Immaculate Divine Righteousness the Second.

Jesus was given a name so typical it would have been on a class list numerous times.

His parents were… ordinary.

Those who welcomed him were…outcasts.

His place of birth was… underwhelming.
The name given to him was… common.
The apostle John wrote that Jesus the Word came into the world to live among us.

While you and I had no choice when it came to the circumstances of our birth, 
the Word did.

Why did he choose poverty, weakness, anonymity, instability?
Shortly after Jesus began to publicly teach, he read from the Scriptures in his home town synagogue of Nazareth.
What he read and what he said, made it clear that the circumstances surrounding how he had entered this world was tied in… with why… he had come.
Luke 4:14-21.
Jesus hadn’t come for the self-sufficient, but for those who sensed their need. 
He had come to announce good news to the poor.
And so he was born in poverty.

He hadn’t come for those who thought they could do no wrong.

He came to proclaim freedom for those who were imprisoned by their past, 
by their habits, by their circumstances.
And so he was born in weakness.
He hadn’t come to help those who thought they had it all together.

He came to bring insight and clarity to those who stumbled around in moral and spiritual darkness.
And so he was welcomed by the outcasts of society.

He hadn’t come for the proud who used their power to oppress.

He had come to release those who were oppressed.
And so his parents were simple people who lived under the domination of Rome.

He hadn’t come for those who thought life couldn’t be any better.


He came for those who lived lives of desperation. 
And so the angel announced: I bring you good news of great joy.
And the angel choir sang: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to mankind on whom God’s favor rests.
Jesus came to this earth... as he did; 


he lived his life... as he did; 

he taught and he healed…as he did;

he died... as he did; 


he rose from the dead... as he did…

to make it possible for human beings to again live in a relationship of friendship and intimacy with the Triune God.
It isn’t enough to peak into that barn and say, “What a nice story!”

The whole point of the Advent story is the invitation to “come and see what God has done!!!!”
Even if there was a way for all of humanity to work together in an attempt to mend our ruptured relationship with God, it wouldn’t be enough. 
What we have broken is shattered beyond repair. 
The situation is hopeless. 
The remedy is beyond us.
But what we can’t do, God has done for us in Jesus.

Come and see.

In Jesus, God has done everything necessary for us to be able to return to him.
The story of Christmas is the story of amazing love.
Timothy Keller wrote: “The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.”
 The God who came near to you, invites you to come home to him.
Because of Jesus you are not to left to wonder – will God welcome me?
Jesus answers that question.

And the answer is…yes, you will be welcomed with open arms.

Is there any reason why you can’t believe in Jesus right now and welcome him into your life today?

Quiet Time
For those of us who have come home to God as we believed in Jesus and received him into our lives, John the Baptist becomes our example.

No, you won’t have to eat locusts and honey and wear clothes made out of camel hair. Neither will you have to go and live in the desert as he did.

John’s example is included in this opening chapter not simply to correct a 1st century misunderstanding of who he was. 
As he was a witness to testify to the light, so are we. 
Like him, we speak to people in our circle of influence the incredible invitation – “Come and see what God has done.” 
Like him, we tell to people God brings into our lives… the story of amazing love.
That story is historical.

There was a barn in Bethlehem.

And there was a virgin named Mary, and her husband Joseph.
There were angels who appeared to shepherds.

And there was a child born who was given the name Jesus.

But he was no ordinary child.

There are historical documents that testify to what he taught and what he did.

It is a well documented fact that he died on a Roman cross and rose three days later to life. His story is the story of amazing love.
It is the story of how God came near to us so we could come home to him.

It is the story that people desperately need to hear… and you and I know it.

And God calls us as he did John...to tell it.

As we come to the Table this morning we re-enact a part of the story of God’s amazing love.
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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