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The Relentless Pursuit
Landon Saunders, host of the radio series Heartbeat Radio, would often give talks on the life of Jesus and then invite questions from the audience. 
At one of his talks, a man listened to Saunders with great intensity. 
When it was time to ask questions, he was the first to come to the microphone. 
His eyes squinted with caution and the tone of his voice revealed that while he was intrigued, he was also very uncertain about what he’d heard.
You mean to tell me God became a baby and that he was born in a stable?
Saunders answered, “Yes that is what I meant to say.”
He was raised in a blue-collar home, yet called himself the Son of God? 
Again Saunders affirmed, “That is right.”
He apprenticed as a carpenter, yet asked to be regarded as the Creator of the universe?
Once more Saunders answered, “That is correct.”
And you say, his own people betrayed him to be executed as a common thief? And that no one came to his defense?
Saunders replied, “That is the gist of it.”
And after he was dead, his body was placed in a borrowed tomb?
Saunders answered, “Yes, he had no grave of his own, nor any money to purchase one.”
The honesty of the dialogue pulled people in. It was as if... the two men were standing on opposite sides of a deep chasm, and the one was asking the other 
if the bridge which stretched between them could actually be trusted.

The questioner pressed on.
And after he had been dead for three days, he came back to life and was seen by more than 500 people?

Yes.

And what you are saying... is that the whole point of his life and all that he did was proof that God loves mankind?

That’s right.

It was as if... everyone could anticipate... what the next question would be.

Doesn’t this all sound rather…absurd?
It is a necessary question to ask. 
Is Christianity the stuff of legend or is it the truth?  Does it explain the reality of the world we live in, including our own lives? Or is it a fable?

I would put before you that the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus is a well-documented historical event. And because of that there is an even more important question which needs to be asked. Why? 
The Bible tells the story of what happened to humanity when we turned away from God and became self-focused instead of God-centered. 
So why didn’t God wash his hands of us? 
Why has he been so persistent in making himself known to us? 

Why did he go to the lengths that he did... in order to rescue us from the mess we’ve made of this world?
The answer has everything to do with WHO God is.
“God is love.” 1 John 4:16
“...he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
“This is how God showed his love among us: he sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.” 1 John 4:9
God demonstrated in and through Jesus... just how wide, how long, how high and 

how deep is his love for us. 
The story of Christmas is an invitation to “Come and see what God has done.” (Psalm 66:5) 
Part Two

For this past four weeks we’ve read and studied the first fourteen verses of the gospel of John.  I want to read those verses one more time. John 1:1-14   NLT
Humanity’s dilemma was so great that the only way out for us required God the Son to come into our world. The personal cost to Jesus of rescuing us was staggering. And yet, he didn’t balk or hesitate.

He considered humanity to be of such value that the cost was worth it.

And to this day, the God who came and gave himself in sacrifice for us, continues to pursue after us.

I want to tell you one story that happened more than 70 years ago, that illustrates the persistent and tenacious love of Jesus.  
On October 1942, a B-17 Flying Fortress crashed in the Pacific Ocean.
All nine members of the crew survived. 
They crammed into a nine foot long boat with enough rations for eight days.

It would take a miracle for them to survive.

One of the nine men was named John Bartak. He daily led the rest of the men in reading from the Bible and praying. The morning after their food had ran out, one of the crew members named Rickenbacker, leaned his head back against the side wall of the raft and pulled his hat over his eyes. 
It was at that moment... the extraordinary happened.

A sea gull landed on his head. 
No one moved. 
Every man’s eyes were locked on Rickenbacker. 
Would he be able to catch the gull? 
With lightning speed his hand flashed up and grabbed the bird by its legs. 
That day the crew ate the bird and used its intestines as bait to catch fish. 

As a result of that miracle, all but one, survived 30 days adrift in the Pacific Ocean.

There is more to the story. 
One of the nine men was named James Whittaker. 

He had resented and verbally protested whenever John Bartak led the men in reading the Bible and in prayer.

But when the sea gull landed on Rickenbacker’s head, that was the pivotal turning point in Whittaker’s life. It was there and then that he invited Jesus to be the Leader of his life and the Forgiver of his sin. 

While the rest of the world was preoccupied with a war that had spread around the globe, God was not too busy to send a sea gull to convince nine men adrift on a raft that he was interested in them; that he cared for them and that he wanted to have a personal relationship with them.
I say it again. The lengths to which God will go and the means which he will use to convince a person that he loves them is nothing short of extraordinary. 
What God has done in Jesus is the story of amazing love!! 
This is what we came to remember and to celebrate tonight!
We have two songs left to sing. 

Both provide us with words with which to express our gratitude to God for the gift of his Son given to us.
Adore
Silent Night

Jesus is good news of great joy!

Some of you may not yet be in relationship with Jesus, but if you’re interested to know more, I encourage you to pick up this booklet, that is out on the Connection Desk: “Knowing Jesus Personally.”

I think it will help address some of your questions. 

In it you will read the stories of other people who welcomed Jesus into their life. 

It also explains how to initiate a relationship with Jesus. 

And if you have further questions, I want you to know that I am available to meet with you... if you would like...in order to help you.

Merry Christmas.
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