Vision Sunday




                              February 28, 16
What kind of church is the Spirit of God, who is transforming us into Jesus’ likeness, making us to be? This is an important question. 

There are two extremes we want to avoid – one, thinking that we have no part to play in what the Spirit of God is doing, and two, thinking and acting as if everything rests solely on us.

Our personal transformation requires our participation.

Philippians 2:12-13: …continue to work out your salvation, with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you…
The same is true when it comes to the community of faith we are becoming.

We do our part as God does his.

We never want to forget that the church belongs to Jesus. 

When Jesus was physically present on the earth he spoke of one thing that he would build. Matthew 16:18: I will build my church.
That said, there is an aspect, where this is “our church.”

Sooke Baptist is a collective composite of who we each are individually.

As each of us pursues after God, that will be evidenced whenever we come together. 
As each of us is fully committed to Jesus, that “all in” attitude will be demonstrated in who we are together.

But we don’t instinctively know how to live as Jesus’ church; we learn that.
1 Timothy 3:14-15: I am writing you these instructions so that…you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.
Jesus is actively building this church.
And you and I are in the process of learning, not only what the church is; 
but how to conduct ourselves in Jesus’ church.

Do you remember Jesus’ invitation in Matthew 11:28?

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Jesus’ invitation was directed at those, whose inner person (their soul) was weary and burdened. How does a “weary person” know… to come to Jesus?

Look at verse 27.

This verse tells us that even though we don’t see him with our physical eyes, Jesus is active in this world and in the lives of people who don’t yet know him. 
Active in what way? Jesus is active in revealing who God is.
Does Jesus do this with everyone?
Look at verse 25-26.

Jesus announced good news. 
But when this good news is first heard, it often offends human pride, because it tells us the truth of who we are. 
The presence of sin within our inner person has blinded us to the reality of God. We sense something is there; we may even make attempts to reach out for it; but by ourselves we will never discover the Creator God who has revealed himself in the person of Jesus.
In order to find him; in order to come to him, Jesus must reveal God to us. 
And then, if we come to him, we must come like little children – in simple faith and trust.
It is true that when we come to Jesus we are given a new life.

It is true that when we come to Jesus our sin and guilt is forgiven.

But in coming to Jesus we agree to place our lives in his hands.

We agree to take on ourselves “his yoke.”

Matthew 11:29a: Take my yoke upon you…
What does this mean?
Jesus used here a farming analogy. [Picture of a yoke]
A yoke was a tool…that enabled two oxen to work together and to achieve together far more than if they acted independently.

Jesus is not talking of just any yoke – he called it… “his yoke.”
What was the yoke Jesus wore?
It was his submission to the Father as seen in his constant attitude: 
“your will be done.”
When Jesus entered this world he laid aside his glory.

He was born perfect.

But he didn’t use his divine powers to live a perfect life.

Instead he depended 24/7/365 on God the Spirit to lead him and to empower him to live a life of obedience to God the Father.

When it came to the Father’s will, with Jesus there was never a “no,’ not even a “maybe.” It was always “yes.”

Listen to how Jesus once explained it: The Son can do nothing by himself; 
he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. John 5:19.
Jesus wore the yoke he asks us to wear.
To come to him, is to agree to “yoke” our lives to us.

We were rescued to spend our lives for God and his great work of salvation.

When we think of this year before us, this is the attitude and response we want to intentionally cultivate and grow - “your will, your way, always.”
Matthew 11:29: Take my yoke upon you and learn from me…
The church of Jesus is a community of learners.

And our teacher is…Jesus.

We learn from Jesus because we have been convinced that he alone knows the best way to live.
We learn from Jesus because we want to be like him.

My prayer for this church in the next year is that as we study the Scriptures together, we will grow in the knowledge of who God is, and that week by week we will be astounded by Jesus’ wisdom, just as those who first heard him teach were surprised by him and left in awe of his words.
Matthew 7:28-29: …the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority…
Luke 4:22: All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips.
Matthew 4:23-25: Jesus went through Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. News about him spread all over…Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.
Why did people follow Jesus?

Because he made sense of life!

Jesus invited people to live a life that was abundant; that was full; a life that would endure beyond the grave.

As Jesus builds his church he teaches his followers in every generation to live this same life!

This next year we will continue in our study of the book of Genesis, working our way forward to chapter 23 by the end of August. Genesis is a book that is very important for understanding the great story of the Bible. And it is a book, as we’ve seen and will see, that repeatedly points forward to Jesus.

Then in September, we will take a break from Genesis, in order to study in the book of Mark.

Matthew 11:29: Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart…
Jesus here spoke of two inner qualities that enabled him to joyfully wear the yoke of submission to the Father - gentleness and humility.

It wasn’t just that Jesus acted occasionally in a gentle or humble way.

He was gentle. He was humble.

Matthew 27:12-14: When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate asked him, ‘Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?’ But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge – to the great amazement of the governor.
Why did Jesus do this?
How could Jesus do this?

Peter explained in his first epistle: When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 1 Peter 2:23.
What Jesus did in the presence of the Sanhedrin and Pilate is the response of a person who is gentle and humble.

Gentleness and humility are the character qualities that grow in a person who trusts God.

Jesus stood silent... because the threats and accusations of his enemies did not and could not threaten his relationship with the Father.  Jesus knew who he was – “This is my dearly loved Son in whom I am so pleased,” and he knew who the Father was – absolutely good; faithful; trustworthy; sovereign.
As Jesus teaches us how to live, his goal is not just to fill our minds with information. He teaches us in order to build our characters. 

If our teacher is noted for being gentle and humble, then surely, he will be active to cultivate these two qualities in us.
Jesus will teach us to trust him implicitly and explicitly.

He will teach us to live by faith instead of sight.

And in our interactions and activities, when we may be tempted by frustration or anger or doubt to get things done like people who don’t know God get things done, our Teacher will impress upon us, that in the kingdom of God, it matters how we do what we do.

Gentleness and humility are the virtues we will pursue after, because they are what distinguished Jesus. As Jesus’ church, we want our lives to be saturated by these qualities.
It is these qualities that demonstrate the life that is abundant, that make us like a city on a hill. 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:14, 16: You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden…Let your light shine before men, that they might see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
When we share our faith, it’s these qualities we want to influence how we speak.
1 Peter 3:15-17: But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope you have. But do this with gentleness and respect…
The context in which these believers lived was one of suffering for doing good. They were being insulted, they were being harmed; and all because they had made Jesus their Lord.

But instead of complaining, they lived with hope.

Their lives were filled with joy, instead of fear or anxiety.

It was this that resulted in people asking them, “Why do you live like this?”

When that happened as it would, Peter wanted those believers to have an answer. It is good to know what to say.

But Peter also wanted them to realize that how they spoke of their faith to those who were hurting them, was just as important as the answer they gave.

It is the same for you and me.

Jesus would have us be a “sticky” church.

But Jesus would also have us be a church pervaded by grace that is evidenced by gentleness and humility.

Matthew 11:29: Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
Obviously, rest of heart is important.

This is the second time Jesus spoke of this.

Come to me and I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, and you will find rest for your souls.

Rest of soul is a gift given by Jesus to those who come to him.

And rest of soul is found by those who yield their life to Jesus and learn from him.
Rest of soul is what happens when we live life as Jesus said life is to be lived.

This is why we are committed to learn how to set our hearts and our minds on things above as Colossians 3:1-2 says. 
Knowing that it is the Lord who gives us insight, we want to learn how to “reflect on his truth,” as 2 Timothy 2:7 says. 
It is why we will put effort into “train[ing] ourselves to be godly,” as I Timothy 4:7 says, and to “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus,” as 2 Timothy 2:1 says.

When we plan what we will endeavour to do together this year, these virtues must strongly influence us.
One of the thing that I have learned over the years is that what we do is the overflow of who we are. This is why, I put great effort when teaching, into stressing how the truth is to be practiced.
If Jesus said, “Blessed are those who not only hear my word, but practice it,” then I personally want to learn to practice the truth, and I will work hard to help you do the same.

As I’ve listened to God regarding this next year, here are the things I’ve heard and the things we will endeavour to do.

Leadership.

I am grateful for God’s provision of Kristy and Dave. And you will get a chance after the sandwich lunch to confirm them as deacons. 

We still need another person to serve as a deacon of compassion and as a deacon of hospitality. Jesus told us to pray that God would provide workers and we are asking him to do that.

We still need another man to serve as an elder. We are praying to that end and are waiting for God to bring that person to us.

It is my goal and my prayer that we will be able to add another staff person to work here at the church next year. Youth pastor.  
I have every expectation that God will bless our finances as we are faithful to him and that we will be able to take this step. I believe that call is on us.
As we do Alpha next month, and plan on doing a Youth Alpha in the fall, and prayerfully ask God when should we do a “Celebrate Recovery” course; as we invest in teaching children “The Gospel Project,” I believe people will come to faith in Jesus and we will need to make plans to add a second service.

To that end we will need to multiply those who serve.
We will need a second worship team.
We will need additional teachers, greeters, hospitality, etc.

We will need additional life group hosts and leaders, etc.

The Bible teaches us that we are a community of servant leaders. When a person is born of the Spirit, they have a new nature – a nature like Jesus who came to serve, rather than be served.

This will not be a church where a few people do all the work. That’s not what life is like in God’s kingdom. But if for some weird reason, a person wants to simply occupy a seat, then it will become obviously clear, they are not at the right church.

God is calling us to be a people who are “all in.”
A people who are passionate in their faith and their commitment to Jesus.

Francis Chan Quote
Refer to the Mission/Vision Statement
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We are Sooke Baptist
a church who loves and follows Jesus Christ

Our Mission: we exist to be God’s agents of a spiritual awakening in Sooke. 
We will be a church who prays, motivated by the realities of this broken world and the unseen realities of heaven and hell. We will be well-equipped and grounded, in the truth of Scripture; and in the reality and ways of God’s Spirit. We will be a center of radical compassion and proclamation focused on meeting the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of people.
Days of Prayer: March 20; June 19; September 18; December 18

Teaching Emphasis: book of Genesis (Beginnings) and Mark (The Kingdom and the Cross)
Alpha: March 31-May 26
Refugee Family Resettlement
Our Vision: we believe the lives of people, families, and our community will be transformed as they meet, trust in and become passionate followers of Jesus

Life Groups

Our Guiding Principles 

We will, with great intention, pursue after: 

(a) God (b) relationships (c) mission (d) generosity

Connecting Events - see over

Joint Service with Ministerial Churches - Sunday, July 3

Town Hall Meetings: May 29 and October 2

Colombia Team 2017

Our Core Encompassing Activities are:

* worship - that is whole-hearted and God focused

* preaching and teaching  - that is Bible-centered and enthusiastic

* prayer - that is persistent and faith filled
* small groups - that are highly relational and character building
* service and witness - that is engaging and grace-saturated 
Connecting Events 2016

Thursday, March 24, 6pm 
- Maundy Thursday, Family Potluck and Service

Saturday, April 30, 3pm 
- ‘Come Fly with Me’ - Kite Competition and Bonfire Hotdog Roast

Sunday, May 15, 10am-1pm 
- Alpha Sunday Potluck Lunch

Saturday, June 25, 5pm 
- Summer Solstice Party

Saturday, July 23, 2pm 
- Beach Party at Aylard Farms

Sunday, September 11 
- Welcome Back Sunday - BBQ Lunch and Family Olympics

Saturday, October 22, 5pm 
- 2nd Annual Chili Competition

Sunday, November 27, 3pm 
- Grey Cup Men’s Night

Sunday, December 11, 5pm
 - Christmas Potluck Supper and Pageant

PAGE  
9

