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Palm Sunday – Mark 11:1-11
Read the passage.
When a sports team wins a championship, there is a victory parade.
What is the point of the parade?  It is to honor those who won; and to give opportunity for others to celebrate with them.
Mark 11:1-11 describes a victory parade.

In that day and time, who had parades like the one held for Jesus?

Typically, such a parade was held in honor of a great king who’d returned home in victory from an important battle.

While there were similarities, the parade held in honor of Jesus was also different in a number of important ways.

> Typically, a great king would ride a powerful war horse.
What did Jesus ride on? v.4-5. Jesus rode on a colt, the foal of a donkey.    
> Typically, a great king would ride at the head of his armies.
No visible armies accompanied Jesus. But there was a great crowd that went ahead of him, and followed him, shouting out words of praise to him and about him.
> Typically, a great king would return to and enter the city from which he ruled, after the victory had been won.

On Palm Sunday, it was still Rome that ruled in Jerusalem, not Jesus; and as far as a great victory won, that too hadn’t happened.
Coffee/Question
Why do you think thousands upon thousands of people met Jesus outside of Jerusalem, and accompanied him into the city?
John’s gospel answers our question.
John 11:38-48; 12:1, 9-13a, 17-19.

Over 3 ½ years Jesus had performed countless miracles and taught extensively.

But this miracle – the resurrection of Lazarus -  proved to be the tipping point.

It caused people to ask - what kind of person does what Jesus has done - who can raise a person from the dead after they’d been dead for four days????

This miracle lit in people’s heart the hope – that Jesus really was the Messiah.
On Palm Sunday, the prophesy given by Zechariah in 9:9 was fulfilled, even though as John wrote in 12:16, his disciples didn’t understand what it was they were doing on that day. “Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to him.” John 12:16.
Jesus entered Jerusalem’s as Israel’s true King.

But what did that mean? 
For the Jews who welcomed Jesus, their shouts of praise tell us that they considered Jesus to be a king similar to King David. v.10 - “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”
But for Pilate who interrogated Jesus he had no frame of reference.

None of the kings he had known came close to being the kind of king Jesus was.

 “Are you the king of the Jews?”  Pilate asked, to which Jesus replied, “Is that your own idea, or did others talk to you about me?” 
Pilate responded, “Am I a Jew? It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” 

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” John 18:33-36.
On his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, we see in Jesus, this remarkable combination of majesty and humility. This combination wasn’t just evidenced on that one day. It was a combination that had always been there.
Majesty – in that he had raised Lazarus from the dead. Humility in that he immediately withdrew afterwards to the wilderness.
Majesty – in his fearlessness. John 11:57 – the Pharisees had given order that if anyone knew where Jesus was, they were to let them know, so they could arrest Jesus; and there Jesus was, boldly riding into the city on a young donkey.
Humility – in his response to the request of the Pharisees who wanted him to stop his disciples in the crowd from shouting out his praise. Luke 19:40: “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”
Let’s look at Zechariah 9:9.
This prophecy has a double fulfillment. 
It was partially fulfilled that long ago day. 
And when Jesus returns to earth, it will be completely fulfilled.
It is a prophecy that also speak of how these two qualities – majesty and humility - are seen in the Messiah.
“Rejoice greatly…Shout…”
When the shepherds were told, the Messiah had been born, the angel said to them, 
“I bring you good news of great joy…”
When the angel told the women that Jesus had risen from the dead, Matthew tells us that though “afraid,” the women were “filled with joy.” Matthew 28:8.

The news of Jesus, right from the beginning to right now, has been... good news that brings joy to a person when they hear of it.

“See, your King comes to you…”
Why is this a significant statement?
Remember when Prince William and Kate came to Victoria?
Cheryl Chalifour’s girls, Katarina and Kaitlyn, were chosen to meet them in person.
Those two girls would never have had the opportunity to meet William and Kate if William and Kate hadn’t come to Victoria.

It’s a little like this regarding Jesus.

If he hadn’t come to us, we wouldn’t be able to meet him, to know him.
The history of humanity is a story of our movement away from God and its consequences.

With the coming of the King we learn, not only how much we are loved by God, but that he is writing a new story for humanity, one in which he invites us to participate in – the story of his great work of reversal; the story of God’s invitation to humanity to come home to him.
“See, your King comes to you, righteous…”
Jesus the King is righteous, in the sense of being just.
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-12-rejoice-your-king-coming-zechariah-99-10-and-matthew-211-11 
The two – righteous and just - are inseparable.

Jesus will always do what is right because he is altogether good and pure.
Jesus the righteous king came to Jerusalem, in order to deal with the source of all that is wrong in this world. No one on that long-ago day, envisioned that in a few days, Jesus would hang on a Roman cross.
But his sacrifice of himself was the supreme act of justice and love. 

He, the Judge of the earth paid for humanity’s crimes against God.
And in doing so, he decisively broke the power of sin and death that had controlled the people of the earth.

Raised from the dead, Jesus the King now rules from heaven over earth.

While it sometimes appears that injustice prevails, and that evil continues unchecked, we are assured that Jesus the just King, is in control.

“See, your King comes to you, righteous and victorious...”
A few days after he entered Jerusalem, Jesus said to those, who came to arrest him, and to the unseen spirits who edged them on, (Luke 22:53), “This is your hour – when darkness reigns.” 
For the briefest of moments –  God allowed the darkness, through the arrest, trial, sentencing, and crucifixion of Jesus, the opportunity to do its worst.

It even looked as if the darkness had won.

But at the resurrection of Jesus, it was proven there is no future for evil. 

Jesus the King is victorious.

We are also reminded in this prophecy, that the victory of Jesus, is two-pronged.
Jesus entered Jerusalem and by his death and resurrection overcame sin and death.  Forty days later he bodily ascended to heaven, where he awaits that future moment when he will return to earth.
And when he does returns, the victory of the cross, will end this age, and begin the time of the new heaven and the new earth.
“See, your King comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly...”
gotquestions.org says, “In the ancient Middle Eastern world, leaders rode horses if they went to war, but donkeys if they came in peace.  Rather than riding to conquer, this king would enter in peace.”        https://www.gotquestions.org/king-ride-donkey.html
Dan Doriani writes: “Jesus the King is called lowly, and while we see that he arrives on the colt of a donkey rather than a warhorse, he then proceeded to upend temple furniture and drive out the animals that had been brought to the Temple to sell, along with those who sold them. After that he called the scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, snakes, sons of hell, fools, whitewashed tombs, and murderers, among other things (Matthew 23:12–35).”
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/are-you-gentle-like-jesus
From Jesus we learn, that to be lowly is not to be weak. Jesus used his power, not to assert self, but to promote the cause of God and the cause of those in need. 
Several years earlier, Jesus had extended this invitation: ‘Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you . . . 
In this invitation, Jesus said of himself: I am gentle. . . . 
The fact that Jesus is gentle is why, “[his] yoke is easy, and [his] burden is light.’ (Matthew 11:28–30)
Jesus is gentle not because he makes no demands, but because he makes proper demands. And always, whatever Jesus asks of us, he helps us to do.

“See, your King comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
Riding on a colt, the foal of a donkey, was an act of humility.
There was nothing glamorous about riding on a donkey.
Jesus could have walked faster, and if he had walked, he would have entered Jerusalem with far greater dignity.

But on that day, as he had done every day, Jesus chose the way of smallness.

“The apostle Paul said this about Christ the King: “who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:5–8).
Jesus didn’t insist on his rights and privileges. He was willing to lay them aside, in order to meet the pressing need of sinners like you and me. 

He did so, by dying the most shameful of deaths—death as a condemned criminal on a Roman cross. And he did so because he loved us.
How do we put the truth in this passage into practice?
On a long-ago day, Jesus was honored.

1. How do we honor Jesus today? Three things.
When we received Jesus, it was not as a “get out of hell free” card.

We received him as the Sovereign One who now commands our lives.
> We daily honor him, by remembering he is our King.
Jesus is not one part of our life.

He is the center which influences every part.
Daily we come back to that; daily we affirm, “You are my King.”

______________________________________________________________
> We daily honor him, by placing everything at his disposal.
Isn’t that what the unnamed owners of the colt did?

All Jesus’ disciples had to say to them was, v.3, “The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly,” and the colt was released to them.

Isn’t that what many in the crowd, as they laid their coats on the ground for him?

We honor Jesus, by having this same attitude: if Jesus our King needs it, it is his to use – whether it be our time, our resources, even our very lives.

When we place everything at the disposal of our King, it isn’t with the mindset that Jesus is somehow needy and poor, and we’re helping him out.

It’s actually the reverse – he gives us the unique privilege of participating with him in what he is doing in this world.

What is it that Jesus is doing right now in this world?
He is decisively driving back the darkness. How?

By wonderfully rescuing men and women from their sin and their emptiness of life.

Ie. Story of Java – 60K 

As Jesus changes the trajectory of human lives, he is dramatically changing the course of history. 
Every person wants their life to count; to matter; to be spent on something bigger than themselves. 
This passage reminds that there is no greater cause than that of Jesus, the earth’s true King.

Does Jesus the King have access to your “everything?”
> We daily honor him, by obeying him even if his directions sometimes seem puzzling, or cause us embarrassment.
v.2 – “Jesus sent two of his disciples [ahead], saying to them, ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here…”

As our King, Jesus commands us.

He may tell us why he asks something of us; but then again, he may not.

As our King, we commit ourselves to him, to do as he asks – not just when we understand, but even if we don’t; not just when we are comfortable doing so, but even if we are way out of our comfort zone; not just when we are left looking good to others, but even if we appear to be foolish.
We obey him, because we trust him.

How do we put the truth in this passage into practice?
2. We become a Christian when we put our faith in Jesus. We live as a Christian by daily putting our faith in Jesus.

What is unique in this story is that Jesus entered Jerusalem in victory, before the victory of the cross had been won.

What does that say to us?
Jesus himself came to Jerusalem as an act of faith that God’s will would prevail.
When we live by faith in Jesus, unseen realities shape and guide our lives.
We earlier talked about the fact that Jesus rules from heaven over earth. 

We by faith believe this even though at times it appears as if the world is out of control. We believe this because God has told us so in the Bible.

We believe Jesus will make all things right, and there will be a new beginning.

We believe he will wipe away every tear and make everything new.

We believe this because God has told us so in the Bible.
We believe that Jesus’ salvation that has made us alive spiritually, will one day transforms our physical bodies, making them to be immortal.

We believe this because God has told us so in the Bible.

This passage reminds us that in this present time we live by faith.
As Galatians 6:9 says, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

You and I can become weary when we live by faith in Jesus the King.

We can be tempted to give up.

Jesus’ example and God’s word to us says, “Hold on!”
Look past what is happening now, to the glory, to the victory that is coming. 

Faith will soon be sight.

The Blessing: Jude 24
Life Group Discussion Question - Mark 11:1-11
Mark 11 covers a lot of ground as Jesus enters Jerusalem riding on a colt, curses a fig tree, cleanses the temple and then teaches the disciples about faith and forgiveness. The stories do not seem related, but Mark has woven them together to teach us about Christ’s character and the necessity of faith. As you study the chapter keep asking yourself, “Why are these stories and events interwoven?” 

Mark 11:1-10: 

The passage opens emphasizing Jesus’ prophetic knowledge. He told his disciples exactly where to go to get the colt, and how people would respond to them. Mark then emphasized that the colt had never been ridden. In Old Testament and Jewish origins unbroken colts had a religious or royal use. 

Read the other gospel accounts of Palm Sunday, looking for additional details of what happened that day,

Group Discussion . . . 

• The people praised Jesus as their king and savior, but later they shouted, “kill him.” 
• How do you explain this change in attitude?

• Is Jesus the kind of king they expected? Why or Why not? 

Read Zechariah 9:9. 

• Do we sometimes have expectations of God that he does not fulfill? Share examples.
• How do we live our faith with these unfulfilled expectations? 

• How do we respond when God does not do what we expect? List as many possibilities as you can.
• What results happen with each possibility?

• How can we demonstrate trust in God even when he does not do what we expect him to do? 

• Can we glorify God even when our personal expectations are not met? 

Other questions?
http://www.radicalexperiment.org/pdf/small_group_guides/Small%20Group%20Guide%20101101.pdf
What does “Hosanna” mean?

The New Testament was first written in Greek, and the Old Testament was first written in Hebrew. Wherever the word "hosanna" occurs in the New Testament, do you know what the Greek word is?  It's "hosanna." All the English translators did was use English letters (h-o-s-a-n-n-a) to make the sound of a Greek word.

But if you look in a Greek dictionary to find what it means, you know what you find? You find that it is really not originally a Greek word after all. Those who wrote the New Testament in Greek did the same thing to a Hebrew word that our English translators did to the Greek word: they just used Greek letters to make the sound of a Hebrew phrase.  Our English word "hosanna" comes from a Greek word "hosanna" which comes from a Hebrew phrase hoshiya na. And that Hebrew phrase is found in one solitary place in the whole Old Testament, Psalm 118:25, where it means, "Save, please!" 
It is a cry to God for help. Like when somebody pushes you off the diving board before you can swim and you come up hollering: "Help, save me . . . Hoshiya na!"
But something happened to that phrase, hoshiya na. 
The meaning changed over the years. 
In Psalm 118:25, ‘hoshiya na’ was immediately followed by the exclamation in (v.26): "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
The cry for help, hoshiya na, was answered almost before it came out of the psalmist's mouth. Over the centuries the phrase hoshiya na stopped being a cry for help in the ordinary language of the Jews, and became a shout of hope. 
It used to mean, "Save, please!" But gradually, it came to mean, "Salvation! Salvation has come!" 
It used to be what you would say when you fell off the diving board. But it came to be what you would say when you see the lifeguard coming to save you! It is the bubbling over of a heart that sees hope and joy and salvation on the way and can't keep it in.

So "Hosanna!" means, " It's coming! It's here! Salvation! Salvation!"
And "Hosanna to the Son of David!" means, "The Son of David is our salvation! Salvation belongs to the king!"
And "Hosanna in the highest!" means, "Let all the angels in heaven join the song of praise. Salvation! Salvation! Let the highest heaven sing the song!"

http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/hosanna
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