Uniquely Jesus - The Story Continues

  


week of October 8, 2017
Acts 2:5-13: God’s Mouthpiece
Life Group Discussion Questions

Michael Frost said, “The task of the church is to surprise the world.”
By what? In what ways?
What positive, confusing, or negative experiences have you had in the past with church and the way people talked about “the work of the Holy Spirit?” or “the filling of the Holy Spirit” or “being clothed with the power of the Holy Spirit?”

“When the day of Pentecost came they were all together in one place. Suddenly...”
1. Suddenly, they heard. 

2. Suddenly, they saw. 
3. Suddenly, they were filled.

4. Suddenly, they spoke in other languages.

John Piper : “When the Spirit comes in power, he comes suddenly – on his own terms and in his own time – and he comes for harvesting.”   desiringgod.org – tongues of fire and the fullness of God
The Holy Spirit had come as he did.... to equip the 120 for harvest!
This is so important to understand when we look at the last thing that happened “suddenly.”

As the Spirit clothed them with his power, they were enabled them to do things they could not naturally do - they were able to praise God; to boldly and passionately speak of him, in the presence of others.
What is the significance of the disciples proclaiming “the mighty works of God” (v.11)? 

a. What does this reveal about the Holy Spirit’s agenda? 

b. How do we know that the Holy Spirit is at work amongst us?
Explain in your own words the connection between Babel and Pentecost.

As the Holy Spirit empowered the 120 to declare the wonders of God, he did not obliterate who they were - gender; nationality; education, etc.
The Holy Spirit, when he clothes us with the power of heaven, uses our unique features; the things that make us, us – in order to make known the wonders of God.
In what ways is this an advantage for the task Jesus gave us to do?
The passage doesn’t promise us that everyone will applaud us.

Nobody likes to be mocked. 
Are there particular circumstances or situations in your life where a fear of being mocked for Christ weighs on you?

Interact with Tom Wright’s quote:
“Does our church have such Spirit-driven new life and energy that we cause people in our community to ask, “What does this mean?” or leave skeptics at a loss to explain who we are and how and why we do what we do?”                           Acts for Everyone, p.30.
What questions were raised by the testimony of Diane Mabee - the lady who was enabled by God to communicate in and understand a language she hadn’t learned?

What encouraged you about Diane’s testimony?

Read Jeremiah 1:4-9:
Do you think God would ask you to do something you feel incapable of? Why? Why not?

What is and what isn’t applicable in this passage to us? 

What holds you back from being a witness to the mighty acts of God?

When the Spirit is at work, he confronts obstacles to belief. 
What are some of the obstacles to faith that the people in your life have?
Interact with the quote made by Kyle Idleman: 
“Many are praying for God to fill them, when they are already full of something else.”  
The End of Me, Session Three
Is this applicable only to those who don’t yet believe in Jesus? Why? Why not?
Prayer: God empty me of me and fill me with you.
What happened when you prayed this prayer?
What didn’t happen?

How are you anticipating God to answer this prayer?

What were the wonders of God which the 120 spoke of?

We are not left to come up with our best guesses. 
The Scripture tells us.

Psalm 8:3; 19:1 
God’s wonders are seen where?
Psalm 139:14 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 
God’s wonders are seen where?
Psalm 40:5 
God’s wonders are seen where?
Psalm 77:14-15 
God’s wonders are seen where?
When we, who already follow Jesus, ask to be filled with his Spirit, and clothed with power from heaven, what are we expecting to happen?

Are we expecting a particular feeling to come over us?

Are we expecting an ability to be given to us… to do what we do, with excellence or without effort?

Are we expecting that the Spirit’s enabling will take away things from us – like fear, anxiety; lack of confidence – and give us boldness and self-assurance?

He fills us with power to speak his wonders.

We may prefer to think about this "baptism in the Holy Spirit" as a glorious religious experience - it was meant to be for the total cleansing of our souls. 

There are three places in Scripture where God himself is likened to a particular kind of fire. But this is not your ordinary, calm, contained, romantic fire in the wood stove or fireplace. The Bible proclaims God as a "Consuming Fire". 

In one of the places where this expression is found, Moses promised that God would go before them and clear out the land they would soon possess, and He would do this as a "Consuming Fire". "The LORD thy God is he which goeth over before thee; as a consuming fire he shall destroy them." (Deuteronomy 9:3) 

When Moses went to meet God, and receive the Law, the people were instructed to stay away from the mountain. Earlier in his speech, Moses had mentioned this experience. "You came near and stood at the foot of the mountain while it blazed with fire to the very heavens, with black clouds and deep darkness." (Deuteronomy 4:11)  It was in that same speech that Moses said, "For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God." (Deuteronomy 4:24) 

The writer to the Hebrews, who made very frequent mention of the Old Testament, also described God this way, "For our God is a consuming fire." (Hebrews 12:29) Notice what is stated in the previous verse 28, "Since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our 'God is a consuming fire.'" 

Jesus said, “If anyone is thirsty, let them come to me and drink.”

Just as physical thirst makes us aware of our need of water, so our inner thirst is meant to make us aware of our need of Jesus.

This awareness of our inner thirst it meant to motivate us to take action.

When a person is physically thirsty, they experience an urgency to drink water; that grows if not satisfied.

It is the same with our inner thirst.

When a person experiences inner thirst, it moves them to take action.

Thirst makes us aware of need.

Inner thirst makes us aware that the God who made us, made us to live in relationship with him.

Inner thirst indicates something is missing within.

And that something is God.

That’s why Jesus extended the invitation he did.

“If anyone is thirsty, let them come to me and drink.”

What Jesus said in John 7 referenced Isaiah 55:1-3

“Come, all you who are thirsty,
    come to the waters;
and you who have no money,
    come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
    without money and without cost.
2 Why spend money on what is not bread,
    and your labor on what does not satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,
    and you will delight in the richest of fare.
3 Give ear and come to me;
    listen, that you may live.
I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
    my faithful love promised to David.
Jesus used an important analogy in this truth statement – he said that when the Spirit comes his presence within… will be like streams of living water.

Jesus said: I am the way, the truth and the life.

He uniquely satisfies the thirst of our souls.
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