Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues



         week of October 15, 2017
What Time Is It?
Life Group Discussion Questions

Read Acts 2:14-21
v.14 – “Then Peter stood up with the Eleven…”
Only 50 days earlier, Peter had denied knowing Jesus. But after his resurrection, at the Sea of Galilee, Jesus had not only forgiven and restored Peter, he had also re-commissioned him.

Is there always this link between forgiveness and being re-commissioned?

Why? Why not? Are there other Biblical examples you can think of?
The Holy Spirit so worked through Peter that the people who listened “were cut to the heart” – see v.37. “In the original text, “cut to the heart,” literally means, "severely troubled and made sorrowful."”     http://www.teachingtheword.org/apps/articles/?articleid=86400&blogid=5447 
If the gospel of Jesus is good news, why does the Holy Spirit impact people’s hearts in this way?
Have any of you experienced this work of the Holy Spirit - being cut to the heart?

Share what happened to you.
Does everyone go through this similar progression - from “what does this mean?” - verse 12 -  to “what do I do?” - verse 37. 

Explain your answer.
“Peter stood up with the Eleven” and spoke as he did, because of the Holy Spirit’s

presence in his life. In taking particular note of Peter, we must not miss the other important emphasis made in that phrase. The Holy Spirit works through a community of believers.  One person can make a difference. But a community of believers can make a huge difference.

In what ways do we see this reality being evidence by our church in our town?
Without the Holy Spirit’s help, no one can grasp who Jesus is and initiate a relationship


with God through faith in him… 

Without the enabling of the Holy Spirit, we cannot follow Jesus and live like he lived. 

The life Jesus calls us to live is impossible without the Holy Spirit…
Without the Holy Spirit’s help, we cannot live and serve together as the body of Jesus
Christ. We can be an organization or an institution, but not the church of Jesus. Without the Spirit that would be beyond us.
Without the Holy Spirit’s presence living within, without him teaching us and putting

God’s words into our mouths, it is beyond us to speak to people about 
Jesus in a meaningful, convincing and compelling way… 

Do you agree with the above statements? Why? Why not?

In what ways does our church evidence our dependence upon the Holy Spirit?
The mantra of this local church is not, “We can do everything…” We are not a people whose confidence is in ourselves. Our mantra is “We can do everything through him who gives us strength.”  We are a people whose confidence is in our great God. That is why one of the values of this church is big faith.
In what ways do you see our church giving evidence of “big faith?”
Be specific.
When Peter tried to walk on water and failed, after rescuing him, Jesus called Peter out.

He said, Matthew 14:31 – You of little faith, why did you doubt?  Another time, Jesus called out the whole group of disciples. He said, Matthew 16:8 – You of little faith…
But do you also remember what Jesus said about the centurion who pleaded with him to heal his servant?  Luke 7:9: “Jesus was amazed at him and turning to the crowd following him, he said,  ‘I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.’”
How do you think Jesus would describe your faith in him? 

Explain your answer.
God is a God of creativity, imagination and beauty. He said through Joel that in the last days, through his Spirit he would place into the minds and hearts of his people, prophetic words, dreams and visions of what he intends to do. Read v.17-18 again.
As God does that, gives to his church God sized dreams that burn within the hearts of his people, he also gives to them, see Colossians 1:29, the supernatural, dynamic, powerful equipping and enabling of the Holy Spirit to bring those dreams to reality.
What dreams has God put into your heart for our church?
There are times, as Ephesians 6:13 says, when we are “to stand our ground.” But there are also times when are to advance the kingdom of God. I believe we are entering into… a season of taking ground.
In what ways do you see our church “taking ground” in our town?
The crowd who had gathered was curious. That’s why they asked, “What does this mean?” Jesus intends that the lives of his followers in every generation create curiosity in those who don’t yet know God, and that this curiosity would then lead them to ask questions like – what does this mean? Peter would later write in his first epistle, that when we place Jesus at the center of our lives and live for him, we are to be… “prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope we have, doing so with gentleness and respect.” 3:15. We are to live good lives. And… we are to be ready to explain why.
What questions have you been asked by those who don’t yet know Jesus?

Which ones were you able to answer?

Which ones stumped you?
Read verse 17 and 20.
Explain in your own words the difference between “the last days” and “the great and glorious day of the Lord.”
From God’s perspective, what is the defining feature of “the last days?”   
In what ways is God’s invitation inclusive?
Read John 3:16; 2 Peter 3:19; Revelation 22:17.
In what ways is it focused?
Read John 14:6.
When Jesus returns he will make everything right; he will deal with all injustice; and he will banish to a place of no influence… all evil and evildoers. At his return, the last days… will end, and he will inaugurate the time of the new heavens and the new earth. But until the great and glorious day of the Lord comes, in this present time, through his church, Jesus is active – rescuing all who call on his name. These are days of opportunity. Opportunity to come to Jesus and be saved. These are also days of opportunity to partner with Jesus in changing the world. The call of Jesus on this church is to be a catalyst for a spiritual awakening in Sooke. Were it solely up to us – it is an impossible task. But not so when the Holy Spirit clothes us with his presence and power, and make his home in our lives.
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