Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues

  

October 29, 17
Mission Dreams
Two weeks ago, we studied Acts 2:17-21.
“‘In the last days, God says,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your young men will see visions,
    your old men will dream dreams.

18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
    and they will prophesy.
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.

21 And everyone who calls
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
Coffee/Question

What does it mean to prophesy; to see visions and to dream God’s dreams??
I want you to hear this God story I’m going to share with you...because it beautifully illustrates what it looks like when a person aligns their life with God’s dreams.
God Story – Rachelle Starr
Rachelle had the great example of her dad – who loved everyone, regardless of who they were.
But in her teen years she experienced disappointment.
1. God uses all of our experiences – both good and bad, when he draws us to himself, and then, as he moves us into action; to be a part of his mission.
Rachelle and her husband lived for a season without God.
And during this time, she experienced great discontent – she often asked herself, “what was I created for??”
2. Even our discontent is used by God… to move us towards him.
God worked first in the life of Rachelle’s husband.
And because she loved her husband, not only did she move with him, she also served with him at the church.
3. God speaks to us through ...strangers, acquaintances, and those who are close to us.  
In Rachelle’s case, even though she was doing good things, serving didn’t fill the void within her.
Kyle Idleman said: there is a blessing when we reach the end of ourselves.
As Rachelle led a Bible study of Esther, God brought that story alive for her.
God used his written word to spiritually awaken her.
Rachelle asked God, “What do you want me to do?”
She had a strong sense that there was... something... she was to do; that she was to go... somewhere.
And even before she knew the details, she told the Lord, “I’m willing.”
4. To follow Jesus is to move with God. 
The adventure of going with God, to do whatever...wherever...always begins with our willingness.
One day Rachelle noticed…the club. 
How many times had she driven by it?
But on that day, she noticed it.

And as she did, God spoke into her spirit – “bring my love and hope to those women.”
5. It is God who causes us to notice…someone or something.

When God is asking us to do something, he places on our hearts a concern for particular people.
When Rachelle told her husband – “God wants me to go to women in the sex industry and share the good news of Jesus with them,” he affirmed her.
6. God will often affirm and confirm, through others, the dream he is putting into our hearts. 
Rachelle prayed and fasted for 1 ½ years.
During that time, she spoke with others – who in turn joined her, in prayer and research.
7. There is a season of preparation that precedes God’s dreams becoming reality – a season that brings a team together and makes that team ready.
But finally, God spoke to her - “stop praying; stop researching; and go.”
8. There will always come a time to take action – to step out.

Rachelle and a few others went to the club.

A woman working at the bar asked them why they were there.

Rachelle answered – “Jesus called me to do something kind and loving for you; can I bring a home cooked meal?” 
Rachelle was surprised when the woman answered, “No.”
9. When we pursue after a dream God has put into our heart, it doesn’t mean, there will not be obstacles or opposition.
But as they stayed, God spoke again to Rachelle - “Go to that man.”
10. Learning to be led by the Spirit means learning to obey the Spirit’s prompting, even when it may not be clear to us why he is prompting us to take some specific action.
Rachelle discovered the man she approached was the manager.

“Jesus has sent me here to do something kind and loving for the women who work here. Can I bring them a home cooked meal?”
The manager asked, “What is the catch?” 

Rachelle answered, “There is no catch.”
To which he replied, “When can you come in?”
11.  In the OT, there is an entire book that tells the story of Nehemiah.

Nehemiah had a God-given dream to rebuild Jerusalem. But he needed the King’s permission to go and do so. God worked in the King’s life so that he gave permission for Nehemiah to go.
During the time, Rachelle and her team had prayed and fasted and researched, God had also been at work in the managers’ life, as indicated by his response to her request.
When we move out with God, it’s then that we discover he has already gone ahead of us and touched the hearts of others to make a way for his dreams to be fulfilled.

The women working at the club first asked, “Are you trying to poison us?”
Many of them had never experienced genuine love.

For many, their experience had been that when someone gave them something, something had to be given in return.
And so, six months passed, as trust was earned.
Finally – ladies starting talking to them – telling them their stories.
12. Bringing God’s dreams into reality means moving at his pace – however slow or fast.
13. The good news of Jesus, which we share with others, is incarnational – it is heard in our words, but it is often first seen in the lives we live.
Kyle Idleman said: Jesus puts a premium on the broken. 

I would add - God isn’t put off or scared off by a person’s brokenness.
Do you know why?
14. The heart of God is for the broken.
You and I must never forget what was said of Jesus – he was the friend of sinners. 
In reading the Bible Rachelle was reminded that our only hope is in the blood of Jesus. What does that phrase mean?

The Bible says, “The blood is the life…” Deuteronomy 12:23.
The expression, “the blood of Jesus,” is speaking of the life of Jesus which was given in sacrifice to cover our sin.
This is why Rachelle named their ministry - Scarlett Hope.
The encounter with the woman who had five children was a significant turning point for Rachelle
In the club, Rachelle had prayed for that woman, “God save her.”
In the club, the woman herself had prayed, “God save me.”
After crying out to God, the woman told Rachelle, “I just met Jesus.”
Rachelle said at that moment she too realized two things: 
(1) “I was in the presence of our God…in a strip club,” and
(2) “This is what God had made me for.”
15. When you and I are moving in sync with the character and the heart of our Savior, Jesus, we will find that the specifics of what he wants us to do become clear. 
Erwin McManus wrote, “God clarifies in the midst of obedience.”
Chasing Daylight, p.57.

This God story, connects to today’s passage.
Read Acts 2:22-35.
As Peter spoke to that large crowd, he retold for them the key elements of who Jesus is and what he did.

* The miracles, wonders and signs done by Jesus were the proof that God

had endorsed him.

* Jesus’ betrayal and death was not an unfortunate accident – it was the plan

of God.

* Jesus rose from the dead because death could not hold him.

* The coming of the Holy Spirit is the proof that Jesus now rules from heaven

over the earth.
God loves the world.
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The proof that God loves us, is seen at the cross of Jesus.

True love gives.

And at the cross, Jesus gave everything for us.
God wants everyone to come into relationship with him – that’s why the Father gave to Jesus the promised Holy Spirit, who he then poured out and into the lives of his followers.

The Holy Spirit was given, not only to enable Jesus’ followers to live this new life, but to empower them to go into the world; to announce the good news of salvation to people in every nation, tribe and language group.

What Jesus did then on the day of Pentecost, is what he still does today.

He fills our lives with the Holy Spirit, so that we might bring his hope and compassion into our circles of influence.
To follow Jesus is to passionately pursue a life of doing good.

The “why” for doing so, will never change.
But the “where” and the “how” will.

“When you and I are committed to seizing God’s opportunities, he’ll make sure he gets us to the right place at the right time. There are no limits to what God can do through a church that is willing.” 

Erwin McManus, Chasing Daylight, p.45
As a church, we are the salt of the earth.
We bring to the people of Sooke the flavor of God’s goodness.

Jesus said we are the light of the world.
In addition to being influencers of people and culture, as we showcase the light of God’s life and goodness, we push back the darkness.
Jesus said, “I have come that you might have life to the full.” John 10:10

As a church, we challenge the status quo by demonstrating there is a better way to live.
Do you remember the movie, ‘Dead Poet’s Society?’

The mantra, which the teacher in the movie taught his students, was “carpe diem,” seize the day.

As followers of Jesus, you and I seize the day because within each day there are God-given opportunities, however small or large, to make a difference; to give to people a taste of God’s goodness.
The dreams which God’s Holy Spirit puts into our hearts, cannot be separated from Jesus’ love for all people, and his desire that all would come home to him. 
All our actions are motivated by this passion.
The Lord invites us: “Call to me, and I will show you things that you could never dream or imagine.” Jeremiah 33:3
Through Jeremiah God revealed his eagerness to show to his people, 
his dreams; his purposes, his plans...to save.
And know this - how God wants to use our lives in his great work of salvation, is beyond what we ourselves could ever dream up or imagine.

This is what God said to the church at Ephesus - he is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine – 3:20.
God has plans for Sooke – good plans.
Through the prophet Isaiah God said this: “See I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?” 43:19.
Through this church and its people… along with the people of Jesus in every nation… God intends to change the world.
The story of Jesus, while historical, is also ongoing; it is still being written, in towns and cities all over this world.
When we think of our town, and what God is leading us to do here, we must remember the next generation of children and youth who are already here among us.

Who knows what some of these children and youth will go on to do for God because they’ve grown up in such a community of faith who love Jesus passionately and are gripped by the urgency of being on mission with him?
As we wrap it up, there is a short paragraph written by Erwin McManus that I want to share with you that describes the kind of culture we are working to build here.
The church is to be the place where the great artists of our time paint their first strokes and the great musicians sing their first notes. 
The church is to be the place where the great thinkers and the great scholars and the great writers emerge. 
The church is to be the environment in which the future’s poets and film directors, dancers and doctors, teachers and technicians, parents and sales clerks, grow up, learning that their talents are gifts from God.
We are building a church culture where there is opportunity.

There are two implications to this that I mention.

1. As we get older our roles change.

Example in Colombia - equipping others to take the lead.

2. We are a community who follow Jesus, and when it comes to his mission, we are a community of servant leaders - and that includes our children and youth.

The future leaders of the world will come from somewhere. Shouldn’t it be the church? In a world filled with despair, drawn towards darkness, and conceding to existentialism and nihilism, where would the beauty that calls human beings to move towards God and to aspire toward greater things come from... if not from the church of Jesus?

Unstoppable, p.182-183
The Blessing

Ephesians 3:20

When we lived in Revelstoke, we had heard rumors that the ski hill was possibly interested in positioning one of the golf course holes in the land right behind our house.  When I heard this rumor, I was extremely curious to find out more.

When we lived in Ottawa, Billy Graham conducted a series of meetings in 1998. Many who attended those meetings, did so at the invitation of friends. 

But others came because they were curious to see, in person, the man they had heard so much about.

Humans are typically curious.

And that curiosity extends to spiritual things.
What is it that stirs up spiritual curiosity in people?

Sometimes it’s the circumstances a person is experiencing.

It might be the passing of a family member that confronts them afresh with the reality of death. Or it could be difficult challenges that threaten everything they hold dear. Sometimes it’s a book, a song or a TV program they’ve watched, that awakens in them a gnawing sense that there is more to life. Sometimes it’s observing the relationship that followers of Jesus have with one another.  Sometimes it’s seeing hope, in a friend or a family member’s life.
There are many things that can stir up spiritual curiosity in a person. And when that happens, God typically brings alongside such a person, one of his own followers to explain to them the good news about Jesus.

Peter, who is speaking in Acts 2, years later wrote about this, how God works in a person’s life, and he told followers of Jesus to do this:

“In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”    in 1 Peter 3:15: 

Everything about those who follow Jesus –is rooted in who Jesus is.  We can’t answer questions about God, about life, about Christianity or the church… without talking about… Jesus. What is it about Jesus that is absolutely crucial for a person to know and to believe?

v.22 – he was a man accredited (that is, endorsed or certified) by God.
Through Jesus, God the Father performed miracles, wonders and signs.

He healed sick people.

He calmed a storm.

He walked on water.

He fed thousands of people with one lunch.
Why did God do these kinds of things through Jesus? Because he wanted people to listen to the things he had to say to them. In all of human history, there has never been anyone like Jesus.
v.23 – he was a man handed over to the ruling authorities, who in turn sentenced him to die on a cross.
God because he is God, had the ability to see the entire history of the human race before he even created us. He knew what we would choose… [sin] and he knew, if we did so, what we would become… [sinners]. And he also knew what it would take to cure our souls of the disease of sin and bring us back to himself.

Jesus’ death was not simply a misfortune. He didn’t die because he was in the wrong place at the wrong time. God the Father, with intention, handed Jesus over, as Isaiah wrote,“… to [be] crush[ed]… and [made] to suffer.” 53:10
Jesus was “…pierced for our transgressions…”  53:5a. “The punishment that brought us peace was upon him…”  53:5b. “By his wounds we are healed…” 53:5c
God the Father handed Jesus over to the Roman authorities, who nailed him to a cross. But Jesus did not resist. His life was not taken from him. Jesus willingly gave it up.

v.24 – he was a man whom God raised from the dead; God freed him from the agony of death.

We often think of death as a release; especially when a person has fought a lingering or painful disease. Don’t we say in those circumstances – “they’re at rest now?” Why then did Peter speak of death as agony? Because that’s what death really is!
Death separates. It separates a person’s soul from their body. It separates a person from those they love.  And that is agony.

Death brings decay. A person’s body at death begins to turn to dust. As do the achievements of their life. And this too is agony.

For us, death is a consequence of sin. But Jesus was unique. He lived a perfect life. That’s why he didn’t stay dead. He came back to life because death had no claim on him.

v.32 – he was a man whose resurrection was witnessed by many.

Jesus’ trial and sentencing was witnessed by many – both those who hated him and those who followed him. His sentence of death was not carried out secretly in some prison; it was done publicly and was observed by many.

His burial was also public.  The grave in which his body was placed was known both to the authorities who had killed him and to his followers.

His resurrection three days later was also public.  The Romans soldiers commissioned to guard his tomb witnessed it and in turn they told the religious leaders. 
1 Corinthians 15:5-6 tell us: “…[Jesus] appeared to Peter, and then to the

Twelve. After that he appeared to more than five hundred of his followers at the same time, most of whom are still living…”
v.33 – he was a man exalted to the right hand of God.
The right hand of God is the place of supremacy. There is no rival to Jesus; there is no one greater. He will never be replaced by another. Exalted to the right hand of God Jesus has been given authority and power over all peoples of the earth; as well as all angelic beings. His dominion and rule will not and cannot weaken or ever come to an end. The proof of this is the coming of the Holy Spirit to live within the followers of Jesus.

But Peter, as he spoke to thousands on that day, went further. He wasn’t just presenting facts. He called his listeners to take action. The news about Jesus confronts a person with a decision – will they follow him or will they continue with their life as it is?

Earlier I had said that you can’t explain God or life, Christianity or the church without talking about and explaining who Jesus is. There is no connecting with God, apart from Jesus. There is no forgiveness; no opportunity to start over…. apart from Jesus. There is no hope for this life and the life to come, apart from Jesus. Jesus is the God-man who made known God to us, and who lived the life we couldn’t live, and who made it possible, through his death and resurrection, for us to return to God.

Peter explained that the Spirit’s coming signaled the beginning of the end of human history. From that moment forward, until Jesus returned to earth, there would be days of opportunity; days where men and women could choose to return to their God. All who would do so were assured they would be welcomed by God and forgiven.
Jesus has invited all to come to him.
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