Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues

  

October 29, 17
Mission Dreams
Life Group Discussion Questions
Discuss each of the key points below. 

Do you understand the principle? 

Do you agree or disagree with the principle? 

What would challenge you to live by this principle?

1. God uses all of our experiences – both good and bad, when he draws us to himself, and then moves us into action; to be a part of his mission.
2. Even our discontent is used by God… to move us towards him.
3. God speaks to us through…stranger, acquaintances, and those who are close to us.
4. To follow Jesus is to move with God. 
The adventure of going with God, to do whatever...wherever...always begins with our willingness.

5. It is God who causes us to notice…someone or something.

When God is asking us to do something, he places on our hearts a concern for particular people. 

6. God will often affirm and confirm through others, the dream he is putting into our heart. 
7. There is a season of preparation that precedes God’s dreams becoming reality – a season that brings a team together and makes that team ready.
8. There will always come a time to take action – to step out.

9. When we pursue after a dream God has put into our heart, it doesn’t mean, there will not be obstacles or opposition.
10.  Learning to be led by the Spirit means learning to obey the Spirit’s prompting, even when it may not be clear to us why he is prompting us to take some specific action.
11. In the OT, there is an entire book that tells the story of Nehemiah.

Nehemiah had a God-given dream to rebuild Jerusalem.

But he needed the King’s permission to go and do so.

God worked in the King’s life so that he gave permission for Nehemiah to go.
During the time, Rachelle and her team had prayed and fasted and researched, God had also been at work in the managers’ life, as indicated by his response to her request.
When we move out with God, it’s then that we discover he has already gone ahead of us and touched the hearts of others to make a way for his dreams to be fulfilled.

12. Bringing God’s dreams into reality means moving at his pace – however slow or fast.
13. The good news of Jesus, which we share with others, is incarnational – it is heard in our words, but it is often first seen in the lives we live.

14. The heart of God is for the broken.
You and I must never forget what was said of Jesus – he was the friend of sinners. 

15. When you and I are moving in sync with the character and the heart of our Savior, Jesus, we will find that the specifics of what he wants us to do become clear. 
Erwin McManus wrote, “God clarifies in the midst of obedience.” Chasing Daylight, p.57.
Read Acts 2:22-35.
It is the Holy Spirit who places into the hearts of Jesus’ people, dreams of what Jesus longs to do through them; dreams which are always connected to Jesus’ mission – to rescue men and women from sin and death, and to begin the reversal of the damage sin has caused in the creation.
Interact with the three passages below: 
Ephesians 3:20: God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine... 
Isaiah 43:19: “See I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?” 
Jeremiah 33:3: “Call to me, and I will show you things that you could never dream or imagine.” 

If God didn’t care what happened here on the earth; if he was unwilling to rescue; if it didn’t matter how people responded to Jesus’ offer of salvation… do you think he would have invited us to call to him? Through Jeremiah God revealed his eagerness to show to his people, his dreams; his purposes, his plans...to save.
Interact with the quote by Erwin McManus. Do you agree/disagree? Why? Why not?
What role will you play in our church in creating such a culture?

The church is to be the place where the great artists of our time paint their first strokes and the great musicians sing their first notes.  The church is to be the place where the great thinkers and the great scholars and the great writers emerge.  The church is to be the environment in which the future’s poets and film directors, dancers and doctors, teachers and technicians, parents and sales clerks, grow up, learning that their talents are gifts from God.
The future leaders of the world will come from somewhere. Shouldn’t it be the church? In a world filled with despair, drawn towards darkness, and conceding to existentialism and nihilism, where would the beauty that calls human beings to move towards God and to aspire toward greater things come from... if not from the church of Jesus?      Unstoppable, p.182-18
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