Mary: An Ordinary Girl; An Extraordinary Response

      December 10, 2017
Fifteen and Deeply Trusting
Coffee/Question: What amazes you the most about the Christmas story?
Feedback.

It is easy to be amazed by Mary.

When Gabriel told her, she was going to have a baby; and she asked how; and he told her God would be the Father of her child, she didn’t do what many of us would have - she didn’t continue to press Gabriel for additional details.
She listened to what he said.
Then she responded, Luke 1:38: “I am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you have said. [May your word to me be fulfilled.]”
Did Mary passively acquiesce to God, because she thought, “What else can I do?...
He is God – and he is powerful – and he did make me – so I guess I better go along with what he wants.”

The Beatle’s song, “Let it Be,” took its inspiration from these words of Mary.
Paul McCartney interpreted her statement “may it be,” to mean “let it be.”

 “When I find myself in times of trouble,

  mother Mary comes to me,

  speaking words of wisdom, let it be.”
Is the best thing to do, when trouble comes, to just accept whatever happens…
to let it be… to adapt in whatever way is necessary?
Did McCartney rightly interpret Mary’s response?
Let’s read the passage again – Luke 1:26-38.
Mary didn’t say, “yes,” to God… because she had to.

Mary said yes because… she wanted to.

It had become Mary’s practice, in all things, to say yes to the Lord.

This is why it didn’t take long for her to decide… to trust God with her reputation and her future.

“Let it be” is a statement of resignation.
“May it be to me as you have said,’ expresses joyful commitment.
In contemporary western culture, there is a great crisis of identity.
There are many explanations as to why this is happening.

But there is only one primary reason.

The further a person and a culture moves away… from God, the less certain they become… of who they are.
God created us in his likeness.
He made us to live in relationship with him – he invited us into the circle of fellowship, which the Father, Son and Spirit enjoyed.
But when he is absent from our lives, we are like a small boat, adrift in a huge storm, at the mercy of forces that would destroy us.
Without God at the center of our lives, we cannot know who we truly are.

Only he can explain… who we are, and what he created us to do.
Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant.”

She didn’t say:

“I am Joseph’s fiancé,” or

“I am the daughter of Heli,” or

“I am a Jewess or a Nazarene.”

Mary’s identity was grounded in her relationship with God.

By why did she speak of herself as his servant?
Before we can answer that question, we need to be sure we understand what the word “servant” meant in the original language in which the NT was written.

The word translated as servant is ‘doulos;’ which can also be translated ‘slave.’
“Doulos” describes subjection to…someone, something…but not bondage.
Mary was not the Lord’s servant because he had enslaved her.

She willingly had placed her life… under his control.

Mary was not alone in describing herself this way.
Simeon, who would later meet her and Joseph at the Temple, after Jesus had been born, Luke 2:29 said: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your [doulos] in peace.”
Paul, in Romans 1:1 said: “Paul, a [doulos] of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God.”
Peter, in 2 Peter 1:1 said: “Simon Peter, a [doulos] and apostle of Jesus Christ…”
It was common for the followers of Jesus to speak of themselves as being “douloses’” of Jesus Christ.
Why did they do so?  
Let me give you two reasons.
First.

Simple gratitude.

When someone does something extraordinary for us, what do we often say to the person?

“I am indebted to you.” 
“How can I ever repay you?” 

“If you ever need anything, ask me and I will gladly do it.”
When Mary responded as she did, affirming she was the Lord’s servant, she expressed an attitude of... gratitude.
She believed that she owed her very life to the LORD – so of course she would do as he asked.
What was true for Mary is true for all who follow Jesus.

Second.
Their lives became immersed in the story of Jesus.

God created two races of personal beings – angels and humans.
Hebrews 1:14 says of angels – Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?
When God created Adam and Eve he told them to steward the earth and its creatures. Like the angels, human beings were created to serve others on God’s behalf.
Don’t miss this – both angels and humans were created to serve. But why?

Here’s where it gets incredibly awe-inspiring and mind-boggling.
We were created in God’s likeness. 

If God created us to serve, what kind of nature then, does God have?

He has the nature of… a servant.    

This is who Jesus revealed himself to be.
Matthew 20:28: …the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others

 and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
It is only in angels and humans, whose natures are fallen, that there exists the bent to dominate and use others for their own gain, rather than to serve.
But when a person turns their life towards Jesus, and receives him and believes in him, God’s Spirit births in them a new nature.

And that new nature is the nature of a…servant.

When we follow Jesus, we become a new kind of person; whose primary identity… as Mary expressed it – is that of a servant.

To say, “I am the Lord’s servant,” is the indicator that one is alive to God.

Serving Jesus and others in his name, is how our faith in God and how our trust of him, expresses itself in action.

When you read of Mary’s response, “May it be to me as you have said,” you can see why some put her on a pedestal.

Mary could have strutted around Nazareth; put on the airs, told everyone, 
“Did you hear? I’ve been chosen. Yes, Gabriel appeared to me. I am to be the Messiah’s mother.”   
But she didn’t do this.
She is an amazing example of humility.
If we only focus on her example, while there is still lots to learn, we will have missed seeing what is most important in this passage -  the incredible One who elicited from Mary such trust.
We must see Mary’s God. 
Psalm 33:6-9: The Lord merely spoke, and the heavens were created. He breathed out, and all the stars were born. He assigned the sea its boundaries and locked the oceans in vast reservoirs. Let the whole world fear the Lord, and let everyone stand in awe of him. For when he spoke, the world began! It appeared at his command.
In the Milky Way galaxy alone, there are 100 billion stars.
It is guesstimated that in the universe there are 100 billion galaxies.
Do the math…

100 billion times 100 billion = 10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000
To help us grasp such a large number, consider what Carl Sagan wrote: "There are more stars in the universe than there are grains of sand on the Earth".    
See footnote 1.

https://www.outerplaces.com/science/item/2631-are-there-more-stars-in-the-universe-than-grains-of-sand-on-earth

Listen again to Psalm 33.

The Lord merely spoke, and the heavens were created. 

He breathed out, and all the stars were born.
Who is Mary’s LORD?

He… is the Creator God.

Psalm 40:5: He has no equal.
Everywhere we look in creation, we see his fingerprints.
Romans 1:20 says, “Since the creation of the world… God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made…”
In the creation, the Creator God made known his invisible qualities. 
But he didn’t stop there. He went so much farther.
John 1:18: No one has ever seen God, but the One and Only Son [Jesus Christ], who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.
The One in whom Mary trusted… doesn’t hide himself… he always takes the initiative in revealing himself to us. But why?

He came to us…so that we could come to him.

I shared with you last week a quote from Erwin McManus’ book, Chasing Daylight. He said:  There is no greater moment filled with eternal ramifications, than the moment we turn from our sin and turn to Christ. In that moment, when we are invited to receive the infinite grace of God, we are required to give up, to lay down, everything we have… The moment in which we have the most to gain is also the moment we have the most to surrender.  p.137.
Jesus explained in two simple parables, why a person would willingly give up everything and put their lives in God’s hands. 

Matthew 13:44-46: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field.
“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice pearls. When he discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he owned and bought it!
Jesus is the treasure.
To gain him is to gain, in this world, what truly is of greatest value.
Paul wrote this about his experience. 
Philippians 3:5-8:  I was circumcised when I was eight days old. I am a pure-blooded citizen of Israel and a member of the tribe of Benjamin—a real Hebrew if there ever was one!  I was a member of the Pharisees, who demand the strictest obedience to the Jewish law. I was so zealous that I harshly persecuted the church. And as for righteousness, I obeyed the law without fault. 
I once thought… these things were valuable, but now I consider them… worthless …because of what Christ has done. Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake, I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ.
When Jesus revealed his love and his beauty to Paul; when Paul perceived who Jesus truly was and not the lie he’d told himself, or that had been whispered into his heart by others, he was left in awe, that Jesus would extend such grace to one like him, who was so undeserving. 

Mary and Paul are not alone.

Countless others have responded like them.
Their stories are not told to impress upon us that only a select few can do amazing things with God and for God.
There are no super-heroes in the Bible.
The only true hero is Jesus.

And as he did with Mary, he still comes to his people.

He still asks of them, what to others may seem like….an outrageous or an impossible request.

Here is the last piece I want to put before you.

In the Greek language, there are two words for time.
One is “chronos” from which we get the word “chronological.”

“Chronos” describes the kind of time that passes by “sequentially.”
Seconds become minutes, which become hours, which become days, which become weeks, which become months, which become years, which become decades, which become centuries.

The other word for time is “kairos.”
“Kairos” is a moment of opportunity that comes to a person in the normal passing of time.

Think of “kairos” time like this.

A person is standing at a train station.
When the train comes in, they have to decide, whether to get on the train or not.
If the person gets on, the train will take them to a specific destination.

If they don’t, the train will leave without them.

In a “kairos” moment, if you and I say “yes” to God, we choose to enter into the opportunity he has put before us.

And if we do, we will experience the adventure and the blessings that come from obedience.

But if we say “no” to God, you and I will miss out…
Using the train analogy, we will find ourselves in a time of waiting…for the next train to come in.

Gabriel’s appearance to Mary and the message from God that he gave to her, was a “kairos” moment. 
And in saying yes, Mary’s life was forever different.
 “I am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you have said.”
How is God’s Spirit speaking into your spirit?

Do you sense his invitation to put your trust in him? 
To receive him? To believe in him?

If you are ready to follow Jesus – he will make you to be a new kind human being.

I invite you to joyfully commit yourself to him.
Is Jesus putting before you a “kairos” moment? 

In a “kairos” moment it isn’t an issue of us trying to figure out what does God want us to do.

In a “kairos” moment, what we are faced with is the choice of whether or not, we will say yes to what God is inviting us to do with him.

What is the opportunity Jesus is asking you to take hold of; to step into?

I would urge you to obey him.
If you are a follower of Jesus - remember – having been recreated by God, you have within you a new nature – the nature of a servant.
Along with a new nature, God’s Spirit has specifically selected and given to each one of you, a gifting of grace, which when used, will allow others to experience through you, the goodness of Jesus. 
We are his servants.

I would encourage you to expend yourself for Jesus and his cause.

And as you would do so, you will experience great contentment of soul.
As we sing together, I invite you to use those songs as prayers.

We invite you to come to the prayer corners. 
There are people who will pray with you and pray for as you respond to Jesus.
The Blessing
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Footnote 1.
Cain starts with the estimate that on average, there are approximately 100 to 400 billion stars in a galaxy. There are estimated to be around 100 billion galaxies in our universe, which a means that a bit of large format Math tells us there are approximately 10 sextillion (10 billion, billion) stars in our universe. To put that into perspective, let me show you what 10 sextillion looks like written down:

 

10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000

 

Now of course, this is just an estimate. There could actually be upwards of 200 sextillion stars in the universe, there just really is no way of saying for sure. But for the purposes of this investigation, 10 sextillion is the magic number used by Mr.Cain, who now moves on to estimate the number of grains of sand on Earth's beaches...

 

Around 8,000 grains of sand can be packed into one cubic centimeter, which according to Mr.Cain means that 10 sextillion grains of sand placed in a ball would create a sphere with a radius of 10.6 kilometers. According to Cain's associate, 'The Math Dude', there are approximately 700 trillion cubic meters of beach on our planet. These 700 trillion cubic meters could therefore hold approximately 5 sextillion grains of sand, which means that Carl Sagan was, of course, correct.

 

Cain admits that these are just mathematical estimates and there is of course no way of confirming this notion with 100% certainty, but for now at least, if you want to wow your friends down the pub, feel free to use this fact safe in the knowledge that it is at least, probably correct.

https://www.outerplaces.com/science/item/2631-are-there-more-stars-in-the-universe-than-grains-of-sand-on-earth
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