Mary: An Ordinary Girl; An Extraordinary Response

      December 10, 2017
Fifteen and Deeply Trusting
Life Group Discussion Questions
What amazes you the most about the Christmas story?

Read the passage – Luke 1:26-38.

It is easy to be amazed by Mary.

What are some characteristics of Mary that stand out to you and why?
When Mary answered Gabriel, she didn’t say:
“I am Joseph’s fiancé,” or
“I am the daughter of Heli,” or
“I am a Jew or a Nazarene.”

What relationship(s) define you?

Do you agree or disagree and why, that within western culture, there is a great crisis of identity?
Put in your own words why the issue of identity is answered in Jesus.

Why did Mary speak of herself as a servant?
The word translated as servant is ‘doulos;’ which can also be translated ‘slave.’
This word does speak of subjection to, but not of bondage. Mary was not the Lord’s servant because he had enslaved her. She willingly had placed her life under his control. Mary was not alone in describing herself this way.
It was common for the followers of Jesus to speak of themselves as being “douloses’” of Jesus Christ.
Why did they do so?  Interact with and discuss the two reasons provided.
1. Gratitude

2. New nature

Are there other reasons that you can think of?
Interact with the statement – “God has the nature of a servant.”
Seeing Mary’s God. Read Psalm 33:6-9. Who is the Lord?
Read Romans 1:20. Who is the Lord?
Read John 1:18. Who is the Lord?
According to Matthew 13:44-46 and Philippians 3:5-8, why would someone without reservation, put their lives in God’s hands?

In the Greek language, there are two words for time – chronos and kairos.
“Chronos” describes the kind of time that passes by “sequentially.” “Kairos” is a moment of opportunity that comes to a person in the normal passing of time.

Think of “kairos” time like this. A person is standing at a train station. When the train comes in, they have to decide, whether to get on the train or not. If the person gets on, the train will take them to a specific destination. If they don’t, the train will leave without them. In a “kairos” moment, if you and I say “yes” to God, we choose to enter the opportunity he has put before us. And if we do, we will experience the blessings that come from obedience. But if we say “no” to God, you and I will miss out on what he had wanted to accomplish through us. We will also miss out his blessings for a season; and our soul will experience discontent. Using the train analogy, we will find ourselves in a time of waiting…for the next train to come in. 

In a “kairos” moment God makes known his will – it isn’t an issue of us trying to figure it out. In a “kairos” moment what we are faced with is the choice of whether or not, we will say yes to what God is inviting us to do with him.

Gabriel’s appearance to Mary and the message from God that he gave to her, was a “kairos” moment. Mary’s response set the direction for her life.  In saying yes, her life was forever different.
Share some of the kairos moments that have come to you.

What kairos moments do you see before you and before us as a church?
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