Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues

  

              January 14, 18
Healing: Sometimes yes; sometimes no.
Introduce the video of Jenn Taylor.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJyTBhnSzYs&feature=youtu.be
Tell the story of why we are supporting her.
Comment on two service vs. expansion option

- to expand – not just add additional seating – our current facility has room for 60 children – if we add additional seating we need to increase classroom space – portable?

- to go to two services – we need to engage additional servant leaders – but the truth of the Bible teaches that to be alive spiritually is to have been given the heart of a servant – we believe God through his Spirit gives the giftings of grace which are needed to do what he has asked to do
Invitation from Colombia
There is no coffee question today – but please help yourself to a cup of coffee at any point.

Today and next week we will interact with Acts 3:1-10.

Read the passage.

Next week we will work with the text – to understand and apply it’s teaching to our lives.

But for today – there are several big picture truths that I need to share with you, that are foundational to us rightly understanding the emphasis made in Acts 3.
My grandpa died in January of 1994. Before his funeral, there was opportunity for people to visit the family and view his body. 
A number of people approached me that night, shook my hand, looked at the body of my grandpa and then said to me, “He looks good.”

I knew they meant well. 
And so, I didn’t say what I was thinking - “Actually, he doesn’t look good – you do realize he’s dead.”

Sometimes, when we find ourselves talking with someone who is in crisis, we may not know what to say, like those who spoke to me at my grandpa’s funeral. 
Have you ever had someone say to you - “Remember – God won’t give you more than you can handle?” 

Or have you ever found yourself saying this to someone?
Where did this saying – “God won’t give you more than you can handle,” come from? 
Look at 1 Corinthians 10:13. 
What is the specific issue being addressed in this verse? 
Is it challenges? sorrow? poor health? unanswered prayer?
The issue being addressed is temptation.
The verse says God will not let a follower of his be tempted beyond what they can bear. 
It doesn’t say, God won’t give you more than you can handle.
From God’s perspective, temptation… is a real and present danger; a serious threat.

Long ago, God told Cain, Adam and Eve’s firstborn son – “…sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” Genesis 4:7

What is the promise of 1 Corinthians 10?
Look at the verse again.

 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. 
* Everyone is tempted. No one is exempt. What else?

* The specifics of temptation… is common. 
What does that mean?

Satan’s playbook, rather than having billions of scenarios, is actually quite thin.

Anything else?

* Like it was for Cain, temptation typically sneaks up on a person; enticingly presenting itself in moments of vulnerability.

And once it has a person’s attention, it will attempt to pounce, so as to overtake and drag a person away.
This picture of “overtaking” and “pouncing” presents a disturbing reality.

2 Timothy 2:26 tells us that the temptation to sin is actually “a trap of the devil.” 
Satan sets traps in order to take people captive so that they might “do his will.”
Jesus said, in John 8:34, “Everyone who sins is a slave to sin…”
This is the condition of all humanity.

When the Bible tells the story of Jesus, it is hugely significant that it uses the language of rescue and freedom when describing what Jesus did for humanity through his sacrifice on the cross.

Colossians 1:13: For [God] has rescued us from the dominion of darkness… and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Jesus himself said in John 8:36: So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
As we earlier sang, the person who believes in and receives Jesus, is, “… no longer a slave to sin…they are a child of God.”
It is to those who are in relationship with Jesus that God gave the promise found in 
1 Corinthians 10:13: 

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.
Because God is faithful, when a follower of his is tempted, he will intervene. How? 

He will provide a way of escape, so that rather than giving in, the follower of Jesus can resist the allure of sin.
As Paul told Titus in 2:12, the follower of Jesus, because of God’s grace, has inner power to say “no” to sin, and “yes” to God.

1 Corinthians 10:13 does not promise that God will only allow us to face things we can handle.

This saying, in addition to planting within a person the seed of offense towards God, when they face overwhelming challenges, points a person away from God; and subtly suggests that… they …have what it takes.

God never calls us to go…. inward, to find in ourselves what we need.

The message of the Bible repeatedly points us… Godward.

Psalm 118 says – it is the Lord who is our helper.
Isaiah 40:29 says, it is God who gives strength to the weary; who increases the power of the weak.  
So how is the follower of Jesus to respond; how are we to live when our world gets turned upside down, due to….       and you fill in the blank?
The Psalmist asked, “Where does my help come from?” 121:1. And then he answered.
“My help comes from the LORD – the Maker of heaven and earth.”
Paul in his letter to the church in Corinth, said something similar -  2 Corinthians 1:8-11.
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles we experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. 
But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10 He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, 11 as you help us by your prayers.       2 Corinthians 1:8-11
God will allow his followers to face more than they can handle.
For what reason?

We have a fatal attraction to independence.

But God is committed to teaching us to rely on him.

How capable is God? What is he able to do?

He can do anything and everything.

He raises the dead.

Paul came back to this theme in chapter 4, when he again told the church how his troubles had impacted him and his associates.
They were hard pressed. They were perplexed.
They were persecuted. They were struck down.
But God’s resurrection power was at work within them.

On a daily basis, Paul and his associates were being renewed.

And so… they were not crushed; not in despair; not abandoned; not destroyed.
In addition to experiencing God’s resurrection power, the Spirit had taught Paul to look at life from God’s perspective.

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 -  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
Follower of Jesus, from the perspective of eternity, when you and I have lived in the new heaven and the new earth for a trillion years, the troubles of these decades will be seen as… light and momentary.
God is not saying to us that they don’t matter.

He is saying that in comparison with what is to come, this,__________, what you and I live through in this present time, will be small.

There is a glory coming that will outweigh our present troubles; that will eclipse them; and put them in true perspective.

God is preparing you and I for a life that will never end.

He is building within you and I, in this present time, a character that ultimately will be free of all sin. 
We are learning skills… now… that we will utilize in the age to come.
In this present time, God is committed to making us holy, not happy.

This perspective is so important as we interact with the passage in Acts 3.
The story of the crippled man raises questions in our minds like, “Does God always heal? What is the role of faith?” and, “what does it mean if God doesn’t answer our prayers and heal?”

Who hasn’t wished there was an ironclad formula when it comes to healing.
God always…. 
God will…

God never…
Doug Banister writes, 


“The unsettling, maddening reality about divine healing 


is that sometimes God heals and sometimes he doesn’t.”
This has been my experience, both as a pastor and as a follower of Jesus.
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The kingdom of God with all its possibility and power is present in this time;

but it is not yet here in all its fullness.
Because we are in this in-between time, sometimes believers will experience God’s grace to be healed; while other times they will experience God’s grace, strength and help to endure.
How do live with this kind of paradox?
Here on earth, and only here on earth, in this time when the two realities mingle, can we know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings. Philippians 3.
Until we see Jesus with our eyes, we hold on tight to what we know to be true of God, even though certain aspects of God’s character seem to be in tension with each other.

He is sovereign.


He is good.


He comes to the rescue of his people.

His grace is sufficient.
He has the right to do with our lives, as he pleases.
With these big picture truths, we are now ready to study Acts 3 next week.
It’s important that we respond to our God, as he has revealed himself in the Scriptures and in the person of Jesus.
Truth is to change our lives.
I invite you to utilize the songs we are about to sing as prayers, spoken to God from your heart.
I also invite you to come for prayer.
There are people here at the front of the church, ready to pray with you and for you.

If it is to ask God for healing – come.

If it is to ask God for his blessing – come.
If it is to re-affirm your commitment to Jesus -  that your life is his, to do with as he pleases – come.

If it is to receive Jesus – come.
It may be that a part of you wants to trust Jesus, but you find something within… holding you back.

Even Jesus wrestled with question of being willing in the Garden of Gethsemane.

But he finally broke through to the place where he could say, “Not my will, but yours be done.”
I invite you to come, and let others pray for you, asking God to help you be made willing.
It may be to confess that you have harbored offense towards God and that anger has taken root in you -  because he hasn’t done like you thought he should – in your life or someone else’s – or for other reasons.
But you miss him and want to get back to that place where he and you are close.
Come and let others pray with you and for you. 
Whatever the issue may be, as you sense the need for others to pray with you or to pray for you - come.

Historically the church hasn’t done well 

in living with this tension. 
I think its because Christians want some formula or statement 

that spells it all out. 
Let me illustrate.

We read the example of the woman 

who had internal bleeding for 12 years. 
Jesus said to her in Matthew 9:2,

“Take heart, daughter, your faith has healed you.” 
Or take the example found in Acts 14:8-10.


In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth and 
had never walked. He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked 
directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed and called out, "Stand 
up on your feet!" At that, the man jumped up and began to walk.

The conclusion drawn from these examples is: 

if someone has faith, God will heal them.

Is that statement true? Yes!

God is pleased with and responds to those who have faith in him.

But does that mean if God doesn’t heal someone, they didn’t have faith?
That may be the case. 
Look at Mark 6:5-6.

He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. And he was amazed at their lack of faith.

However, the situation of Paul described in 2 Corinthians 12:7-9a informs us that not always is it a lack of faith that results in a non-healing.

To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness."

Paul had faith in God and implicitly trusted him.

His response to God in verses 9b-10 clearly illustrates that.
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

It was faith in God that enabled Paul to yield himself 

to God’s will for his life, 

which at that moment meant… no healing.
God is not obligated to do what we ask him to do; what we think is best.
Psalm 115:3 reminds us that the God we trust in: 
“…does whatever pleases him.”
What that means when it comes to healing, 

is that sometimes God heals and sometimes he doesn’t, 

and we’re not always told why.

In what specific ways do these truths challenge our faith? 

What kind of response do they require of us?

To pray boldly.
Our God can do anything.

The teaching of James 5:14-16 in regards to healing, 

may be the next step for some of you, 

where you ask the elders to pray for you 


that you might receive healing from God.

Nothing is impossible with God.

It is his way to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.

If that is the case, as the service ends 


the elders and myself will remain here at the front 

to anoint with oil and to pray for those of you 


who would come in need of healing.

But there is another implication.
It can be in the area of healing that we take or have taken offense with God. It can also be in any area of our life where we ask something of God 
and he doesn’t respond as we asked him to respond.

It’s then we are faced with the choice:


will we take offense with God 

or will we yield ourselves to his will 


and go deeper in our relationship with him?

Even Jesus wrestled with that question in the Garden of Gethsemane.
But he finally broke through to the place where he could say,


“Not my will, but yours be done.”
This may be where some of you are at.

Your struggling with God because 

he has done or not done something; 
and you aren’t certain if you can still trust him.
I realize that you may not be at the place… yet… 

where you are ready to yield to him.

But would you be willing to allow 


one of the elders to ask God on your behalf 
to help you be willing to yield to him?

If so, you come for prayer as the service ends.
Some of you may be at that place where you are ready to yield to God: 


to let go of those demands that you’ve held onto so tightly, 
of how you think God should or should have acted.
You’re ready to welcome him to carry out his will in you or in that particular situation. Though it may be difficult, even costly, you’re ready to say, “Not my will but yours be done.”

You can speak with God about these matters right where you are. 

But if you would like one of the elders 

to pray with you and for you as you respond to God, 
then you too come as the service ends.
Something he’s asked of you and there is a huge battle going on within, 
because you find yourself resistant to yield to him?


We initiate a relationship with God as we yield ourselves to his leadership; 
as we invite him to direct our lives.

But as God’s Spirit works in us to transform our lives, 


his work goes deeper and deeper into our character, 

requiring us to again and again yield to him.

Can we trust God?

Is he still good 

If we ask him to heal us and he does

It’s not an easy lesson to learn – we are not God.

It’s painful to be reminded that we are fallen creature

When we pray for ourselves or for a sick friend 


and God’s answer would come to us as a no, 

we need to change how we pray.
When God told Paul that he would not remove the thorn, 


Paul’s prayer changed from heal me 

to grant me your grace for this moment.

** God heals supernaturally. 

But isn’t all healing of God?

Our bodies were created with a natural ability to mend themselves.

How amazing is that???

God put chemical compounds into the creation that are able to cure.

How amazing is that???

God gave to us creative and inquisitive minds to discover these compounds 


and to invent medicines and procedures.

How amazing is that???

What I’m trying to say is that God brings about healing in a person 


through medicine as well as by his direct intervention.

Physicians and drugs are allies in healing, not adversaries.

The practice of the church to pray for healing as we see in Acts 3 carried on.

Years later James wrote, (5:14-16)


Is any of you sick? They should call the elders of the church to pray 
for them and to anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. And the 
prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; they Lord will 
raise them up. If someone has sinned, they will be forgiven. 
Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so 
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful 
and effective.”

One of the responsibilities of those who would serve the church as elders is to pray for those who are sick.

But is James saying here that every time the elders of a church pray, the sick person prayed for will be healed? 

Let’s work through what was said. 

· a sick person was to ask the elders of the church to pray for them and to anoint them with oil in Jesus’ name

· the elders were to pray in faith that the sick person would be made well

· why should a sick person ask the elders (who are noted for their righteousness) to pray for their healing? Because the prayers of righteous people are powerful and effective. 

· the Lord is active in response to prayer to heal sickness and to forgive sin 

· it would seem the request to be prayed for, also involved confession of sin

Why does this trouble us so much?

Because if that is true then it seem to us God is fickle, 


and that leaves us with even more questions.

Isn’t that why we struggle to find reasons why 


God doesn’t do what we ask when we ask in the way we ask

Some have concluded God doesn’t always heal because he uses the suffering caused by illness to transform a person’s character. 

Others will link a non-healing to spiritual warfare – as an instance when Satan gained the upper hand.

Still others explain an answer of no as the opportunity to model trust in God and perseverance in suffering.

Does God use suffering to build character?

Absolutely yes.

Is Satan sometimes the cause of suffering?

Absolutely yes.

Is suffering an opportunity to model trust in God and perseverance in faith?

Absolutely yes.
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