Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues




  January 28, 18
When Opportunity Knocks, Acts 3:11-12a
Our English word ‘opportunity’ is derived from the Latin word ‘ob portu.’
In the time when boats were powered solely by wind, a ship would have to wait for the flood tide to surge, in order to make its way into a port. 
The surge of the flood tide, gave an “ob portu;” an opportunity for the captain and crew to bring their boat into port.
Opportunity is a set of circumstances that makes it possible to do something.
Coffee/Question:

Share with another person about an opportunity that came to you.

What was the opportunity? 
How did you respond to it? 
What happened?
Big Idea:

The Triune God gives opportunity.

In the passage we are going to study today and next time, we’ll see two ways in which God does this. 
1. God gives his followers opportunity.
2. God gives opportunity to all men and women.
As we’ll see, though different, the two are connected.

We’ll look at the first one today; and the second one, next time. 
Read Acts 3:11-12a
An often-repeated theme in the Bible is that God is good.

Psalm 25:8 says – Good and upright is the Lord…
Psalm 119:68 says – You are good and what you do is good…
When God finished creating, all that he had made was said to be “very good.” Genesis 1:31.
To this very day, the evidence of God’s goodness…. is not only seen in the creation -  it is also experienced by every person.

Matthew 5:45 - …the Father in heaven…causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
Whether a person believes in God or not, God chooses to express his goodness in general ways to everyone.

When a person believes in Jesus, and receives him into their life, they are born of the Spirit.

This new nature within… is created to be like God – see Ephesians 4:24.

Whenever direction is given in the Scripture of how the follower of Jesus is to act, or to speak, or to think…. it is to spoken to the new person they’ve become through faith in Jesus.
Galatians 6:10.

 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
Galatians 6:10 teaches, whenever we are given an opportunity by God… 
to speak a kind word; to lend a helping hand; to listen….we are to take it. 
You and I don’t have to ask God for his direction or permission.

His answer to us will always be… yes.

In Acts 3, God gave to Peter and John… an opportunity – to do good.
The power of the Lord expressed through them, healed a lame man.

But the opportunity didn’t end there.

The man who’d been healed- walked, jumped and shouted praise to God. This created great curiosity in those who’d come to the temple to pray.
As people saw him, they wanted to know how this thing had happened.
This was where the second part of the opportunity began.

It required Peter to speak.
Don’t forget this; remember – only weeks earlier, this same Peter, had miserably failed, when given an opportunity to speak for Jesus.
Like Peter in Acts 3, all of Jesus’ followers, in the course of living their lives, 
and doing good to others whenever they can, 
are given opportunities from God to speak of Jesus and the good news of his salvation.
You and I normally have little problem in the doing good aspect of a God-given opportunity.

It’s when we have to speak… that we run into difficulties.

A common response by many, when this happens, is to say something like this - “I’m no good with words.”
Have any of you ever said that?
You are not alone.  
Moses said to God, “I have never been eloquent…I am slow of speech and tongue.” Exodus 4:10.
Jeremiah told God, saying, “I do not know how to speak…” 1:6
And yet, you and I can talk at length about our favorite sports team; our favorite TV show; a hobby we have; our kids or grandkids; a trip we went on, etc., etc., etc.
So why is it, when God gives us an opportunity to talk about Jesus, we stutter, sweat buckets, have our tongues thicken, and our brains freeze.
What made the difference with Peter? Read again Acts 3:11-12a.
How was Peter able to take advantage of that opportunity in the temple, with such confidence and boldness?
Why didn’t fear close his mouth like it had in the courtyard of the high priest, the night Jesus was arrested.

Acts 3 doesn’t answer those questions for us.

But Peter does in his first epistle.
1 Peter 3:15: But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect…
Peter tells us to always be prepared – to do what?
…to give an answer to everyone who asks… 

The word ‘answer’ is apologia – meaning to make a defense.
But our defense is not simply to repeat memorized philosophical or theological proofs for the existence of God.

We mustn’t miss the first phrase in this verse - it is the key.

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.
We are to honor Jesus… in the core of who we are.

We are to honor him …as our Lord; the One who is in charge of our life.

This is how we prepare ourselves.

Look at Matthew 12:34:

For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.
Read this verse with me.
What does it mean?

You and I will talk about whatever grips our heart.

Whatever is important to us; whatever we hold to be of great value – will find its way into our conversation.
Think of it like this.

Why aren’t you afraid to talk about your kids… or grandkids?
Because you love them… your heart is full of them… they are precious to you…you’re proud of them…
This is why it is easy for you to mention them in conversation.

You have pictures of them on your phone; on the wall in your home; on your desk.

And when somebody asks you a question about them; you don’t freeze, do you? You don’t pull out a 3x5 card with talking points?

You talk out of your heart about them, because they hold a place of prominence in your heart.

Do you see the point Peter is making?

In the courtyard of the high priest, what had mattered most to Peter?

Peter… mattered most to himself.

What others thought of him was of great importance to him.
The Scripture warns in Proverbs 29:25 – fearing people is a dangerous trap.
If you and I want others to think well of us, we will have to be like a chameleon – always changing to fit in… wherever we find ourselves.

That’s what Peter tried to do.

And the Bible tells us this is…a dangerous trap.
This desire will get us into serious trouble.
God asks an important question in Isaiah 51:12 that is meant to help us put things in right perspective – 
Who are you that you fear mere mortals, human beings who are but grass, and that you forget the LORD your Maker, who stretches out the heavens and who lays the foundations of the earth…
Is this verse saying we need to somehow learn to live… fear-free?
The real issue is who do we think the most of?

If we forget who God is, then what people think will matter most. 

God says in Isaiah 8:12-13 - …do not fear what they fear…The LORD Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy, he is the One you are to fear, he is the One you are to dread.
To honor Jesus as Lord is to rightly fear him.

It is so important that we get this right.

If the key to seizing the opportunities God puts before us… is to rightly fear God, in order to honor him in our hearts, then we want to be absolutely certain; absolutely clear… of what it means to fear the Lord.
John Piper writes: The fear of the Lord is not about cowering away from God. It’s actually about being magnetically attracted to him…

It’s about being awed by his all-compelling majesty….and overwhelmed by the radiance of his glory.”   Evangelism Made Simple
Don’t hurry over these words – savor them… think on them.

Magnetically attracted to Jesus.

Awed by his all-compelling majesty.

Overwhelmed by the radiance of his glory.

I think many of us here, share a common vulnerability – we like to please people; we like to be liked. 

Peter says that the only cure…

… for our fear of what others may think of us; and

 … our addiction to praise, 
is to honor Jesus as Lord in our heart.

A teacher of the law asked Jesus, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” Jesus answered him: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Mark 12:29-31
Jason DeRouchie writes this about the Mark 12 passage: 
“A relationship with God begins in the heart; from within. For from the heart, Proverbs 4:23 says, “flow the springs of life.” 
In the first five books of the Old Testament the “soul” refers to one’s entire being. This tells us that we are to love God with our passions, hungers, perceptions, and thoughts. 
We are to love him with our words, and what we do with our hands, and how we utilize our talents, and how we react to challenges — with our entire being we are to express our love for God.
With all our might means that the call to love God is not only with our physical muscle, but with everything we have available for honoring him.
Nothing is excluded; everything is utilized.
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/love-god-with-your-everything
GotQuestions adds this:

“In most cases, our love and affection for God grows more intense as time goes by… We cannot love someone we don’t know, so knowing Him is our first priority. Those who pursue God and His righteousness, who take seriously the command to love Him above all else, are consumed with the things of God.  
They are eager to study God’s Word, eager to pray, eager to obey and honor God in all things, and eager to share Jesus Christ with others. 
It is through these spiritual exercises that the love for God grows and matures to the glory of God.

https://www.gotquestions.org/love-Lord-heart-soul-mind-strength.html
Jesus was Peter’s great passion.

What Peter said and how he said it, to those who had gathered him, was simply the overflow of his heart.

John Piper says, “As we are captured by the glory of Jesus, so we will speak. Not fluently. 
Not impressively. 
But genuinely from the heart – and our passion will communicate more than any eloquence ever could.”            Evangelism Made Simple
The Blessing
Philippians 3:8
When you and I are in awe of Jesus’ all-surpassing worth and greatness, as Paul wrote, then he will be the One we easily and readily speak about, in the same way others speak of their favorite sport team, movie, band, etc.
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