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Acts 3:19-20. The Greatest Opportunity
Coffee/question:

What is the greatest opportunity you’ve had?
Read Acts 3:17-20.
Big Idea: God invites us to change our mind.
About what?
Peter had told his listeners, Jesus is:
v.13 – the servant of God – the Messiah

v.14 – the Holy and Righteous One – he is Yahweh

v.15 – the author of life

When you put side by side the things Jesus revealed about himself over his years of public ministry, it is remarkable and it leaves little doubt as to who he is.

 “Before Abraham was, I am.” John 8:58.

“I am the door…” John 10:7,9

“I am the good shepherd.” John 10:11

“I am the resurrection and the life...everyone who believes in me shall never die.” John 11:25.

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6
“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” John 14:9
Additionally, the Holy Spirit said this regarding Jesus’ identity:
Hebrews 1:3a: The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word… 
Put Jesus under a microscope; shine the light brightly on his character; try to find in him any flaws; any contradictions; any indication of him acting improperly; immorally; unethically.

You will find nothing. 
This is because Jesus is the exact representation of God – who is altogether good and pure.

Colossians 1:15: The Son is the image of the invisible God…
C. S. Lewis, said this regarding the person of Jesus: 

I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Jesus: “I’m ready to accept him as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God.” 
A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. 
You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God… but let us not come with any patronising nonsense about him being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us.

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/is-c-s-lewiss-liar-lord-or-lunatic-argument-unsound/

Jesus is the invisible God made visible.
Every word Jesus spoke; every miracle he performed; every conversation he had with his followers; every interaction with people who came to him or who he visited – put out in the open; made known… who God is.

As Peter came to the end of what he had to say, he urged his listeners to repent; to change their minds… about who Jesus is.
They had thought they knew who Jesus was, but they were wrong. 
This is why they had denied Jesus and asked for his crucifixion.

But through Peter God offered them the opportunity to repent; and to turn towards God.

The invitation to repent is a call for a person to change their mind, not only about who Jesus is, but about who they are in God’s sight – a sinner… who is dearly loved.
Sin is a fierce and aggressive moral and spiritual cancer. 
It’s presence within our nature turns us inward… while turning us away from God, who is the source of our life.
It makes his suspicious of God. 
It causes us to blame him and then to hate him for the consequences that happen because of our choices and actions.
It shuts our eyes to his beauty; and closes our hearts to his love.
Romans 1:20-22.
For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools…
The truth of God is clearly seen in the creation.

Everywhere you look you see the fingerprints of God.

We are wonderfully and fearfully made because we are created in the image of God.

But because of the presence of sin within our nature, we are tragically flawed.

The great crisis in every generation…. is not that truth is unknowable, but that the human race supresses, bends or manipulates the truth.
Have you heard people say this – “my truth?”
Is it really possible that we each can have our own truth, even if all of our different truths contradict each other?

God who is truth, speaks truth and his truth becomes the plumb line of what is truthful and what is not. See Isaiah 45:19.
If “my truth;” or “your truth” does not align with “God’s truth;” then “our truth” is not truth.

The closing words of the book of Judges describes a time when everyone lived by their own truth. 
In every generation since, where and whenever this idea has been embraced…the result has not been flourishing; but chaos and decline.
Tim Keller says: “We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe…”
And yet, we are given opportunity from God to change our mind about who Jesus is, and who we are.

Do you remember the movie – “Slum Dog Millionaire?”

Do you remember the part when abandoned children were snatched, purposefully blinded, and then placed at strategic locations in the city… to beg; with all their earnings going to the benefit of their captors?
I was shocked and horrified that such a thing was done.
Do you realize, something similar… has happened to the human race.

2 Corinthians 4:4: The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
Why is it that people can’t see in the physical world, God’s invisible qualities?

Why do they look at the obvious indicators of beauty and design and only see randomness?

Why can’t people see who Jesus truly is – the invisible God made visible?

Why isn’t his uniqueness obvious?

Why do they consider him to be just one of many possibilities?

Because their minds have been deliberately blinded by the god of this age.

Look at  2 Timothy 2:26: …the devil…has taken them captive to do his will.
Blinding humanity wasn’t enough.

The devil also has enslaved humanity, that he might use them to carry out his will in this world.

We are like those orphan children, who beg on the streets of Calcutta.

What characterizes the will of the devil?  
Jesus described Satan as a thief who steals, kills and destroys. John 10:10
The devil’s will, is not to create; but to ruin.
We are not the free and independent creatures we think ourselves to be. We are actually… slaves.
But here is what is astounding about the gospel of Jesus!
Tim Keller’s says: “We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.”
To change one’s mind as to who Jesus is, is to also change one’s mind as to what Jesus had come to earth to do.

Jesus’ manifesto had not been to drive the Roman’s out.

Jesus had come to deal – decisively – once for all - with humanity’s sin problem.

Luke 19:10: For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.
What does this tell us?

Jesus looks for people.

For what reason?

In order… to save.

From what or whom?

From the sin within their nature and from the bondage of Satan.

And when Jesus finds us, what does he do?

Different analogy – but his point is important.

Revelation 3:20: Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.
Why does Jesus knock at the door of a person’s life?
In order to get their attention.

But why?

Because he wants to restore their broken relationship with him.

This is why he asks to come into their life.

When Jesus comes to a person, and makes himself known to them, this is their greatest opportunity – to repent… to change their mind…to open the door of their life….in order to welcome Jesus in.
What it is that persuades a person to respond like this?
Romans 2:4 tells us that it is God’s kindness expressed through Jesus.
The One who comes to the door of our life loved us when we were his enemies.

He searched for us when we turned away from him.
He opens our blinded minds so we can see him; and touches our dulled perception so we can hear the sound of his voice.
When a person responds to Jesus, something remarkable happens:

v.19b. “…their sins are wiped out…”
What does that mean?

When God wipes out a person’s sins, those sins are no longer of consequence.

Psalm 103:11-12: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
When God wipes out a person’s sin, he changes their status – from that of a spiritual rebel and an enemy of God, to that of a daughter or a son of God.

Additionally, v.19c. “…times of refreshing… come from the Lord…”
This verbal phrase – times of refreshing - is unique.

There is only one noun in the Bible that is similar to it – translated, “relief” - found in Exodus 8:15.
What is this relief that comes to the person who repents and welcomes Jesus into their life?

-> One’s soul experiences refreshing when the guilt of sin is removed.

-> When one no longer is an enemy of God, their conscience knows relief.

-> When one places their life in the hands of God, God’s Spirit assures them 
that all is well, and this assurance envelopes their mind and heart with peace.
-> The person who welcomes Jesus into their life, begins to experience a 

refreshing, that Jesus described in John 10:10, as life to the full.
On Wednesday night, having thought about this passage for three days, 
I woke up in the middle of the night and realized, that as you and I take hold of opportunities given by God to us… to act for him; to speak for him; that in the telling of the good news of Jesus, there is an important “something else.”
Many of the God-given opportunities that come to you and I will be in the context of an existing relationship; with people we already know; though sometimes, Jesus will bring strangers into our lives.
But at some point, having shared the good news of Jesus, we must ask them a  simple question…. are you ready? will you change your mind about Jesus and invite him to come into your life?

Jesus doesn’t want anyone to live apart from him. 

He pursues after people, and he does so through you and me.

But Jesus is not asking us to interact with people like a pushy salesperson:
bugging, pressuring and arm twisting – because that was not his way.
He never rushes a person, as the story of the prodigal son informs us.
Jesus frequently told people – think it through; count the cost; be sure before committing.
But we learn from Peter, who learned from Jesus, that the telling of good news, is always followed by a question – that asks of a person – whether they are ready to change their mind and turn to God.
Earl Palmer tells this story.

A crusty engineering professor in our city was shattered when his wife died of a sudden heart attack just as they reached retirement age. She had been a Christian, and after the funeral he came to see me. 
I steered him toward the Gospel of Mark. After several weeks, I could see the New Testament was gradually making sense to him. 

My closing comment in our times together was usually, “Let me know when you’re ready to become a Christian.” 
One Sunday after church, with a lot of people milling around, the professor stood in the back waiting for me. He’s not the kind of man who likes standing around. Finally he got my attention so he could call out, “Hey Earl….I’m letting you know.” 
That was it; he became a Christian at age sixty-five.

If Jesus is getting your attention, if he has been opening your mind to understand, who he is, who you are,  what happened to the human race, and what he did about it - are you ready to welcome him into your life? 

Talk with me afterwards…if you are.

Follower of Jesus…

May the Holy Spirit grow your courage to tell the story and to ask the question. 

The gospel of Jesus is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. Romans 1:16

The Blessing

Peter in his second letter, said this in 3:9:

“The Lord is patient with you.”

The blessing of God’s patience – before we welcome him into our lives; and afterwards.
Jesus was God in human flesh.

This cannot be said of anyone else.

Jesus came to us, to do what we couldn’t do for ourselves.

He gave his life in sacrifice to pay in full the spiritual debt of the human race. He took our place. He stood in for us.

In doing so, Jesus demonstrated, though fallen, we are of great value to God.

We live in a disposable age.

We easily replace things when they break.

Jesus reminds us that to God we are not disposable.

He purposes, through Jesus, to remake and restore us to what we were intended to be, when he first created us.

And why did God go to such great lengths to rescue us?

Because of love.

How did we respond to this love?

Have you ever heard this sentiment voiced – “all roads lead to the top of the mountain?” It’s a nice statement. But is it true?

Let’s start with who’s at the top of the mountain – God.

Is Yahweh, Allah, Buddha, Krishna…simply different names that describe the same person?

How could you figure it out?

List all details that describe their character.

When you do so, here’s what you will discover – these different names…. do not describe the same person. 

People need to repent; to change their minds as to who God is – not someone they’ve made him to be; but who he has revealed himself to be.

If you were to compare what Krishna, Buddah, Allay and Yahweh say as to how life is to be best lived...”the road to take to the top of the mountain”…again you will discover…the writings of these deities do not say the same thing. In fact, they contradict one another.

People need to repent; to change their minds as to how life is best lived.  

Recently, I’ve heard this statement being voiced repeatedly– “my truth.” 

Is everybody’s “truth” right?

This may be overly simple, but if my truth is that 10x10 = 5000, and your truth is that it = 20,000, are both of us right? 

People need to repent; to change their minds as to what truth is. Truth is not subjective. It is objective. 

How does God shine truth into our hearts?

Through the telling of the good news of Jesus.

Romans 1:16-17:  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”
To a person whose mind is blinded, the good news of Jesus, if it doesn’t first offend, will sound ridiculous.

Most of the time, Jesus comes to a person and speaks his invitation to them through one of his followers.

Romans 10:9-15: If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved... 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
And on that long ago day in the temple at Jerusalem, it was Peter’s voice who extended the invitation of Jesus to those listeners to change their mind and turn their life towards God.

How often when sharing the good news of Jesus do we encourage people to come to Jesus; to invite him into their life?
The fact that Peter’s listeners were given opportunity to change their minds…about Jesus, tells us something remarkable about who God is and gives us great hope. 

What characteristics of God are revealed in the invitation to repent?
We see his justice.


- they were accountable to God and were found guilty

We see his kindness.

– you acted in ignorance

We see his love.

 – you can turn to God

We see his mercy.

 – when you turn your sins can be wiped out

We see his grace.

 – times of refreshing come to the person who repents

We see his compassion. 
– God reveals to you the truth regarding Jesus

Ignorance is not a defense.

Peter’s audience had not recognized Jesus for who he truly is.

It is the same today.

But our sin is the source of our ignorance.

We are born with this flaw – and we confirm the presence of sin within by the choices we make.

But in Jesus we are given the greatest opportunity.

One’s identity can change.

One’s guilt can be removed.

One’s sin can be forgiven.

One’s life can be turned right side up.

Through faith in Jesus one can be given a fresh start.

But when it comes to God the Bible tells us, Ephesians 4:4-5, there is one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

Romans 2:4.

…God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance.
Who pursues an enemy?

It is the kindness of God that convinces us to turn to Jesus.

What do we change our mind about?

Who Jesus is.

What Jesus did.

Who we are.

Who we can become.

What did Peter’s audience do to Jesus?

And remember it has only been weeks since Jesus died and rose again.

· you killed him

What did God do in response to what was done to Jesus?

· he raised Jesus to life

Peter’s audience was wrong about Jesus.

They thought they knew who he was; but they really didn’t.

And the proof – the compelling proof – the indisputable truth – was that God had raised Jesus from the dead.

Jesus had even foretold this would happen.

The two thieves who had hung beside Jesus were still dead.

But Jesus wasn’t.

You all are good people.

However, by faith in your name, lame people haven’t walked.

But that wasn’t the case with Jesus.

I’m certain as Peter spoke, he kept looking over at the lame man who now stood – wanting his audience to see this man – and to have the question in them grow ever urgent – how had this happened???

Peter had told them – it wasn’t us – it was Jesus.

But this was a statement not easily accepted.

It was a statement that forced his audience to ask – who is this Jesus that he can do such things???

This statement regarding the power of Jesus confronted them with the stark reality – they had been wrong. They were guilty of a heinous crime. 

How was the lame man healed?

· 3:16
By faith in Jesus’ name.

Through Peter and John, Jesus sent out into the body of the lame man power from heaven that healed him. 

The phrase – “the name of Jesus” – speaks of all that Jesus is – his person, his power, the scope of his authority.

What Jesus did, though Peter and John, surprises; it catches us off guard; it’s not what we would expect, in light of what was done to him.
But then, neither is Peter’s invitation.
· 3:17
As Jesus hung on the cross, he said to the Father, “Forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” Luke 23:34.

In Jesus we see the nature of God on display. And we are left in awe.

God is so unlike us.

· 3:18
The betrayal and death of Jesus was a great tragedy.

But Peter told his listeners, from God’s perspective, this is how it had to be.

The Bible tells us that before they created all that is, the Father, Son and Spirit, knew humanity would fall. And still they went ahead and created. What is even more astounding was that they also decided…. God the Son would take on himself the guilt and the consequence of humanity’s sin, in order to rescue all who would turn to him, believing in him, and receiving him as their Savior.
Through many of the OT prophets, God had foretold the suffering that would come upon the Rescuer. Humanity’s rescue would be no simple fix. 
And it was not something we could do for ourselves.

Isaiah described it this way.
Isaiah 53:3-9. 
Listen carefully to the pronouns used.
v.3 – who despised and rejected him? Mankind.
v.4 – whose infirmities did he take up; whose sorrows did he carry? Ours.
v.5 – whose sins pierced and crushed him? Ours.
v.6 – who laid on him our sin? The LORD (Yahewh)
v.7 – who oppressed and afflicted him? We did.
v.7 – who led him like a lamb to the slaughter? We did.
v.7 – why did he not speak? Jesus’ silence is deafening – but rather than

condemning him; it condemns us.
v.8 – why was he punished? For his people.
There was no greater tragedy and horror in all of history… than the one that fell upon Jesus.

And through Isaiah we learn this his physical suffering was only the tip of the iceberg.
Jesus’ greatest suffering was when he became sin for us. 2 Corinthians 5:21.
Now listen carefully to what Isaiah wrote next.

I referenced this last week as we celebrated the Lord’s Table.

Isaiah 53:10.
The religious leaders… had arrested Jesus and demanded his death, and to all appearance their will prevailed.
It was Pontius Pilate… who ultimately signed the order for Jesus to be crucified – and to all appearance his will prevailed.
There is no doubt as to who tortured and then nailed Jesus to a cross… the Romans did – and to all appearance the will of the Roman military prevailed.
But according to Isaiah 53:10 whose will actually was carried out that day? Who really was in charge?
…it was the LORD’s will to crush him

…it was the LORD’S will to cause him to suffer

…it was the LORD’S will to make his life an offering for sin
In the garden of Gethsemane, an epic battle raged within Jesus as he spoke with his Father. Knowing what would come upon him within a few, short hours, was what moved Jesus to ask the Father - “Take this cup from me.”
What was the cup?

It was the suffering of body and soul that would come upon him.

But the Father, the Son and the Spirit had determined before Creation, that Jesus’ drinking of that cup was the only way humanity could be saved.

This is why, as soon as he asked, Jesus then affirmed, “Yet not what I will, but what you will.”  Mark 14:36.
It had to be this way.

If Jesus had said no, the fallen sons and daughters of Adam and Eve would have been doomed…forever.
The statement made by Isaiah, and the words Jesus shouted from the cross, “why have you forsaken me?” trouble us.

How can a Sovereign God who is love, crush, as Jesus was crushed?

_____________________________________________________

We need to pause here for the sake of clarity.

This is an important question, whose answer we must not get wrong.

Mention was made three weeks ago, about the pastor who spoke at the funeral of the two little girls who were killed in Victoria. 

That pastor asked, “where was God on Christmas Day?” 

It is a question asked by many when tragedy strikes – where is God?
When things like this happen, we are painfully reminded… that we live in a world where not all is well; where tragedy happens.

And it is not uncommon to wonder – why couldn’t God have stopped….and you fill in the blank.

This question uncovers the spiritual schizophrenia of our time.

People want God to leave them alone.

They want freedom to do as they wish.

The description at the end of the book of Judges describes well our culture – everyone did what was right in their own eyes.

But …people also want “God” to save them from the consequences of a culture they have helped to create.
Long ago, through the prophet Hosea, God had warned – “They sow to the wind, and reap the whirlwind.” 8:7

Tragically, and it happens with far too much frequency, the “whirlwind” falls upon those most vulnerable.

Our human nature, permeated and twisted by sin, loves to blame others.

Who of us here, hasn’t wanted to make sense of what seems to be senseless; to give meaning to what to all appearances is meaning-less?

While we can’t explain the “why” of what happened that day, or other days, the answer is not…that God was preoccupied or distracted.

I remind you - on Christmas Day, as it is on any other day, including the day Jesus died, God was where he has always been – on the throne of heaven.

When we reach the limit of our understanding, this is the truth we hold to.
This same pastor was quoted as saying, “…in some way, a part of God died that day, too.”
I’m sure her intent was to try and bring comfort – to somehow… communicate to those grieving that God cares.

Maybe she was speaking metaphorically. I don’t know.
But the dark one, our adversary Satan, looks for every opportunity to plant doubts in people’s minds regarding God’s existence and to whisper lies within their hearts about the character of God; particularly his goodness.

God says of himself that he is “the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles…” 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Does God care?
Peter, from years of experience, said in his first epistle, “Cast all your care upon him, because he cares for you.” 5:17

This verse is what sustained us when we were evacuated from Colombia.

It’s what sustains us to this day.

And it is the answer to our troubling questions; when there seem to be no answers – of this we are certain – God cares for us.

It brings no comfort, nor is it the truth to suggest that the One who is the Author of life, can be touched by death, in any way – literally or metaphorically.
I say it again: it is humbling for you and me to realize we do not understand everything, nor can we explain everything.

As Paul wrote, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, right now this is the reality we live with: “we see only a reflection as in a mirror.” 
But one day “we shall see face to face.” 1 Corinthians 13:12.

This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t grabble with profound questions – questions that feel like they are far beyond us.
But that also means that in seeking an answer, we shouldn’t go further than what God has said about himself in the Bible and in the person of Jesus.

Deuteronomy 29:29

Isaiah 55:8-9

In this book, the Bible, God has spoken.

We can have confidence in God’s word.

In the person of Jesus, God has given to us the greatest revelation of himself.

We can test any statement or claim made by anyone – by putting it up against what God has said; and the person of Jesus.
If it aligns, we accept it.

But if it doesn’t, we reject it.
In this present time, we will live with tension… in that not everything is clear to us. That doesn’t mean we stumble in the dark. There is much that God has revealed to us. 

We live by faith – sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. Hebrews 11:1.

We all love stories.

Stories entertain.

Stories inform and teach.

But the story of Jesus… uniquely changes the story of humanity.

Why is that?

Who Jesus is can change who we are – if we respond to him and what he did on our behalf.

Peter was upfront in describing for his audience what that response was.

· 3:19
Two things happen when a person repents.
(1) Their sins are wiped out.

What does that mean?

Psalm 103:11-12 says, For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
When God removes a person’s sin, it is no longer of consequence. 

It’s been dealt with.

Their status has changed from that of a spiritual rebel to that of a son or a daughter of God.
(2) Times of refreshing come.

What does that mean?

A person who trusts in Jesus begins, as Jesus himself said in John 10:10, to live life to the full.

The explanation for how the lame man walked was an opportunity for Peter to share the news of Jesus.
And in the sharing of that news, Peter’s audience was given an opportunity to place their trust in Jesus, like the lame man had.

They change the direction of their life - 

It has the sense of 

The word “wiped out” is also used in Revelation 21:4 - 

But  demands a response described by the word “repent.”

The explanation for the healing of the lame man

=> Peter draws a sharp contrast betwe

=> Peter spoke the truth about God’s mission on earth. 
3:19. Peter said, God wipes away the sin 

of all who would repent and turn to him.

God is not in some distant place; 


he is active on the earth; 

making himself known to women and men; 


and inviting them to align their lives with his.

3:21. Peter said that just as God had fulfilled his promise 


to send the Messiah to deal with mankind’s sin, 

in the same way God would also fulfill his promise 


to restore the creation back to what it had been 
before the curse of death marred everything.
Peter described God has moving history towards 


a dramatic and incredible conclusion.

When the opportunity presented itself,


Peter spoke the truth about himself.

He spoke to the people the truth about themselves.

He spoke the truth about who Jesus is.

And he spoke the truth about what God was doing on the earth.

The culture in which we live has embraced political correctness. 
We should be gracious and thoughtful in our conversations. 

There is never any excuse to be rude or harsh.

But what I wonder is to what extent this cultural zeal to not be offensive, 


pressures those who would follow Jesus to subtly massage the truth; or to even water down the truth?

1 John 4:16 says that “God is love.”
John 3:33 says that “God is truthful.”
When God speaks the truth 

he speaks the truth in love.

And he expects his followers to do the same.

That’s why Ephesians 4:15 says: 

“speak the truth in love.”
How do you and I in seizing the opportunities that come our way 


meaningfully speak the truth in love? 

It’s not about simple formulas or canned presentations.
Many of the opportunities that will come to you and I 

will be in the context of an existing relationship; 

with people we already know. 

Some of those people, for varying reasons, 

are already spiritually open.

And what God wants to do is use you 

to help them take the next step towards him 

or to help them take their first step in following Jesus.

Some of the people you know, for varying reasons, 


have no spiritual interest at all.

Especially with them, you need to ask God to help you be alert 


to seize those opportunities that would build trust 
between them and yourself.

It is the time you spend with God on a daily basis

that will sensitize your heart to his promptings 

of when to speak with someone and what to say and how to say it.

God doesn’t ask us to interact with people like a pushy salesperson:

bugging, pressuring and arm twisting.
It’s not that there shouldn’t be urgency to our sharing. 

The Scripture does say today is the day of salvation. 

But as you know from your own experience, 


moving towards God is a journey.

Think deeply upon this reality: 


God doesn’t want anyone to live apart from him. 

He pursues after people.

But he never rushes a person, 

as the story of the prodigal son informs us.
Jesus never expected a person to make a snap decision. 

He frequently told people – think it through; 


count the cost; be sure before committing.
We too, in the opportunities God will place before us 


need to give room for people to grapple with the person of Jesus 

and what it means to follow him.
Earl Palmer tells this story.

A crusty engineering professor in our city was shattered when his wife died of a sudden heart attack just as they reached retirement age. She had been a Christian, and after the funeral he came to see me. I steered him toward the Gospel of Mark. After several weeks, I could see the NT was gradually making sense to him. 
My closing comment in our times together was usually, “Let me know when you’re ready to become a Christian.” (I rarely say, “Are you ready?” Instead, I ask people to let me know when they have enough information to put their weight down on the trustworthiness of Jesus Christ. I believe the most central evangelistic question is “Are you able, on the basis of what you’ve discovered about Jesus Christ, to trust your life to his faithfulness and love?”)

One Sunday after church, with a lot of people milling around, the professor stood in the back waiting for me. He’s not the kind of man who likes standing around. Finally he got my attention so he could call out, “Hey Earl….I’m letting you know.” That was it; he became a Christian at age sixty-five.
A statement like, “Let me know when you’re ready to become a Christian,”

takes unnecessary pressure off. 

It recognizes that time is needed… 


to think and to investigate… 

before one is ready to entrust themselves 


to the trustworthiness of Jesus.

But a statement like that also rests in the amazing ability 


of God’s Word and God’s Spirit 

to reveal truth to a person – of who they are and who Jesus is –  

and to convince a person of that truth 

and to help them take the action of stepping out to follow Jesus.

Could it be that sometimes our anxiousness 


in speaking with a person about Jesus 

is because we’re mistakenly trying to be the Holy Spirit? 
Or that we lack confidence in the power of the gospel?
The Lord only asks to “make the most of every opportunity,” 


sharing with others what we’ve seen and heard.
A team of six individuals went to Colombia back in January 2016.

We have always operated on this premise – we go to serve; and we go when invited.

Several weeks ago, through Jairo, the pastor of El Redil Sur, the Lord has presented us with another opportunity. 

As it always is, this opportunity will cost us – in time and money.

We are being asked to help financially in the support of a Colombian pastoral couple for the next 3 years. 

We are being asked to send a team of people from this church for two weeks, for the next three years.

I believe that if we seize this opportunity, along with others, it will be used of God to shape the character of this church:

- an outlook, a perspective that is both local and global

- a pervasive servant leadership culture

- an infectious joy

- an enthusiastic generosity

- a robust faith

And as we are proven faithful, in stewarding what God entrusts to us, 

it says to God, if he so chooses, that he can entrust us with greater responsibility. 

The other big opportunity before us this year is a move to two services.

It will stretch us.

But 

There can be an opposite reaction to our big idea.

If a God-given opportunity is not seized, it is lost.

Remember – the Billy Graham story.

Sometimes, God gives us smaller opportunities, that as we respond, actually prepare us for a bigger one.

And sometimes, smaller opportunities are the result of having said yes to a larger opportunity.

We learn from Act 3 that God given opportunities – whether, large or small - will always require us to act and to speak on Jesus’ behalf.

That was the point of two Scriptures we considered several weeks ago:

Galatians 6:10 – as you have opportunity do good

1 Peter 3:15 – always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks

Let’s look at what Peter said, when he took hold of the opportunity God had given to him and John, to explain how a lame man now could walk.

As I read what Peter said, I want us to time how long it took him to say what he said.

Read Acts 3:12-26.
As I start to read – please start the timer.

Are you surprised how short this was?

We tend to think of a speaking opportunity as being longer.

And sometimes they are.

Blessing:
Challenge: ask God to sensitize your heart to the opportunities that will come your way this week.

Colossians 4:5-6: 


Live wisely among those who are not believers, and make the most 
of every opportunity. Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so 
that you will have the right response for everyone.
May God’s Spirit help you to perceive and seize the opportunities 

the Lord is placing and will place before you.

May you grow in confidence of the Lord’s ability 


to help you speak the right word at the right time.

The blessing

As Paul wrote – some plant and some water. 1 Corinthians 3: 6.

In 1269 Kublai Khan sent a request from Peking to Rome. He asked for “a hundred wise men of the Christian religion to come.” In his letter to the Pope he stated, “I shall be baptized, and when I am baptized all my baron and great men will be baptized, and their subjects baptized.” 

The Mongols at that moment in history were wavering in the choice of a religion. It could have been the greatest mass religious movement the world has ever seen. The history of all Asia would have been changed. 

But what happened? The greatest missionary opportunity in the history of the church was missed. Pope Gregory X sent but two Dominican friars, who only made it as far as Armenia, before turning around and heading for home. 

First Baptist Church in San Antonio Texas had the opportunity to influence a young boy who attended Sunday School there for three years. But in the words of a former pastor of the church, “We missed him. Our chance to change things came and passed and we did not know it was there. That boy’s name was Sirhan Sirhan, and at age 24 he shot and killed Senator Robert Kennedy. In all the grief of that tragedy this persistent thought keeps recurring...we missed him.” 
gotquestions.org

Question: "What does it mean to glorify God?"

Answer: To “glorify” God means to give glory to Him. The word glory as related to God in the Old Testament bears with it the idea of greatness of splendor. In the New Testament, the word translated “glory” means "dignity, honor, praise and worship." Putting the two together, we find that glorifying God means to acknowledge His greatness and give Him honor by praising and worshiping Him, primarily because He, and He alone, deserves to be praised, honored and worshipped. God’s glory is the essence of His nature, and we give glory to Him by recognizing that essence. 

The question that comes to mind is if God has all the glory, which He does, how then do we “give Him” glory? How can we give God something which is His in the first place? The key is found in 1 Chronicles 16:28-29, “Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength, ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name. Bring an offering and come before him; worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness.” In this verse, we see two actions on our part that make up the action of glorifying God. First, we “ascribe” or give glory to Him because it is His due. No one else deserves the praise and worship that we give to glorify Him. Isaiah 42:8 confirms this: "I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.” Second, we are to “bring an offering” to God as part of the worship that glorifies Him. What is the offering we bring to God to glorify Him?

The offering we bring to God as we come before Him in the splendor or beauty of His holiness involves agreement, obedience, submission, and rehearsing His attributes or extolling Him. Glorifying God begins with agreeing with everything He says, especially about Himself. In Isaiah 42:5, God declares, “I am the Lord God. I created the heavens like an open tent above. I made the earth and everything that grows on it. I am the source of life for all who live on this earth, so listen to what I say.” Because of who He is, holy and perfect and true, His proclamations and statutes are holy and perfect and true (Psalm 19:7), and we glorify Him by listening to and agreeing with them. God’s Word, the Bible, is His Word to us, all that we need for life in Him. Listening to and agreeing with Him, though, will not glorify Him unless we also submit to Him and obey the commands contained in His Word. “But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children's children—with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts” (Psalm 103:17-18). Jesus reiterated the idea that glorifying and loving God are one and the same in John 14:15: “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” 

We also glorify God by rehearsing His attributes and His deeds. Stephen, in his final sermon before he was killed for his faith, retold the story of God’s dealings with Israel from the time Abraham left his country in obedience to God’s command, all the way to the coming of Christ, the “Righteous One,” whom Israel betrayed and murdered. When we tell of God’s work in our lives, how He saved us from sin, and the marvelous works He does in our hearts and minds every day, we glorify Him before others. Even though others don’t always want to hear our glorifying God, He is more than pleased by it. The crowd who heard Stephen hated what he said, covering their ears and rushing at him to stone him. “But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). 

To glorify God is to extol His attributes—His holiness, faithfulness, mercy, grace, love, majesty, sovereignty, power, and omniscience, to name a few—rehearsing them over and over in our minds and telling others about the singular nature of the salvation only He offers.
PAGE  
21

