Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues


         week of March 4, 2018
Acts 3:19-20. The Greatest Opportunity
Life Group Discussion Questions

Icebreaker
What is the greatest opportunity you’ve had?

Read Acts 3:17-20.
Big Idea: God invites us to change our mind.

Review who Peter said Jesus is.

v.13 – the servant of God – the Messiah

v.14 – the Holy and Righteous One – he is Yahweh

v.15 – the author of life

Review who Jesus said he is.
“Before Abraham was, I am.” John 8:58.

“I am the door…” John 10:7,9

“I am the good shepherd.” John 10:11

“I am the resurrection and the life...everyone who believes in me shall never die.” John 11:25.

“I am the truth. I am the way. I am the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6
“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” John 14:9

Review who the Spirit says Jesus is.
Hebrews 1:3a: The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word… 
Colossians 1:15: The Son is the image of the invisible God…
Share with one another which aspects of Jesus’ person you struggled with before welcoming him into your life.

Interact with C.S. Lewis’ argument regarding the person of Jesus: 
I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Jesus: “I’m ready to accept him as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God.” 

That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. 

He would either be a lunatic—on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God… but let us not come with any patronising nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us.

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/is-c-s-lewiss-liar-lord-or-lunatic-argument-unsound/

Peter’s audience had thought they knew who Jesus was, but they were wrong. Think of the people you know – who do they think Jesus is? How do we communicate they are wrong?
Sin is a fierce and aggressive moral and spiritual cancer. It’s presence within our nature turns us away from God, who is the source of our life. It makes his suspicious of God. It causes us to blame him and then to hate him for the consequences that happen because of our choices and actions. It shuts our eyes to his beauty; and closes our hearts to his love.
Romans 1:20-22.
For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 21 For although they  knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools…
The issue in every generation…. is not that truth is un-know-able. The truth of God is clearly seen in the creation. Everywhere you look you see the fingerprints of God. We are wonderfully and fearfully made because we are created in the image of God. But because of the presence of sin within our nature, we are tragically flawed. Why else would we supress, bend or manipulate the truth; if not to keep it from speaking the truth of who we are; or to silence its voice that convicts us of our sin? See Romans 1:18.

What has happened when you’ve spoken with people about sin? How do you think we are to engage in this conversation?

Our sin problem has led to even more devastating results. Do you remember the movie – “Slum Dog Millionaire?” I can remember the horror I felt when abandoned children were snatched, purposefully blinded, and then placed at strategic locations in the city… to beg; with all their earnings going to the benefit of their captors. Something similar… though far, far worse has happened to the human race. 2 Corinthians 4:4: The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
Why is it that people can’t see in the physical world, God’s invisible qualities? Why do they look at the obvious indicators of beauty and design and only see randomness? Why can’t people see who Jesus truly is – the invisible God made visible? Why isn’t his uniqueness obvious? Why do they consider him to be just one of many possibilities? Because their minds have been deliberately blinded by the god of this age. Why would he do this? Why such malice? 2 Timothy 2:26: …the devil…has taken them captive to do his will. Humanity has been blinded by the devil; and… taken captive to do his will. We are like those orphan children, who beg on the streets of Calcutta.

What has happened when you’ve spoken with people about their spiritual bondage? How do you think we are to engage in this conversation?

How does the statement by Tim Keller temper our conversation?                “We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.”
Why did Jesus come?
Luke 19:10: For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.
What does this say to us about our spiritual condition?

How do you communicate this?

How does Jesus present himself to a person?

Revelation 3:20: Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.
What does this say to us about our spiritual condition?

How do you communicate this?
What it is that persuades a person to repent and welcome Jesus into their life? Read Romans 2:4.

The One who comes to the door of our life, loved us when we were his enemies. He searched for us when we turned away from him. He opens our blinded minds so we can see him; and touches our dulled perception so we can hear the sound of his voice. When a person responds to Jesus and changes their mind (repents) and turns to God, according to v.19b. “…their sins are wiped out…”
What does that mean? Read Psalm 103:11-12.
v.19c. “…times of refreshing… come from the Lord…”
What does that mean? This verbal phrase is unique.
See Exodus 8:15.
Having thought about this passage all week, I woke up in the middle of the night and realized, that as you and I take hold of opportunities given by God to us to live for him; to act for him; to speak for him; that in the telling of the good news of Jesus, there is an important “something else.” Many of the opportunities that will come to you and I will be in the context of an existing relationship; with people we already know; though sometimes, Jesus will bring strangers into our lives. But at some point, having shared the good news of Jesus, we must ask, are you ready? is there any reason why you couldn’t? will you change your mind about Jesus and invite him to come into your life? Jesus doesn’t want anyone to live apart from him. He pursues after people, and he does so through you and me. Jesus is not asking us to interact with people like a pushy salesperson: bugging, pressuring and arm twisting – because that was not his way. He never rushes a person, as the story of the prodigal son informs us. He patiently waits. Jesus frequently told people – think it through; count the cost; be sure before committing. But we learn from Peter, who learned from Jesus, that the telling of good news, is always followed by a question – that asks of a person – whether they are ready to change their mind and turn to God.
Talk together why the asking of the question is difficult for us. Why do you think that is? What can we do to grow in confidence and boldness?
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