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Acts 4:36-5:11: What Kind of God Is This?





Coffee/Question:

What do you like/what do you love most about God?

What is it about God that you don’t understand or that greatly troubles you?
Feedback

God is not bi-polar in the sense that a person can never know how he’s going to react: nice one moment, furious the next.

All of God’s qualities together reveal the beauty and the wonder of his person.
And we know this – because Jesus revealed to us who God is.

Acts 4:31-35
Great things were happening in the church in Jerusalem, in spite of, intense opposition from the Sanhedrin.
But instead of paralyzing the apostles and the church with fear, the Sanhedrin’s threats prompted the church to speak with God, asking him for greater boldness.
And God answered their prayers.
There was great power that accompanied their proclamation of the gospel. 

Those followers of Jesus experienced a unity of heart and mind; 

they acted with incredible generosity towards one another; 

there was evidence of great grace resting upon them all; 

miracles took place; 

praise, joy and prayer defined their times together; and 

thousands of people continued to come to faith in Jesus.

But….
The passage we’re going to study today, tells us of a second threat that if it had been successful would have slowly eroded the passion and the effectiveness of that church.
Acts 4:36-5:11
After the prayer meeting, where God had profoundly manifested his presence, by shaking the place where the believers were…
the Holy Spirit, from time to time, moved the hearts of different individuals to liquidate some of their assets and give it to the apostles to distribute.

The book of Acts does not contain a list of those benefactors.
But it does tell us of three people who did give.
The first was Barnabus.
Later on, in the book of Acts, we will read of the significant role Barnabus played in the spread of the gospel of Jesus in Antioch and from there out into the Roman empire.
But why is he mentioned here?
Because the Holy Spirit wants the reader to know… WHEN, WHERE AND HOW …Barnabus went from being an ordinary guy with some property, to being an ordinary guy greatly used by God.

We know from the parable of the talents that faithfulness matters to God.
Barnabus was found to be faithful in smaller areas.

And so, God was able to trust him with increasing levels of responsibility.
After telling us about Barnabus, the writer of Acts tells us about two other individuals – Ananias and Sapphira – who also sold a piece of property.
But in the case of these two, they kept some of the money for themselves.

It is important to state this as clearly as I can – they did nothing wrong in keeping some of the money for their own needs. 
Peter couldn’t have been clearer in what he said to Ananias in v.4a.

So why after being confronted did they both die?
Peter said to Ananias, (5:3) – …how has Satan so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit?
Ananias and Sapphira had to have repeatedly and persistently ignored the voice of God’s Spirit regarding particular sin issues in their lives.
Doing so, is what gave Satan the opportunity to influence them as he had.

It may seem to us that what God did to them was harsh.
But I assure you – what God did was actually a response of love.
There is a difference between judgment and discipline.

In judgment, God acts in wrath.

But his discipline is motivated by love.

In judgment, a person not in relationship with God comes face to face with the Judge of all the earth.

But discipline is what happens to a believer when their heavenly Father lovingly corrects them.
Hebrews 2:5-11:

And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son?

 It says, “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,
    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” 
7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live!
 10 They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.
This passage teaches that God’s discipline of his people, even though it is painful… is a good thing.
There are three take-aways I want to leave with you, regarding the discipline of Ananias and Sapphira.
1. This passage can only be rightly understood if we read it through the lenses of love.
We are meant to see in this passage the jealous love of God.

Colossians 1:13 says that God has “rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
God’s rescue of us is a rescue of love.

In fact, all of his dealings with us are expressions of his love.

Ephesians 5:25 says that a husband is to love his wife, like… Jesus loves his church.

Other passages in the Bible speak of the church as being the “bride of Christ.”

The love of Jesus for his own is a fierce love.

He will defend us.

He will not give us up.

This fierce love explains why he will not let sin regain a foothold; why he will intervene in our lives as needed.

In this sense his holy love is dangerous.

It was this dangerous love that moved Jesus to protect Ananias and Sapphira from themselves and to stop them from being used by Satan to harm his church.

What is God saying to you…regarding the circumstances happening to you?
2. In this passage, God answered the question asked by Paul in Romans 6:1: Shall we go on sinning that grace may increase?
In a new era of grace, personal holiness is not optional.
Ephesians 5:8 – For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light…
The grace of God that is extended to us is not to be treated as cheap.

It cost Jesus his life.

Nor is the grace of God weak and ineffective.

It does not leave our lives unchanged.
The Holy Spirit births in the believer a new nature.

The Spirit, motivates the believer to live a lifestyle that is consistent with who they now are in Jesus.

And the same Spirit, who motivates us to be holy, is quick to convict us whenever old habits of sin are expressed.

God’s Spirit is committed to keeping us on track spiritually.

And to that end he disciplines us when needed.

Look at Amos 4:6-13
Remember, according to Hebrews 12, discipline involves…hardship, rebuke, chastening, and pain.

What were the means God used in the time of Amos, to get the attention of his followers? 
He brought upon them: empty stomachs; lack of rain; crop failure; sickness; and destruction.
And when those expressions of discipline had no effect, then finally, the Lord said to Israel – “prepare to meet your God!
I believe something similar happened with Ananias and Sapphira.

Physical death can be an act of discipline… which God may use… when all other attempts at correction have been ignored and rebuffed.

But rather than taking offense at God’s severity, this passage encourages us to keep short accounts with God; to respond to him immediately when we hear his voice; to go back to the cross as often as necessary to confess our sin and to receive his forgiveness; and to never forget that God will do whatever is necessary to finish in us what he began.
What is God saying to you…this morning?

Is there anything he is asking you to deal with? To yield to him?
3. It is a blessing to be gripped by the fear of God.
Proverbs 1:7 – The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge…

We are prone to diminish God; to bring him down into categories we understand.

We do that with both his love and his holiness.

God is a consuming fire to whom we find ourselves drawn.

If we, his church, are to live and to speak rightly of God, then we need to be careful and diligent to think rightly of him, and to relate rightly to him in light of his majesty and greatness.
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What happened in Acts 5 is a reality check for every generation of believers.

It is perilous to treat God flippantly, lightly, disrespectfully.

No one can succeed in deceiving God or in lying to him.
Yes, God is love.

But he will never make compromises with; he will never overlook sin or allow it to co-exist within us.
We are invited to live in relationship with him.

But that means we must walk in the light as he is in the light.

We come to God… on his terms.

And we interact with him… on his terms.

What is God saying to you…this morning…about how you interact with him?

Our closings songs were recently written and recorded by Hillsong.

The first song invites you to be still; to sit quietly in God’s presence and to remember who he is and what he is capable of doing.
Be Still

VERSE 1:


Be still and know
That the Lord is in control
Be still my soul
Stand and watch as giants fall

CHORUS:
I won’t be afraid
You are here
You silence all my fear
I won’t be afraid
You don’t let go
Be still my heart and know
I won’t be afraid

VERSE 2:
Be still and trust
What the Lord has said is done
Find rest don’t strive
Watch as faith and grace align

BRIDGE:
Surely love and mercy
Your peace and kindness
Will follow me
Will follow me

POST CHORUS:
Your love surrounds me
Your love surrounds me here

New wine is an analogy Scripture uses when describing how God works in our lives.

I encourage you to listen to and to use the words of this song as a prayer to God.

Yield to his discipline – his hand is careful – you can trust him.

Prayer team members are here to pray with you – you come as God prompts, right now or at the end of the service.
New Wine

VERSE 1:
In the crushing
In the pressing
You are making new wine
In the soil I now surrender
You are breaking new ground

PRE-CHORUS:
So I yield to You and to Your careful hand
When I trust You I don’t need to understand

CHORUS:
Make me Your vessel
Make me an offering
Make me whatever You want me to be
I came here with nothing
But all You have given me
Jesus bring new wine out of me

VERSE 2:
In the crushing
In the pressing
You are making new wine
In the soil I now surrender
You are breaking new ground

BRIDGE:
Where there is new wine
There is new power
There is new freedom
The Kingdom is here
I lay down my old flames
To carry Your new fire today
The Blessing
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