Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues


April 22, 2018

Acts 4:36-5:11: What Kind of God Is This?





What do you like/what do you love most about God?

What is it about God that you don’t understand or that greatly troubles you?
Acts 4:31-35
Summarize the good things that were happening in the church.
Acts 4:36-5:11
Put in your own words the threat uncovered by God.
Why after being confronted did Ananias and Sapphira both die?

What is the between judgment and discipline?
Read and interact with Hebrews 2:5-11:

Three take-aways.
1. The lenses of love.

Express in your own words how you understand the jealous love of God.

Read Ephesians 5:25-30.

What does this analogy teach about the jealous love of God?

How is God’s holy love dangerous?
2. God’s answer to Paul’s question in Romans 6:1: Shall we go on sinning that grace may increase?
In an era of grace, is personal holiness optional? Why? Why not?
What emphasis does Ephesians 5:8 add to your answer?
Explain what you understand the phrase “cheap grace” to mean.
3. It is a blessing to be gripped by the fear of God.
We are prone to diminish God; to bring him down into categories we understand.

We do that with both his love and his holiness. Why do you think we do this?
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Do you agree/disagree and why?
God cannot be deceived; he sees and knows everything. Since the fall, it has been an instinctive reaction of all humans to cover themselves in order to hide; or to pretend to be something other than what they really are. The fallen angels do the same thing. 

2 Corinthians 11:14 teaches that Satan masquerades as an angel of light, as do those who are with him.

While we can fool others; and while Satan can fool us; no one can fool God. He sees everything; and he will uncover everything because he is committed to making us holy; to finish what he began in us. What happened to Ananias and Sapphira, urges us to keep short accounts with God – to deal with sin the very first time the Spirit speaks to us about it. Because God sees and knows everything, he does not deal with our sin superficially.

He uncovers and brings it into the light where it can be seen for what it is, in order to deal with it.
When a person believes in Jesus, they are born of the Spirit; they are given a new heart; a new nature. But that’s just the start. From that point onward, the follower of Jesus is invited to participate with the Spirit as he transforms their life, from the inside out.

What is the believer’s role in this process of transformation? 
Read Ephesians 4:22-24.
Read Colossians 3:5-10: 

These verses help us to understand that putting off the old, means: 
there are things we used to do, that must die – it’s a us or them decision –and 
there are attitudes and language we have to get rid of – like throwing out trash.
Was there any evidence of Ananias and Sapphira “putting off/putting on?”
What evidence is there of “putting off/putting on” in your life?
Distinguish your role (what you are responsible for) from the Spirit’s role.
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