This we must do…					       		June 24, 18
Acts 5:25-32

Coffee Question: when it comes to each day, do you prioritize, and how?
 Feedback


Big Idea: to follow Jesus requires one to give him first place in every facet of one’s life.

Read the passage - Acts 5:25-32
As always, the context is very important.

Luke described the reaction of the people at the temple.
The captain and his officers who went to arrest the apostles... were careful in how they apprehended them - they feared that the people at the temple listening to the apostles... might stone them if they used force.

In the eyes of the people the apostles had done great good in two distinct ways.

1. Many of the people, whether it was themselves or a family member or a friend, had experienced healing from God through the hands of the apostles.

2. The apostles, like Jesus… taught and explained the Scriptures in ways that ordinary people could understand.

Since Pentecost, those who listened to the apostles teaching, had experienced something similar to what had happened to the two who walked to Emmaus with Jesus on resurrection day: “Did not our hearts burn within us...while he opened the Scriptures to us.” Luke 24:32.

I see here a connection to our lives.
It is obvious that some in Acts 5 understood; while others didn’t.
Some perceived; others didn’t.

It is still the same today.
Like Jesus told Nicodemus – the wind of the Spirit blows – you can’t see him; but you see the evidence of him in lives that are touched.

Why do some people respond and others don’t?
In the book of Acts, it may appear it was because of a class divide – leadership versus ordinary people.
But it was really a heart divide.

Ravi Zacharias said that Jesus came for the destructive, the derelict and the destitute, as well as the sophisticated, the successful and the skilled. 
All of us need a new heart because the issue for all of us is not of the intellect, but of the spirit.		Jesus Among the Secular Gods

Luke described the dilemma of the Sadducees.
I remind you - they didn’t believe in the existence of spirits (that is, angels and demons).

What baffled the Sadducees was when the captain of the temple guard sent his officers to escort the apostles to the hall where the members of the Sanhedrin met, only to report back that the apostles were gone - they were nowhere to be found.
[image: ]

The Sadducees knew they had arrested them the night before.
They knew they had made certain the apostles were locked up in the prison and that guards were posted to prevent their escape.

And so, because of what the Sadducees believed…there were only two possible options to explain the situation.

1. The apostles bribed the guards to let them out. 
	But the guards were still at their post… unaware that the apostles were gone.
	If the guards had been bribed, they too would have been long gone.
2. Some of the Christians broken into the jail, fought and overcome the guards and rescued the apostles.
	But there was no indication that there had been a fight or that the guards 	had been overpowered. 
	The doors to the prison remain closed and locked.

The beliefs of the Sadducees restricted them from considering a third option – the option that explained what had really happened – an angel from God broke them out.

As God by his Spirit searches for people, he has to confront beliefs they’ve accepted; beliefs they’ve grown into…
All of us, at some point, have held or still hold beliefs that blind us to the fact of God’s reality and activity on the earth.

The people of our culture have a growing appreciation for the earth.
They recognize the gifts of the earth, and are deeply appreciative of them; they want to protect the earth… but many can’t see the Giver.
It’s somewhat like being moved by a painting or a piece of music and not recognizing the painter or the composer.

It’s here the spiritual deadness within us all manifests.
Before we are found by Jesus - we hold tightly to our assumptions even when our assumptions are inconsistent and are holding us from the truth.

This is how it had played out for the Sadducees.
Weeks earlier the Roman guards who had stood watch over the tomb of Jesus, had come to them with a situation, that while somewhat different, still raised incredibly, perplexing questions.

Along with not believing in spirits (angels and demons) the Sadducees also did not believe in the resurrection of the dead.
But the report which the Roman guards gave to the Sanhedrin... was a story of resurrection, Matthew 28:2-7: 

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 [We] were so afraid of him that [we] shook and became like dead men.
 5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”

Those Roman guards had seen the angel of the Lord; they’d watched the angel roll away the stone; they’d heard the angel tell the women that Jesus was risen.
But what did the Sadducees do with the news of with the Roman soldiers?

They “devised a plan” because the guards’ news didn’t fit their beliefs.
They bribed the Roman soldiers to change their story and say that the body of Jesus had been stolen.

Something similar was being played out in Acts 5.
This time they didn’t devise a plan to explain the unexplainable; they just ignored it.

This is why when they apostles were brought before them, they didn’t ask, “How did you get out of jail?” or, “Why did you go back to the temple and teach, instead of going into hiding?” 

These were not questions for which they wanted an answer.
[image: Related image]
And so, they said to the apostles: We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name. Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.

Luke described the response of the apostles.
Were the apostles, in their teaching, trying to blame the Sanhedrin for Jesus’ death? 
The Scripture answers that question.

As he preached on the day of Pentecost, Peter said in Acts 2:36: 
“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”

Who was Peter speaking to?
Peter spoke to a great crowd of people, comprised of God-fearing Jews from every nation, who had gathered together because they’d heard the sound like the blowing of a violent wind.

What Peter said to that crowd of thousands was that the guilt for what had been done to Jesus, fell on all humanity.
 [image: Related image]
The theme of the apostles teaching was confirmed in the instruction given to them by the angel who released them from jail: “Go, stand in the temple courts, and tell the people all about this new life.”
[image: ]
The apostles taught that following Jesus is about living... a new life.
What is this new life? 

When he returned to his Father’s home, Jesus told his followers: “I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:20
This is an incredible promise - Jesus is with his people...always.
But this new life is so much more than the fact that Jesus is with us.

Through the apostle Paul, God’s Spirit told the church in Galatia: Christ lives in you.
[image: ]

This is the very thing Jesus promised his followers in John 14:23: 
“Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”

Follower of Jesus…not only is Jesus... with you; he is... in you.
He makes his home in our life.

But there is an important detail that we need to take note of in Galatians 2:20 that makes it clear why it is that Jesus can make his home in his followers.

 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

When a person is found by Jesus; when they turn their lives towards him, believing in him and receiving him...as they put their faith in Jesus, what happens is...the once for all time, work of Jesus, done on the cross, is applied to their life - his death becomes their death.
At that very moment, their nature, which had been dominated by sin from their conception, is now put to death. I am crucified with Christ…
This also is the moment, when God’s Spirit creates in a person a new nature, that is alive to God.

Colossians 2:9-12 
 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form...
It matters who Jesus is.
He is not just a man...not just a spiritual teacher…not...a...son of God.
What Jesus did is inseparably connected to who he is. He is God in bodily form.

...and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority.  

In Jesus a person finds fullness of life...as their old nature is crucified; and as a new nature is birthed in them.
Who is it that does this miracle of re-creation?
It is the One to whom there is no rival.

Jesus is the highest authority in heaven and earth…which means, among many things, that what he does, cannot be undone by someone else.

In him you were also circumcised, [but not by a physical procedure. Christ performed a spiritual circumcision - the cutting away of your sinful nature. 

When one believes in Jesus and receives him, God does a work within... the heart of a person; a work that is described as... spiritual circumcision.
God cuts away the nature corrupted by sin; the nature that had deadened one’s heart.

2 Corinthians 5:17 describes this work of God in this way: ...the old has gone, the new has come.
[image: ]
You were buried with Christ in baptism. And with him you were raised to new life]
through your faith in the [mighty power] of God, who raised him from the dead.

What Jesus accomplished with his life, death and resurrection - salvation- is applied to the life of every person who believes in him and receives him.

To those of you who follow Jesus or are thinking of following him, I remind you...
that what we’ve just considered is why the Christian life cannot be explained, nor lived apart from Jesus.

Jesus’ followers are not simply moral people, or ethical people, or those who have strong wills to do what is good.
These things do describe Jesus’ followers.

But they are the outworking of who we are...because...Christ lives in us, not why he comes to live in us.

Like the analogy given by Jesus in John 15, his life flows into us… like the life-giving sap flows from the vine into the branches.

This is the message of new life the apostles spoke about.

They were not speaking philosophically or debating in the abstract.
Neither were they politically motivated, wanting to start a new religious party whose members would join the Sanhedrin.

In their own words, “they were witnesses of these things” that had made new life possible. What things?

Look again at Acts 5:30: that “the God of their ancestors had raised Jesus from the dead - the very Jesus whom the Sanhedrin had conspired to kill by crucifixion, but who now had been exalted to God’s right hand as Prince and Savior in order that he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins.”

In addition, “so was the Holy Spirit” a witness of these things.

All of this helps to explain the response of Peter and the apostles to the high priest:
“We must obey God rather than men.”

How are we to understand that word “must?”
[image: ]
Are there things you “must” do?
Is the focus of your life; the direction of your life; the energies of your life being spent on pursuing these “musts?”

For the apostles, their “must” referred to that which they considered to be essential; most important.

I see here a connection to our lives.
In the time in which you and I live, there is so much that competes for a person’s attention; for our time and resources. 

How many of you feel this pull of different things that want you to make them a “must?”
How do you deal with those competing pulls?
How do you know what is good and what is best?

See if this helps to think of it like this.
The spending of money reflects a person’s priorities.
[image: ]
Some create a budget and then spend according to their priorities. 

Other put their money in a bank account and choose to allow their priorities to be shaped by whatever first comes their way, hoping each month, that there will be enough.

The same thing can happen with how a person spends their time.
[image: ]
Some prioritize what is important and then ensure the spending of their time is focused on those essentials.

Others choose to spend their time on whatever first comes their way.
This can and often results in pressure – when they end up short of time.
In order to squeeze in more – they cut corners, or compromise in other areas.

There is an important life principle which Jesus had modeled and taught to the apostles.
The Father was always first.
Jesus would have said – “I must be with my Father.”

Jesus lived a full life; but he never neglected his relationship with the Father.
The resulting intimacy of that relationship, is where he drew wisdom and strength for each day.

It was the same for the apostles.
They were not committed to an ideology; a religion; a tradition; a force, but to the person of Jesus.
They loved him supremely.
They would do anything for him; not because they had to, but because they had experienced his self-giving, sacrificial love for them.

It was love, and only love that makes sense of their response to the Sanhedrin.
The apostles in Acts 5 were 100% in.
They had given their lives to Jesus, and whatever he asked of them; however, he chose to use their lives - they trusted him.

This can sound radical, but it is actually the norm for everyone who follows Jesus.
The option before the apostles.... to turn away from Jesus; to ask him to move out - so that the Sanhedrin would stop harassing them... was not an option.

That’s why they said, without hesitation...we must obey God rather than men.

In Acts 5 there was a very specific situation.

Jesus had told them to share the good news.
An angel of God had told them of behalf of God to announce the news of new life.

Do you know why they didn’t fear the threat of the Sanhedrin?
Because they loved Jesus most!

This is important - “Perfect love casts out fear.”
Their courage was the outflow of their love for Jesus.

Our culture is not yet at the point where we are at risk of being arrested for speaking publicly about our faith.
But that doesn’t mean there aren’t many aspects of our life where our culture squeezes hard, trying to get us to conform to what it says is best.
[image: ]

Every day, you are pressed hard to compromise; to cut corners, not just in a few areas, but in every aspect of your life.

I remind you that if we are to follow Jesus to the end – it will be because…we have given him the place of pre-eminence; we’ve made him first; kept him first; loved him first.

 Jesus is not… just one… of many important facets of your life.
He is the most important.
He is the center that defines who you and I are, and what we do.

When we get this right, when we love Jesus above all ele, then we will receive wisdom from the Spirit in how to spend our lives – what to give ourselves to; what to turn away from.

When we have experienced the great love of Jesus, and we live in his love, then the “must” of obeying God in everything, is not hard, even if it brings challenging circumstances into our lives.

Remember: Perfect loves casts our fear.

We can gladly and wholeheartedly give to Jesus the priority in everything - our time, our resources, our pursuits - because we’ve been gripped by his love and in turn love him with all of our heart, soul and mind.

As we do so, this is how we pass on the faith to the next generation - our children and grandchildren.

How will they learn that no one is a fool who gives up everything to gain Jesus, unless they see us pursuing the love of our love?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Prayer team are ready to pray with you – both as we sing and at the end of the service.
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