Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues



                        July 22, 18
Jesus Prays for His Church, Acts 6:1-7
As Dr. Luke began this book, he wrote: In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up into heaven… Acts 1:1
The former book referred to is the gospel of Luke, which focused on all that Jesus began to do and to teach, when he lived on the earth.

As the time came near for him to give his life in sacrifice, Jesus told his followers, …I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.   Matthew 16:18
When Jesus spoke of his church, he was not talking about a building, but of a people brought into relationship with him, by faith through grace.

This book, the book of Acts, is about what Jesus continued to do, as he, through the Holy Spirit, and through his followers, built his church, in Jerusalem, and then in the provinces of the Roman Empire. 
In the first five chapters of this book, we’ve looked at two significant threats that confronted the church – fear and hypocrisy.
Last week, as we began to study Acts 6, we looked at a third threat - offense – and saw how the church confronted that threat and resolved it with a reconciling spirit.
I want us to look at Acts 6:1-7 again – because there is a second layer to this story that will stoke our awe of Jesus, and impassion our commitment to radically live for him.

Next week, we will focus on the third layer, that will increase our gratitude for the Holy Spirit; and encourage and challenge us to be known as those who are full of the Spirit. 

It would be very easy in this story to focus on the example of the apostles.

It would easy to conclude that we need to be wise like they were; that we need to be humble like they were; that we need to be confident in our calling like they were; that we need to be willing to share leadership like they did.
Don’t get me wrong - there are good lessons to be learned from their example.

But if that is our only take-away, we will have missed seeing Jesus, the true hero of the story. What is that Jesus does in Acts 6:1-7?

It is what Jesus has been doing since his return to his Father’s home.

Big Idea: Jesus prays for his church.
Romans 8:34: 
Who then is the one who condemns? No one. 
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life
—is at the right hand of God 
and is also interceding for us.
Hebrews 7:25: 
[Jesus] is able to save completely those who come to God through him, 
because he always lives to intercede for them.
This is our big idea, but it is not a new idea (
However, it is my hope that as we read and think upon what Jesus does, his Spirit will connect this truth to our lives in new and fresh ways.

Though there is no mention in Acts 6 that Jesus was interceding – how the church confronted the threat of offense and resolved it with a reconciling spirit – confirms he was. 

Do we know what Jesus asked the Father to do?

While Acts 6 doesn’t answer that question, John 17 does.

The night before his death, Jesus spoke with the Father about his followers, those 120 men and women, who’d been with him the past 3 ½ years.

And his prayer was not just for them.
John 17:20 – My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message…
Jesus’ prayer that night included us who are here this morning.

The message of the apostles has been passed on, from person to person, until it came 
to us.

Let’s look at that prayer.
v.11b.

…Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name – the name you gave me – 
so that they may be one as we are.
What does that mean – “the power of your name?”
There are two important parts to this phrase.

The “name” of God encompasses all that God is – his sovereignty; his holiness; his wisdom; his eternality; his justice; his love; his mercy; his wrath; his grace; his anger… and I could go on and on.

God’s name is powerful. But how powerful?
In Genesis 1 – we repeatedly read of God creating… by…speaking.
God simply had to say, “let there be” and “there was.” 
In the conversation God had with Job, found in chapters 38-41, God again and again reminded Job of who he is and the immensity of his power.

In John 17:11, what did Jesus specifically ask the Father to do by the power of his name?

To protect his people.

Protect them for what purpose? 
Protect them “so that they may be one as we are.”
This oneness is not an emotional experience or something fragilely held together.
The oneness Jesus asks for, is a oneness of heart, spirit, purpose, mission, passion, love – like the oneness that exists between him and the Father.

v.12-15.

…protect them from the evil one.
Who is that tries to harm Jesus’ people? The evil one.

Interestingly, this is the same request Jesus taught his followers to pray.
Our Father, who is in heaven, holy is your name.

Your kingdom come; your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but… deliver us from the evil one.
This request made by Jesus, impresses upon us that while Satan is a defeated foe, he is nonetheless dangerous.

One of his key strategies is to try to crack in order to fragment this profound oneness that Jesus’ followers experience with God and with each other.

There is a truth that is important for us to remember about the evil one.
In the sovereignty of God, he is allowed to touch God’s own, only if in doing so, it will advance the glory of God and mature the follower of Jesus.
Remember what Jesus told Peter – I have prayed that your faith may not fail.
Now in heaven, Jesus, who is alive forever, never stops praying to the Father for his own.

In the first six chapters of Acts, we’ve seen the Father, in answer to Jesus’ prayers, 
give grace to his church – grace that preserved; guarded; and protected.

v.16-17.

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 
What does it mean to sanctify? 

To sanctify is to set apart.
What is it that sets the followers of Jesus apart? The truth.

As Jesus spoke of truth he was not referring to it as an idea or a principle.
This is what Pilate thought when he asked Jesus, John 18:38 - “What is truth?”
Jesus had already told him, “The reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” v.37. 

John 1 identifies Jesus as the Word of God.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind…

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  v.1-4, 14.
Jesus said of himself, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  John 14:6
Truth is personal.
Jesus, who is the truth, sets his followers apart. 
v.18-21.

… that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
How Jesus prays for his church has everything to do with why he came into the world.

The Bethlehem Baptist Church Affirmation of Faith states:
Humanity was created in the image of God and in the beginning, we were without sin.

We were created to live in relationship with God and to glorify him as our Maker, Ruler, Provider and Friend, by trusting his all-sufficient goodness, admiring his infinite beauty, enjoying his fellowship, and obeying his all-wise counsel.  

Although, God created us morally upright, humanity was led astray by the subtlety of Satan’s deceit. We chose to take what was forbidden, and in doing so, declared our independence from, distrust of, and disobedience towards our Creator.
Bethlehem Baptist Church, Affirmation of Faith

When Adam and Eve, on behalf of us all, did so, humanity fell and was irreparably fractured, in that, we can’t fix ourselves.
Humanity’s brokenness is seen… 
within every person;  
in our relationships with others, and 
in the absence of God in our lives. 
But Jesus came into the world to do for us what we couldn’t do.

Outside of the house of Zacchaeus, Jesus said, Luke 19:10 – 
 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
In conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus said, John 3:17 – “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”
Speaking to the man whose blind eyes he had just opened, Jesus said, John 10:10 – 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
Jesus came into the world to undo, and to repair and restore, what we by our sin broke – within ourselves; within  thecreation; and with our Creator. 
Jesus asked the Father: May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
The proof that Jesus was sent by the Father and that he accomplished everything he came to do… is the oneness – the unity – the intimacy - the fellowship – that Jesus’ followers enjoy with the Triune God because the guilt of their sin is taken away by the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.
v.22-23.
 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
This is how Jesus pray for this community of people, known as Sooke Baptist.

That we may be in him as he is in us.

That we may be one so that the world will know the Father sent him.

That our lives might demonstrate what it looks like to be loved by God.

Jesus is not dead – he is the Living One.
Hebrews 7:25: 
[Jesus] is able to save completely those who come to God through him, 
because he always lives to intercede for them.
This is how the work of God begun in us is finished – Jesus prays for us.
Jesus who is the Living One, is at the right hand of God.
Romans 8:34: 
Who then is the one who condemns? No one. 
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life
—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.
Jesus asks the Father to give to us what he knows you and I need.

He does this for us in our personal lives.

But the emphasis of John 17 and what we’ve seen in the book of Acts so far, is that he does this for us as his church.
Jesus knows what Sooke Baptist needs.

He knows because he is leading us in what we are to do.

And as he leads us, he is providing – opportunity; time; resources, faith, grace; boldness; wisdom; patience; favor; protection.
Think of it like this - Jesus is a general, who oversees a battle being fought, and who is able from his vantage point, to call in for help as it is needed.
Jesus asks the Father for specific measures of grace to be given for specific situations and needs we are facing.

We are meant to live in this truth.

This truth is meant to sustain us.

It is meant to embolden us.

It is meant to remind us of who we are and what we are to be about – we are not a holy huddle, but an outpost of heaven, involved in God’s purposes to redeem and rescue; and all that we need for this mission is provided by our Savior.

As Jesus was the hero of the story told in the book of Acts, so he is the hero of the story that is still being written here in Sooke.

The Blessing

Colossians 2:2b-3

PAGE  
8

