Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues



                        July 29, 18
Full of the Spirit, Acts 6:1-7
Coffee/Question: Share about a recent conversation you’ve had with someone that made you think differently; or motivated you to live differently.
______________________________________

Sometimes a conversation between friends can have ramifications far beyond what either person expects. 

Such was the case in the summer of 1872 near Dublin, Ireland.

The morning after an all-night prayer meeting, the British evangelist Henry Varley and the American evangelist Dwight L. Moody, talked together as they strolled around the grounds of the mansion where the prayer meeting had been held.

Varley uttered a brief but thought-provoking statement to Moody –

"The world has yet to see what God can do with and for and through a man 
who is fully and wholly consecrated to Him." 

Varley's words became indelibly fixed in Moody's heart and mind. 
In response, Moody resolved: “By the Holy Spirit in me I'll be that man.”

A short while after his walk and conversation with Varley, Moody was further impressed by the need to be completely obedient to the Lord.

Back in London, in the gallery of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, as he listened to Spurgeon preach, something he had never realized before, came to his mind:
 “It was not Spurgeon who was doing the work: it was God. And if God could use Spurgeon, why should He not use me?" (Moody: The Biography, 115).
These two incidents from the life of Moody encourages us to grapple with the issue of what it means to be filled with and empowered by the Holy Spirit.”
https://www.gty.org/library/articles/45FILLED/what-does-it-mean-to-be-filled-with-the-spirit
In the Bible, there are often several or more layers to the stories told.
The first layer in Acts 6 is how the Holy Spirit led the church in Jerusalem… to resolve an issue of offense… with a reconciling spirit.
The second, unseen layer, is how Jesus prays for his church, asking the Father to protect his people, so that they might be one… with the Father and each other. 
There is yet one more layer in Acts 6:1-8.
When the apostles directed the church to choose seven men known to be full of the Spirit, it wasn’t because… only a few had the Holy Spirit and most didn’t.

Everyone in the church had been given the Holy Spirit.

For what purpose does the Father give the Holy Spirit to each follower of Jesus?

That we might fellowship with God – yes.

But is that it?

Our passage for today explains another reason – for the purpose of mission and ministry.
As the Holy Spirit came into the life of each believer, he gave a gifting of grace, as he determined…to be used for the good of others.
1 Corinthians 11:7-11 says- 
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 
 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of languages, and to still another the interpretation of languages.  
11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
When the apostles said - choose men known to be full of the Spirit…  we must not miss that two-word phrase… and wisdom.

The apostles knew that the responsibility of waiting on tables - needed to be done by men who were known to be full of the Spirit and who had been given wisdom from the Spirit, as a gifting of grace.

What is the spiritual gift of wisdom?

gotquestions.org says: It is a gift of grace that enables someone to understand, speak and skillfully apply biblical truth to life situations.     https://www.gotquestions.org/word-wisdom-knowledge.html
We must not miss this.

I mentioned it two weeks ago – but let me remind you again.

The skill set of the seven chosen – nothing is mentioned about an ability to work with seniors or skill in food preparation and distribution.

But the men chosen needed to have wisdom.

And the wisdom talked about is biblical wisdom – the gifting to understand, speak and skillfully apply biblical truth to life situations.

Why? What does this impress upon us?

Biblical truth is not limited to a narrow aspect of life called spirituality; it touches all aspects of life. 

The men who were to be chosen… who were known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom, were also men, as Colossians 3:16 says, in whom “the word of Christ dwelt richly.” 

Colossians 3:16: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
The word of Christ is what? it is the Scriptures.

This too is so important.

One cannot be full of the Spirit and wisdom, and empty of the word of Christ.
The two are inseparable.

As the Spirit would fill the life of a believer with the power of heaven; so the believer is to fill their life with the word of God – for it is the word of God that the Spirit will utilize in the transforming of our minds and the emboldening of our hearts.

Next time we will look into what is meant by the phrase “known to be.”

But for today I want us to focus on the second part of the phrase found in Acts 6:3– 
“full of the Spirit and wisdom.” 
If you are currently investigating who Jesus is and the salvation he brought about through the sacrifice of his life, you need to know this: 
becoming a follower of Jesus is not about becoming religious.
Following Jesus is about entering into a relationship with God.

But no one can come home to God or follow Jesus, without the help of God’s Spirit – 
he comes to us; he makes Jesus known to us; he gives to us the gift of repentance and faith; he births a new nature in us; he transforms our lives with our cooperation; he empowers us on a daily basis, to keep choosing God’s will and God’s way.
The difference between being in relationship with God through faith in Jesus and being religious is like the difference between life and death.
If you are a follower of Jesus, I remind you, that this emphasis in Acts 6, impresses upon us that coming into relationship with God through faith in Jesus, also enlists us in his mission – we have been saved to serve. 

Serving others is our new normal; but that we can’t do so, without the Holy Spirit. 
Anyone can be a volunteer.

But you can’t serve… others… in Jesus’ name… without the fulness of the Spirit, who gives you a new nature; a new identity; a new purpose that is in sync with who Jesus is and what Jesus did, and a new power.
Philippians 2:7 says that when Jesus came to the earth he came as a servant (identity).
Jesus told his followers that he had not come to be served, but to serve (purpose).
The difference between a servant of Jesus and a volunteer is like the difference between day and night.
For as the believer serves in the name of Jesus, people who receive from them, experience Jesus through them.
Do you understand this? 

You and I in this world are the presence of Jesus – his hands, his feet, his voice. 

And this high calling on our lives is impossible to realize without the Holy Spirit.
Ephesians 5:18: “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. 
Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”
Both wine and the Holy Spirit are control agents.
But the point being made in Ephesians 5:18 is not a comparison of two things that are similar. This verse is making a contrast.

When wine controls, does it bring the best or the worst out of a person?

Ephesians 5:18 says that being under the influence of wine, leads to debauchery. 
Why is that?
Jesus explained in Mark 7:21-23: 
For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.  All these evils come from inside and defile a person.”
When wine is in control, it suppresses a person’s inhibitions; allowing the evil things within their heart to be easily acted upon. 
When the Holy Spirit controls, does he bring the best or the worst out of a person?

When he is in control of a person, the Holy Spirit produces in the believer’s new nature… the very character qualities that Jesus was noted for – qualities that Galatians 5:22-23 describes as the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
Simply put, when the Holy Spirit fills a person, he is active to produce in them a godly character and to empower the follower of Jesus to live like Jesus and to serve like Jesus.
When it comes to being filled with the Spirit, what is Ephesians 5:18 not saying?
John MacArthur says:  This verse is not commanding empty Christians to acquire something they don't already have. Every follower of Jesus possesses the Holy Spirit from the moment they repent and believe.
Romans 8:9:  "You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ.” 

The sin nature, which all of us were born with, controls a person…until… Jesus is received and believed in.

At that moment of belief, the Spirit of God births within a person, a new nature, which is now alive to God.
It is this new nature that the Holy Spirit has come to control as he makes his home in us.

Romans 8:9 cannot be any clearer - everyone who has the Spirit living within them, belongs to Christ. 

And if someone doesn’t have the Spirit, then they are not a follower of Jesus.
The Spirit’s presence within the believer is the glorious mystery, that was hidden in plain sight in the OT Scriptures, and that was finally revealed in the coming of Jesus.
This is what Paul explained to the church in Colossae, 1:25-27: 
I have become [the church’s] servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness — the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. 
To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is… Christ in you, the hope of glory.
In the OT era, God made his home in the temple at Jerusalem, in the holy of holies, above the mercy seat. 
But now, through faith in Jesus Christ – our bodies are the temple where God’s presence lives.
1 Corinthians 3:16 – Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 – Flee from sexual immorality…Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God. You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your body.
Jesus Christ lives in you through the Holy Spirit.
We are not our own.

We have been bought with a price.

This is why we live to honor God with our body.

MacArthur continues:
Neither is this verse (Ephesians 5:18) equating the fullness of the Spirit to baptism with the Spirit. Holy Spirit baptism is not an extra experience you need to seek; it is something you have from the moment you are saved. 
The baptism of the Spirit is an act by which Jesus Christ through the agency of the Spirit places you into the Body of Christ. 

1 Corinthians 12:13: For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body – whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free – and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
https://www.gty.org/library/articles/45FILLED/what-does-it-mean-to-be-filled-with-the-spirit
___________________________________
When it comes to being filled with the Spirit, what is Ephesians 5:18 saying to us?

The command “be filled” in the language in which the NT was written is the word… plerousthe.
This word literally means “be… being kept… filled.”
In other words, be constantly, continuously filled…with the Spirit.
Why continually? Because we leak.
How do we do that? We don’t. 

In Ephesians 5:18 this particular word – be filled - is in the passive voice, which indicates it is an action done for us; an action we receive. 

It is the Spirit who keeps our lives constantly filled.
There are things we do that invites the Spirit; that welcomes the Spirit; just as there are things we do that grieve him, quench him and insult him.

But we can’t fill our own lives – only the Spirit himself can do this.

How this verb was used in the Greek language gives us amazing insight into what it is the Spirit does as he fills our lives with his presence and power.
This verb was used to describe…
1. wind filling the sails of a ship
2. anything that would permeate something
3. any agent that controls
Let’s consider these, going from #3 through to #1.

3. In the contrast made between wine and the Spirit, we’ve already noted that the Holy Spirit fills the believer’s life for the purpose of controlling.
Under his leadership, our lives are not ruined.

Through him we experience God’s best as our characters are rebuilt and transformed.

Jesus promised, John 10:10: I have come that you might have life, and have it to the full. 
2. The Holy Spirit fills our lives in order to saturate us with the life of God. 

Ephesians 3:17b-19: And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
God the Father, who gives to us the Spirit, doesn’t “sprinkle” our lives with the Spirit.

Show a salt shaker.
The Spirit is given to permeate every aspect of our life. 
Pour water into a container that hold a cloth.

He does so “that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”
1. The Holy Spirit fills our lives, like the wind fills the sails of a ship, in order to move it in a certain direction.
The natural inclination of every person is to do what is right in our own eyes.

When we come to Jesus, and believe in him and receive him as our God, the Spirit fills us in order to move us to obey God… and in obeying him, to find delight in doing the Father’s will.

Jesus said to his followers outside of the town of Sychar, John 4:34 – My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.
Obeying the Father didn’t drain Jesus; it energized him.

The Spirit like a wind, moves us to do likewise.
We’ve heard God speak into our lives this morning through his Word.

This is an incredible gift – that the God of creation speaks into our hearts through his Spirit.
Some of us have been encouraged as he has reminded us of who we are because of Jesus; we’ve needed to remember the high calling on our life – we are not our own; we’ve been bought with a price. We have been saved to serve.
Some of us have experienced his conviction and this too is an incredible gift.

As the Holy Spirit lives in us and fills our life, he does so in order that we might have fellowship with our God and Savior.

His conviction, when it comes, is to draw our attention to anything that would break that fellowship. As he convicts, he also urges us to deal with it – by confessing and turning from, in order that we might receive forgiveness.
His conviction also is intended to keep us on track as to how we spend our lives – we are a people on mission with Jesus. I assure you – that no one when they appear before Jesus will say, “I wish I had done less.”

Some of you have experienced the Spirit making Jesus known to you; and your hearts are experiencing his pull to put your trust in him. I invite you to come to him this morning.
As we sing our closing songs, these are prayers, they are declarations we make to our beautiful God.

In these songs we express our faith in him

In these songs we express our gratitude.

In these songs we express our commitment.

In these songs we express our yielded-ness to Jesus.

In these songs we express our love.

If you would like someone to pray for you or with you, our prayer team will be over on the right-hand side. You come at any point… as we sing… or after the service.
The Blessing
We often in prayer will ask God to be with us.
In his final words to his followers, just before he returned to the Father’s home, and after he had told them what they were to do, Jesus made this promise:  
And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.  Matthew 28:20.

As I prayed on Wednesday morning at the awakening prayer time, I heard in my mind this question in response to our request. 

We ask God – please be with us.

Jesus asks his church – please be with me.

The blessing I leave with you is the assurance from Jesus that he always is with us.

But I also leave this challenge that as a church we will always stand with Jesus; go with Jesus; be his hands, his feet and his voice. 
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