Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues




September 30, 18
Acts 7:17-, The Story of Moses, Part One
We are studying in the book of Acts and today are in chapter seven.

We’re actually in the middle of a story about a man named Stephen.
He was brought before the Jewish Supreme Court, charged with blasphemy against God and Moses.

In his defense, Stephen retold the story of Israel, focusing particularly on Abraham, Joseph and Moses – who were men of great faith; men who were known to be friends of God.
The surprising emphasis Stephen made is that Joseph and Moses had experienced rejection from their own people.
What is even more surprising - is that Joseph and Moses did not harbor bitterness, but forgave those who wronged them; and then were used by God to be, in the case of Joseph, a rescuer of his family, and in the case of Moses, a rescuer of the entire Hebrew nation.

Coffee/Question

What recently has surprised you?
In the Gospel Project, our kids have been learning that every story in the Bible teaches us something about Jesus – who he would be; what he would do or say; or how people would respond to him and treat him.

What do the stories of Joseph and Moses teach us?

On the one hand, what we learn from them is hard to hear.

It is a human tendency to reject God’s rescuers.

If it depended on us, we would never come home to God.

But on the other hand, the lives of Joseph and Moses pointed ahead to the amazing love of God shown in Jesus.
He rescued us despite the fact that as a human race we rejected him.
The story of Moses

v.17-18
Charles Dickens wrote in a Tale of Two Cities: “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times…”
This same line could be used to describe the experience of the Hebrew people as the time drew near for God to fulfill his promise to Abraham.

Verse 17 says, Abraham’s family greatly increased in number – in this sense, it was the best of times.
But in verse 18, we are told that a king came to power in Egypt, who didn’t know Joseph… a king who feared the Hebrew people… a king who determined to deal treacherously with them – and in this regard, it was the worst of times.
Was it just chance that when the time drew near for God to fulfill his promises to Abraham, that life for the Hebrew people became increasingly desperate? 
No, it wasn’t.

Point of Connection
I’ve heard it said – in conversation with people and through film – “I just can’t catch a break – the universe seems to always be against me.”

A statement like that expresses an expectation that things should go well in life. But where does that expectation come from?

Isn’t such a longing giving voice to a faint memory?

God tells us in the Bible when he created the world and us, everything was perfect. But that is no longer the case - this world is broken and so we are.

When we turned away from God – that choice twisted our very nature… and opened the door for death to enter the human experience.

We were made to be God’s stewards of the earth.

Our abdication provided the opportunity for the fallen angels to usurp our authority, and Satan the leader of the fallen angels, took the whole world captive to do his will.

He hates God.

This hatred motivates him to strike out at God by attempting to ruin his good creation as well as the lives of people.

But in all of this we are equally culpable.

Without God in one’s life, all humans make choices that at times bring with them, difficult and tragic consequences, to others, as well as to one’s self.

This is the bad news.

But there is good news. 
In the stories told in the Bible, there is a repeated emphasis – challenging and/or dangerous times don’t threaten, frustrate or stop God.
You and I continually need to be reminded of the greatness of God – he can do anything; anywhere; anytime.

v.19.
What this king did was so wrong.
Some people might suggest he was an exception; “you’re always going to have a bad apple.”
I really wish that was the case. 

But it wasn’t.

In every generation, there have been people, like him, who’ve done terrible things to others.
Why is it that humans can do such good things; and also such horrible things?
Point of Connection
Tim Keller said, “The gospel of Jesus is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.”
Twenty-six hundred years ago, a prophet named Jeremiah said, 17:9 – 
The heart is deceitful above all things, and beyond cure.
Since Jeremiah’s time, many things have changed in the world.

But the truth of this statement hasn’t.
It still accurately describes the condition of the human heart.
Jeremiah’s point wasn’t that…. the human heart will always do the maximum evil possible – because it doesn’t.
Nor was he attempting to say that… human beings are incapable of doing good and noble things – because they are.
Think of it like this.
All of us are like a child whose family will soon be going out. 
As the child waits in the yard, they spot a mud puddle that proves to be too irresistible.

And so, they walk over to it; then through it; then jump in it, and in no time,  
they have muddied their shoes, socks, shorts, and t-shirt.

When the dad sees the child, he asks, “Why are you dirty?” 
To which the child reaches for their hat, looks at it and then holds it out to their dad, saying, “But I’m not. Look! My hat is clean.”

Like that child, by ourselves, we don’t see the extent to which sin has stained our heart and life.

We think we’re ok – but we aren’t.
Here’s another way to look at it.
We are all like humpty dumpty.

A band aid won’t fix us.

Like Jeremiah said - our hearts are beyond cure.

We need a Rescuer.

We need a new heart.

And that is exactly the gift which Jesus offers to all who put their trust in him.
“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you.” Ezekiel 36:26
v.20a.
Moses was beautiful in God’s sight.

God had created him, “knitting him together” in his mother’s womb – Psalm 139:13.
But none of that changed the fact that Moses was born at a time when the law of Egypt required Hebrew parents to throw their newborn baby boys into the Nile River.

Point of Connection
God decides when and where each person is born.
“Every moment of my life was laid out before I was born.” Psalm 139:16
“God decided beforehand when each nation should rise and fall, and he determined their boundaries.” Act 17:26
Moses had been chosen by God to be the one who would lead the Hebrew nation out of Egypt and back to the land God had given to Abraham.
And the fact that Moses was born in dangerous times, only highlights the power of God to save and to keep.
v.20b-21a.

Moses’ parents defied Pharaoh for three months.
Why did they do that?

Obviously, parental instinct and love were significant factors.
But there was more to it than that.

Their defiance was also an act of faith.
Hebrews 11:23 – By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child…
The Hebrew people knew the promise God had made to Abraham.

They knew the number 400.

That’s why they knew the time was close for God to bring them out of Egypt and back to Canaan.

And Moses’ parents? 

There was something about Moses – that is highlight by the phrase, ‘he was no ordinary child” - that indicated God’s hand was on his life.

This is why in faith of God they did what they did.

But three months after he was born, Moses’ parents couldn’t hide him any longer.
Their placing of him outside, in a papyrus basket, among the reeds along the river bank was not an act of despair or one of defeat.

Hebrews 11:23 – By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.
Right from his birth, Moses’ parents had trusted their boy to the care of God.

Point of Connection
The example of Moses’ parents, reminds those of us who are parents and grandparents that God is dependable.

As you walk with him, in faith of him, he will help you… as you care for and raise your children in an atmosphere of love for God and faith in God.
God will not fail you.
v.21b.
Let’s ask some questions.
Who arranged the timing of when the daughter of Pharaoh went down to the Nile to bathe?

Who directed her to go to the very spot, where the basket containing Moses had been placed?
This was more than serendipity.
Pharaoh’s daughter took attendants with her when she went to bathe.

Do you know why?

The job of the attendants was to walk along the river bank and carefully watch for crocodiles, shouting out a warning if they saw one.
So, who made sure that on that day, and in that spot, there were no crocodiles?

What was it or who was it that caused Pharaoh’s daughter to spot the papyrus basket and then be curious to want to see what was in it?

What or who stirred compassion in her heart for the baby Moses when she realized he was a Hebrew, and that she should have thrown him back into the river?
Where did such presence of mind come from; that Moses’ sister approached  Pharaoh’s daughter and asked, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?” 
Adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter, Moses’ grew up under the protection of the very man who had ordered the death of all Hebrew baby boys.

How incredible is that???

Point of Connection
Is not the wisdom and the ways of God astonishing?

Though God was unseen, he was actively present.

I’ve said it many times, but this passage reminds us yet again – it is not fate or chance or randomness that determines the circumstances of those who walk with God.

Psalm 37:23-24 - The Lord directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail of their lives. 24 Though they stumble, they will never fall, for the Lord holds them by the hand.  NLT
v.22.

Being rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter, meant that Moses became a member of the royal family.

This meant that Moses was given great privilege.

One of those privileges was that he was educated.

He was taught skills and was given incredible opportunities to develop these skills.

But there was a downside.

Moses was immersed into a culture and religion that was the opposite of the faith of his birth parents.

Would his upbringing cause him to forget God?

Point of Connection
We know that after Moses was found by Pharaoh’s daughter, he was returned home to be nursed by his mom – see Exodus 2.
In spite of the fact that his time with his parents was short, their faith and their influence on him was profound.

This is the last emphasis that I want us to consider this morning – the responsibility and the privilege that parents who are followers of Jesus have in influencing their children to know God.

I want to encourage you.

I want to strengthen your resolve.

I also want to inspire you with the faithfulness of God

One of my daughter’s recently said to me that she understands her primary role as a mom is to get her kids home to Jesus.

That is what is most important parents!

Getting your kids home to Jesus.

I urge you, in the short window you have… to do everything within your means to show your kids the beauty of Jesus; to teach them to love him; to model to them that he is worthy and deserving of holding first place in our lives because he is our Creator and because as our Savior he did everything necessary that we might be rescued.

Nothing is more important, parents!
There are many things you do for your kids.

But this is priority number one.

Don’t cut corners here.

Nor be discouraged that your efforts are not enough.

Show your children what it looks like for a life to be built on the goodness of God.

George Mueller wrote, “I am satisfied with God. My contentment springs from taking God at his word and believing what he says.”
Here I speak to both parents, and to the adults of this church.

Demonstrate to these precious children among us… that Jesus is the living water that satisfies our soul.

I call on you to choose to not be spiritually lazy or careless, but rather to immerse yourselves in his written word and so show that Jesus, who is the bread of life, is the One who sustains our inner persons.
Show these kids what it looks like to live boldly; to live life in the power of God’s Spirit.

Parents, talk with your kids about Jesus, as Deuteronomy 6 says,  at every opportunity – when you lie down and when you get up; when you sit at home and when you walk in your neighborhood, when you go to the park, when you travel in the car.
And adults of this church, you too speak with the kids of this church – be a spiritual grandparent to them. 
Get to know their names. 
Pray for them; pray with them.

Be an example for them.

All of us need to demonstrate to our kids and the kids of this church, that God is real; that God is trustworthy; that God answers prayer; and there is nothing more important than living for Jesus.
We live in challenging times.

But our God is greater than…
The gospel, the good news of Jesus is powerful to both save and to keep.

Believe the promises of God; hold on to them; live on the basis of them…and so instill in your kids a resilient, living faith.

Next week we will continue in the story of Moses.

His parents did build into his life – for a short window.
His Egyptian step-mom did build into his life – through his childhood and adolescent years.
But the next chapter of Moses’ life, focuses on when and what God did as he finished preparing him for the task for which he had been created.

I encourage you that while much rests on us - as parents and grandparents; as a church - in regard to the raising of our kids, we are not alone in this task.
Here we partner with God.

And he promises to finish what he begins.

He is good and his love endures forever.
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