Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues					November 11, 18
The Story of Moses, Part Six

God appeared to Moses through the angel in the burning bush for the express purpose of… 
Acts 7:34 – “I will send you back to Egypt.”

God sent Moses “back” to Egypt, because he is a sending God.
This is what God did with all of the prophets – ie. Jonah was sent to Nineveh; Jeremiah to the nations.

This is what the Father did with the Son – he sent him to this earth.
And the Son?
After his resurrection and ascension, he sent the Spirit to his followers.
And together, for the past 2000 years they have sent their people to others.

We have already noted that Moses was “rejected” by his people, when at age 40 he intervened to help - see v.35.
But did you know Moses was rejected more than once?
Read v.39-41.

Maybe the case could be made that Moses was rejected the first time, because of his Egyptian upbringing – 
if you walk like an Egyptian…
look like an Egyptian… 
talk like an Egyptian…
smell like an Egyptian… 	you are…an Egyptian.

But the second time?
Look at the details Stephen emphasized to the Sanhedrin. Read v. 36-38.

Moses was rejected in spite of the fact that…God through him did wonders and miraculous signs in Egypt.

What Stephen was referring to was the ten plagues.
Nothing like that had ever happened.
Pharaoh’s magicians said of the wonders and miraculous signs being done through Moses, Exodus 8:19…
[image: Image result for exodus 8:19]

Moses was rejected in spite of the fact that…God through him did wonders and miraculous signs at the Red Sea.

What Stephen was referring to is when Moses held his staff out and overnight the waters parted so that the nation of Israel walked through the Sea on dry ground.
[image: Image result for parting of the red sea]

Moses was rejected in spite of the fact that…God through him did wonders and miraculous signs for forty years in the desert. 

Stephen was referring to what?
Manna that came from heaven (Exodus 16); 
[image: Image result for manna from heaven]






Quail that flew in from the sky (Exodus 16); 
[image: Related image]
Water that flowed from a rock (Exodus 17); 
[image: Image result for water from a rock - israel in the desert]
Clothes and sandals that did not wear out (Deuteronomy 29:5).
[image: Related image]

But God did even more.
The Hebrew nation heard the voice of God.
Exodus 19:3-6; 16-19.
3 Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you[a] will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”

16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, and the whole mountain[a] trembled violently. 19 As the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. 

And when the people could not bear to hear that voice any longer – 
Deuteronomy 18:16 – “Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die…” – God made Moses to be a prophet.

Moses would meet and speak with God; then communicate to the people what God wanted them to know.

Stephen described the messages given from God to Moses for the people as being, Acts 7:38 – “ living words”.
These words were breathed out from the mouth of God.
2 Timothy 3:16 – All Scripture is God breathed…
Hebrews 4:12 - For the word of God is living and active…

Through Moses God invited the Hebrew to enter into a covenant relationship with him. 
They responded to God… through Moses, saying
[image: ]

Did you realize that the seventy elders of the nation, along with Nadab and Abihu, Moses and Aaron, saw God with their own eyes?
[image: Related image]

Exodus 24:9-11:
9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up10 and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the sky. 11 But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank.

But despite all that God had done through Moses, the people rejected Moses… v.39, and…in their hearts turned back to Egypt.

Thirty-five hundred years ago, their response and their example illustrate the truth of what happened to humanity -  our hearts have been radically corrupted by sin.

How else can you explain – 
…audibly hearing the voice of God; 
…physically seeing God with one’s own eyes, 
and then while the glory of God visibly rested on Mt. Sinai, to turn one’s back and worship the idol of a calf?

God said through the prophet Jeremiah:
[image: Image result for jeremiah 17:9]

The challenge for every generation is to believe God’s assessment of the human condition:
[image: Related image]
This assessment… insults and offends human pride.
But it prepares one for God’s good news - the sweetest truth ever.
What we can’t do, God in Jesus has done for us.
[image: Related image]

As Stephen spoke to the Sanhedrin, I remind you this was now the third time the good news of Jesus had been shared with them – and remember this was the group of men who’d conspired to kill Jesus.

God’s kindness is at the heart of his story of rescue.
His kindness is meant to move a person to turn their lives towards him.
Romans 2:4: … God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance.

This was incredible!
Jesus, through Stephen pursued after the very ones who had condemned him to death.

God is a missionary God.
[image: Related image]







[bookmark: _GoBack]He pursues his enemies.
[image: Image result for romans 5:10]

He pursues those who are sinners.
[image: Related image]

Who loves like God loves?
His love is sweeter and higher and deeper and wider and stronger and purer.
This is what we have remembered and celebrated this morning.

Every time we come to the Table of the Lord it humbles us.
Lest we forget…it reminds us that we are not enough, but Jesus is.

The fact that God pursued us; 
that he opened our darkened minds to see; 
that he removed from us a heart that was dead and made us alive; made us to be new creation…
is meant to flood our hearts with awe and wonder that we are so dearly loved. 

[image: Image result for 1 peter 1:18]
As I said earlier at the table, follower of Jesus, you are not your own; you were bought at a price.

Peter went on to write how one lives in response to such love and such costly sacrifice.
[image: Image result for 1 peter 1:22]
Love one another deeply, from the heart.
Love like we’ve been loved by Jesus.
Jesus said that all people will know we belong to him by the love we have for one another – John 13:34-35

You are not your own; you were bought at a price….
[image: Image result for 1 peter 2:1]
We are to deal with sin issues that the Spirit makes us aware of. 
How?
We are to agree with God; ask his forgiveness, and then turn from them.
In doing so, we give no ground for our adversary Satan to accuse or to influence.

You are not your own. Therefore…
[image: Image result for 1 peter 2:2]

Jesus said he is the living water – John 7:37 – he invites us to come to him and drink.
Jesus said he is the bread of life – John 6:35.
We are to satisfy our inner hunger and thirst with the food God provides in Jesus..

You are not your own…
[image: Image result for 1 peter 2:9-10]
We belong to God – we are his special possession.
You and I have been shown great mercy.
We used to be in darkness; but now we are in the light.

This is why we tell everyone of what he has done for us.
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“We will do everything the LORD
has said.”

Exodus 19:8










Exodus 19:8 
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JEREMIAH 17:9

Theheart

is deceitful above all things
and beyond cure.

WHO CAN UNDERSTAND iT?
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As it is written: “There is no one
righteous, not even one; 11 there is
no one who understands; there is no
one who seeks God. 12 All have
turned away, they have together
become worthless; there is no one
who does good, not even one.”

Romans 3:10-12 (NIV)
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Ezekiel 36:25-27

25 | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you
will be clean; | will cleanse you from all your
impurities and from all your idols. 26 | will
give you a new heart and put a new spirit in
you; | will remove from you your heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And |
will put my Spirit in you and move you to
follow my decrees and be careful to keep my
laws.
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God had dfﬂi(m_e Son,
and He was a missionary.
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If, when we were God's enemies,
we were reconciled to him through
the death of his Son, how much more,
having been reconciled, shall we

be saved through his life. - Romans 5:10




image14.jpeg
E WE WERE
di SINNERS ;
CHRIST DIED

a
ROMANS 5:8

MYBIBLE.COM




image15.jpeg
1 Peter 1:18-19

" For you know that it was not with
perishable things such as silver or gold that
you were redeemed from the empty way of

life handed down to you from your
ancestors,  but with the precious blood of
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
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1 Peten 1:22 (NTV)

Now- that you have puified
yowsselves by obeying the tudh
so that you have sincere love

Jou each other, love one

anothey deeply, from the hewdt.
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Therefore, rid yourselves of all

malice and all deceit, hypocrisy,

envy, and slander of every kind.
1 Peter 2:1 (NIV)
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Like newborn babies,
crave pure spiritual milk,
so that by it you may
grow up in your
salvation.

1 Peter 2:2
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But Kou are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the

raises of him who called you out of
arkness into his wonderful light. 10
Once you were not a people, but now
you are the people of God; once you had
not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy. 1 Peter 2:9-10 (NIV)
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