The Little-Known Stories of Christmas				December 23, 18
The Dragon

The focus for the advent teachings has been the little-known stories of Christmas.
Last week we looked at the story of Jonah.
Today we are going to study the story told in Revelation 12 – the story of a dragon and a child.

In our Christmas songs we sing of the night Jesus was born.
[image: ]
And even though Jesus was born in a barn… we still picture it as this idyllic place.
[image: Image result for manger scene]
I’m sure, as the song says… the night was quiet.
I’m sure weather wise, it was calm.
I know it was holy night.
But on that night, something else in…
[image: ]
…was happening - something…neither the shepherds, nor the innkeeper, not even Mary and Joseph themselves – were able to see.
Revelation 12:1-5 tells us what else was happening that night.
[image: ]
You will never see on a Christmas card the scene described in Revelation 12.
But today’s passage does impress upon us that the story of Christmas is a war story.

Who is the dragon?
When God created personal beings, we learn from the Bible that he created two races – angelic and human.
We also learn, from the Scripture, that the angels were created first.
[image: ]

God did not create a third race of dragons
The dragon of Revelation 12 was once an angel.
In the book of Ezekiel and Isaiah we are told of how this angel became the dragon.

[image: ]
[image: ]

Jon Bloom writes, this angel described in the books of Ezekiel and Isaiah became the dragon when he…
[image: ]

The dragon wished to be God, and so, he took action to dethrone God.
His malice infected a third of the angels , who joined him in his rebellion.

This is why there was…
[image: ]
[image: ]

Having lost their place in heaven, the dragon and his angels came to the earth, determined as Jon Bloom writes: … to corrupt humanity; to entice us to join them in their rebellion.

The dragon’s plan was to steal God’s glory by defacing God’s image in which humanity had been created. The dragon vowed that he would remake us in his image – that he would turn us into lesser dragons who would serve him. 
Jon Bloom, Enter the Dragon Slayer

The dragon promised our first parents… enlightenment.
And they took the bait, only to discover, too late, just ….how dark was the serpent’s light.     Jon Bloom, Enter the Dragon Slayer

I’m sure the dragon was ecstatic to see Adam and Eve driven from the Garden.
[image: Image result for adam and eve were driven from the garden]
He may have only persuaded a third of the angels to side with him, but he had succeeded in making…humanity an enemy of God.
Jon Bloom, Enter the Dragon Slayer

In a world now ruined by sin and cursed by death, the dragon seized power and ruled over…the human race.

He had wanted to be God.
That ambition still fueled his energies.
But to be the god of this world… in his mind… that was a good start.

But something God had said unsettled him.
[image: ] 

What did this mean?
Over the centuries that followed God did reveal to the family of Abraham, clues about the one to come…the one who would crush the head of the dragon.

This is why as Revelation 12 tells us the dragon wanted to devour and to destroy the child.
This is why, though unseen, he was present on that holy night.

The story of Christmas as it is told in Revelation 12 is a compressed story.
Read verse 5 again.

The gap between the child’s birth and being snatched up to God, was the thirty-three years Jesus lived on the earth.

Verse 5 teaches us that though the dragon considered himself to be the ruler of the nations, the child born to Mary took back what the dragon had illicitly seized.
The child born in Bethlehem defeated the dragon by the sacrifice of his life.

Listen to what John heard a voice from heaven say, v.10-12:
[image: ]

When the child was snatched away, as verse 5 says, it was not done in panic.
Jesus returned home to God and to his throne…in victory.
And since that moment, all those who put their trust in him, are more than conquerors through Jesus, as Romans 8 promises.

[image: Image result for romans 8:38-39]

Right now, from heaven Jesus rules over the earth.
But a day is fast approaching when Jesus will return to earth and unite the divided realms of heaven and earth.
When he comes again, Jesus, who defeated the dragon, will banish the dragon and all those with him, to a place from which they can no longer cause havoc.

The apostle John was given a glimpse of that glorious day.
This is what he saw.
[image: ]

[image: ]

On this day, when Jesus returns, all things will be made new.
This is God’s certain promise in Revelation 21:5.
[image: Image result for revelation 21:5]

Old things like death and sickness and suffering and evil will pass away.

This is the hope we remember and celebrate.
Jesus has come.
And he will come again.


This hope impacts us in several ways.

Satan is identified in Revelation 12 as the accuser.
Bu because of Jesus he has been hurled down.

Because of the cross of Jesus, Satan’s accusation against the followers of Jesus no longer carry any weight, because when Jesus died in our place, he covered, he paid in full, he carried away our sins – past, present and future.

We are at peace with God.
There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus – Romans 8:1.

But that doesn’t mean that Satan will not attempt to discourage, or distract, or stall a follower of Jesus.

If permission is ever given by God for him to do so, it is because there is an issue in us that needs to be uncovered and dealt with at the cross.
Example – Peter being sifted.

We need to remember that Jesus said Satan is a liar and is the father of lies – John 8:44.
Satan’s native language is lying.
There is no truth in him.

A key strategy of Satan is to attempt to run a narrative in our minds that sounds like our own thoughts.
But we are not unaware of his schemes.

How do we silence the accuser?

By immersing our minds and hearts in the truth of God’s word – that we might know rightly who God is, and what his promises to us are, and who we are because of Jesus.

By speaking the truth…even to ourselves.
You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.



There is a second way this passage impacts us.
Remember Jesus’ words – “in this world you will have trouble?”
Jesus went on to say – “but take heart, I have overcome the world.”

We live in an in-between time – the war has been won, but there are on-going minor skirmishes.
But these skirmishes will never undo what Jesus has done.

Jesus, through his Spirit and through his church, continues to undo what the dragon has ruined.
Every day around the earth, captives of the dragon are set free.
The dragon’s kingdom is crumbling.

And the reason Jesus has not yet returned?
It is not because he lacks strength, or is needing to build an army of angels.

Jesus has not returned yet, because the gospel has not yet been preached in the whole world.
[image: Image result for matthew 24:14]
There are still men and women, youth and children who need to be rescued.
Their lostness matters to God.

[image: Image result for 2 peter 3:9]

These two truths – the gospel must be preached in the whole world, and that the Father is not willing that anyone perish - are to motivate us to work with Jesus in the carrying of his gospel to all the people of the world.

God’s passion is to become our passion.
And God’s heart is for those still spiritually dead.

Was that not why God sent Jonah to Nineveh?
Was that not why Jesus came to the earth.
Is this not why Jesus told his followers – go into the world.

This mission, the mission of Jesus, is what motivates this church.
It’s why we are who we are.
It’s why we do what we do.
It’s why we pray as we pray.
It’s why we give as we give.

If the mission of Jesus has not gripped your life, then I urge you to get right with Jesus.
For having been saved, we now live for the glory of God.






 









[bookmark: _GoBack]Blessing: Revelation 22:12-17
Between his birth and his ascension, the dragon attempted numerous times to devour and to destroy Jesus.
Do you remember Herod?
Do you remember the temptation of Jesus in the desert?
Do you remember Peter’s counsel?
Do you remember Gethsemane?
Do you remember his death?

The story told by the four gospels is condensed by John into two stunning verses.
The dragon was defeated.
The dragon-slayer came and the war that had begun in heaven, was finished on earth, at Golgotha, on a Roman cross.
At the very moment, when it seemed the dragon had won, Jesus cried out from the cross, “It is finished.”

All that the dragon had endeavored to build, was destroyed.
And Jesus, through his Spirit and through his church, continues to undo what the dragon has ruined.

Every day around the earth, captives of the dragon are set free.
The dragon’s kingdom is crumbling.
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"Where were you when | laid the earth's foundation?
Tell me, if you understand.

Who marked off its dimensions?

Surely you know!

Who stretched a measuring line across it?

On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone —
while the morning stars sang together,
and all the angels shouted for joy?"

Job 38:4-7





https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%2038.4-7







"Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? 

Tell me, if you understand. 

Who marked off its dimensions? 

Surely you know! 

Who stretched a measuring line across it? 

On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone –

while the morning stars sang together, 

and all the angels shouted for joy?" 

Job 38:4-7
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“This is what the Sovereign LORD says:

““You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in
beauty.
13You were in Eden, the garden of God...

14You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so | ordained you.
You were on the holy mount of God...

15You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created
till wickedness was found in you...

So | drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and | expelled
you, guardian cherub...

17 Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you
corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor. So | threw you to
the earth... Ezekiel 28
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How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of
the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth...

13 You said in your heart,

“I will ascend to the heavens;

1 will raise my throne above the stars of God;

1 will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly...
14| will ascend above the tops of the clouds;

I will make myself like the Most High.”

15 But you are brought down to the realm of the dead,
to the depths of the pit.
Isaiah 14
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“...exchanged the truth for a lie, and worshiped
his creaturely self rather than the Creator King...”

Jon Bloom, Enter the Dragon Slayer









“… exchanged the truth for a lie, and worshiped

his creaturely self rather than the Creator King… ” 

Jon Bloom, Enter the Dragon Slayer
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Revelation 12:7-9









Revelation 12:7-9
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And I will put enmity between
you and the woman, and
between your offspring and
hers; he will crush your head,
and you will strike his heel.
Genesis 3:15
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“Now the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ
have come, for the accuser of our brothers, has
been thrown down, who accuses them day and
night before our God.

And they have conquered him by the blood of the
Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they
loved not their lives even unto death.

Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell
in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the
devil has come down to you in great wrath, because
He knows that his time is short!”

Revelation 12:10-12
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e

vFor I am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, I
neither the present nor the future, 8
nor any powers, neither height nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us. 2
from the love of God e
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39
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| saw heaven standing open and there before me was
a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True

With justice he judges and makes war.

12 Hjs eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many
crowns. He has a name written on him that no one
knows but he himself.

13He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is
the Word of God.

14The armies of heaven were following him, riding on
white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.

Revelation 19
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15 0ut of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to
strike down the nations. ‘He will rule them with an iron
sceptor.”

He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God
Almighty.

160n his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS

Revelation 19
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And he who was seated on the throne said,

REVELATION 21:5
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Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in
the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will
come.




image19.jpeg
THE LORD IS NOT SLOW IN
KEEPING HIS PROMISE, AS SOME
UNDERSTAND SLOWNESS.
INSTEAD HE IS PATIENT WITH
YOU, NOT WANTING ANYONE TO
PERISH, BUT EVERYONE TO COME
TO REPENTANCE.

2 PETER 3:9
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Revelation 12:1-5









Revelation 12:1-5


