Membership and Baptism, Part Three				February 3, 2019


Coffee/Question:
While we come to Jesus individually; it is in community that we are made into disciples of his. Do you agree or disagree and why?

There are many passages that speak of the work of transformation happening to a local group of believers. Let me remind you of a passage we looked at last time.
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1. “...Be at peace with each other.” (Mark 9:50) 
2. “...Wash one another’s feet.” (John 13:14) 
3. “...Love one another...” (John 13:34-35; 15:12, 17; Romans 13:8)
4.  “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love...” (Romans 12:10) 
5. “...Honor one another above yourselves. (Romans 12:10) 
6. “Live in harmony with one another...” (Romans 12:16) 
7.  “...Stop passing judgment on one another.” (Romans 14:13) 
8. “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you...” (Romans 15:7) 
9. “...Instruct one another.” (Romans 15:14) 
10.  “Greet one another with a holy kiss...” (Romans 16:16)
11.  “...Have equal concern for each other.” (I Corinthians 12:25) 
12.  “...Serve one another in love.” (Galatians 5:13) 
13.  “Carry each other’s burdens...” (Galatians 6:2) 
14. “...Be patient, bearing with one another in love.” (Ephesians 4:2) 
15.  “Be kind and compassionate to one another...” (Ephesians 4:32) 
16. “...Forgiving each other...” (Ephesians 4:32) 
17. “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.” (Ephesians 5:19) 
18. “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” (Ephesians 5:21) 
19. “...In humility consider others better than yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3) 
20. “Do not lie to each other...” (Colossians 3:9) 
21.  “Bear with each other...” (Colossians 3:13) 
22.  “T each...[one another]” (Colossians 3:16) 
23.  “...Admonish one another (Colossians 3:16) 
24.  “...Encourage each other...”(I Thessalonians 4:18)
25.  “...Build each other up...” (I Thessalonians 5:11)
26.  “...Spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” (Hebrews 10:24) 
27.  “...Do not slander one another.” (James 4:11) 
28.  “Don’t grumble against each other...” (James 5:9) 
29. “Confess your sins to each other...” (James 5:16) 
30.  “...Pray for each other.” (James 5:16) 
31.  “...Live in harmony with one another...” (I Peter 3:8) 
32.  “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” (I Peter 4:9) 
It is because belonging is important; it is because the Spirit’s work of transformation and our walk of faith requires community; that we are studying the Scriptures in order to discern together what is the relationship between membership and baptism and our practice as a local church. 

The piece I want to add today concerns the covenant-making nature of God.
[image: Image result for a god of covenant]
I have drawn upon “reasonabletheology.org” and a podcast from them in the material that I ‘m going to share with you today.

The story of salvation began long before Jesus came to the earth.
I remind you that it actually started in the Garden of Eden.
The importance of the OT.
Five major covenants that progressively revealed God’s person and his plans to save humanity from their sin on the basis of his grace.

[image: ]
In these covenants, God made promises.
[image: ]
Some promises were unconditional – there were things God said he would do simply because of his love and faithfulness.
Other promises were conditional – in that God promised to do certain things… if…certain obligations were met.

You may be thinking – what does this have to do with our discussion on baptism and membership. 
My hope this morning is to show you that it is an integral piece.
Let me summarize for you these five major covenants of the OT.

Noahic Covenant
[image: Image result for genesis 9:11]
This is an unconditional covenant, based solely on God’s faithfulness and grace.
God required nothing to be done by mankind in order for this promise to be fulfilled.
And since its making, this promise has been kept.


After the flood, it didn’t take long for humanity to again, openly collaborate together in defying God, and the result was Babel.
But instead of judging with a flood, God scattered humanity throughout the earth.

It was at this point in human history that God’s work of salvation – to redeem and to reconcile – was advanced through one man and his family.

Abrahamic Covenant
[image: Image result for genesis 12:1-3]
This covenant, though all of grace, did require Abraham to do certain things.
He had to leave his country, his people and his family.

If Abraham did so, then God said he would bless him by:
1. making him into a great nation
2. making his name great
3. blessing all peoples on the earth through him

[image: Image result for genesis 15:1-6]
Unconditional promises were made:
1. Offspring as numerous as the stars.
2. Possession of land.

God again added to the covenant when Abram was 99 years old.
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Conditional promises were made:
1. Walk before me and be blameless.
2. Be circumcised.

It is important to state it again that what God required of Abraham, did not earn him… God’s favor.
How do we know this?
[image: ]

Mosaic Covenant: Exodus 19:3-8.
[image: ]
In the making of this covenant God reminded the extended family of Abraham of his unconditional favor:
1. I carried you on eagles’ wings
2. I brought you to myself

Then, God stated the conditions to be met in order for the promises to be fulfilled: You must obey me fully and keep my covenant.

Finally, God promised the nation that if they met the covenant’s obligations he would do the following:
1. You will be my treasured possession
2. You will be for me a kingdom of priests
3. You will be a holy nation

The people responded – we will do everything the Lord has said.

But in spite of their intentions, history tells us that the nation of Israel didn’t keep their part of the covenant.

Davidic Covenant
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In this covenant God makes unconditional promises to David – no requirements are stated. 
God promised David:
v.9 		– I will make your name great
v.10 		– I will provide a place for my people Israel
v.11 		– I will establish a house for you
v.12-13 	– I will raise up your offspring and establish his kingdom forever

But God did tell David that what had happened to him, would happen to his offspring if they didn’t obey God and keep the terms of the covenant.
v.14 		– I will punish him with the rod of men
But the most significant aspect of this covenant is stated in verses 15-16.
God made two unconditional promises about a descendant of David’s:
v.15 		– my love will never be taken away from him
v.16 	– through this descendant, your house and kingdom will endure        forever

These two unconditional promises were fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
We know this because of what the angel Gabriel said to Mary:
[image: Image result for luke 1:30-33]

Back to the story of Israel.
When the nation of Israel was exiled, because they and their kings had repeatedly broken faith with God, it was through the prophets of that era – Jeremiah and Ezekiel, that God began to speak of a time when he would make a new covenant.
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Through Jeremiah God said:
[image: Image result for Jeremiah 31:31-34;]
See also Jeremiah 32:38-41; 33:20-22.

Through Ezekiel God said:
[image: Image result for ezekiel 36:26]
I remind you that the New Covenant was not implemented because the others were failures.

Through the previous covenants in the OT era, grace upon grace was given to the family of Abraham. 
Paul writes in Romans 9 of this grace.
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So if the previous covenants were good, why did God state he would make a new covenant?

Because of the human heart.
It couldn’t be reformed.
It had to be made new.

When Jesus began his public ministry, he made a remarkable statement.
After his baptism and temptation, Jesus returned home.
There in his hometown synagogue he read the Scripture from Isaiah 61:1-2.
[image: Image result for luke 4:18-19]
What is the good news?
It is how the human heart would be made new!
Jesus did not read the entire passage of Isaiah.
He left off a phrase – “and the day of vengeance of our God.”

Why did he do that?
Because with the New Covenant he would take on to himself our judgment. 
This was the favor of the Lord that humanity would be given.
God would eve keep our end of the agreement.
This is why the grace of God is so glorious.

Jesus was made sin who knew no sin, so that we might in him become the righteousness of God.

Jesus spoke of righteousness and the Law.
[image: Image result for matthew 5:17-20]
Humanity had failed in keeping the Law and the prophets.
Humanity cannot attain righteousness that would restore our broken relationship with God.

But Jesus succeeded in our place – he fulfilled all the covenants.
In his death Jesus took on himself the curse we deserved, so we could be credited with the blessing due him for his obedience.
[image: Image result for luke 22:20]
Sinclair Ferguson from Ligonier Ministries writes:
…when Jesus speaks about the “new covenant in my blood,” He means that He Himself is the covenant. The “new covenant” is no longer a promise waiting to be fulfilled… but is a person who embodies its fulfillment. 

This is what Yahweh had foretold in Isaiah 42:1, 6-7: 
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Let’s recap.
What didn’t change with the new covenant?
The fact that God deals with humanity on the basis of grace.
That the righteous live by faith – Habakkuk 2:4

What did change with the new covenant?
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The people of God in the OT era, were who?
The family of Abraham – his descendants.

But now in the time of the new covenant?
The people of God are those who are born of the Spirit through faith in Jesus.
This was the good news Jesus announced to Nicodemus.

Through the new birth one becomes a member of God’s family.
What this means is that God’s people are those who are of faith, whether they are physical descendants of Abraham who have believed in Jesus, or non-Jews who have believed in Jesus.

The family of God is now global; multinational; multi-ethnic.
[image: Image result for galatians 3:29]
We all stand on equal ground at the foot of the cross.

What else?
In the time of the, Abrahamic covenant, the sign of the covenant was circumcision, which was placed on the bodies of the male descendants of Abraham at eight days of age.

This sign marked them as being included in the covenant community.
But was that all that God wanted – a physical mark on the body?
No – his desire was that the heart of his people would be circumcised.

In the new covenant, the sign is no longer circumcision of the body; but of the heart, and water baptism which demonstrates this inner work of God.
[image: Image result for romans 2:28-29]

We will press more into this next week.



Implications to our study on baptism and membership.
The importance of a declared membership of those who are born of the Spirit
Why infant baptism is practiced by some.
The importance of child dedication.
Graciousness in our position – others of great faith see it differently.













Let me draw several applications as a I close.

1. Ravi Zacharias said, “We learn more by obedience than knowledge.”

It is important… we maintain the unity which the Spirit of God has created among us. For it is there that the Lord bestows blessing and life.

It is important… as the Holy Spirit has poured the love of God into our hearts, that we love one another deeply, and so demonstrate that Jesus is real.

But I remind you as we study together, our goal is not the gaining of more and more knowledge, but the practice of obedience to God; not to earn his favor, but to express our love to him.

What delights God is what Eugene Peterson wrote of:
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Jesus is worthy of our devotion, commitment and obedience!






2. Here’s a second point of application.
I want to encourage you regarding the ways of God.

We live in an instantaneous culture.
And it is easy to think, maybe even expect that God would instantaneously make us holy; or instantaneously work in some situation or circumstance; or instantaneously give us an answer to our questions.

Salvation is of grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone.
But our transformation requires our participation.
[image: Image result for philippians 2:12-13]

I remind you that God’s primary motivation is his glory.
It is for the praise of his glory that he grows your faith and is at work in you to transform your character.

Here’s where I want to encourage you.
From our perspective, it may seem at time that God works painstakingly slow.

It took thousands of years until the fullness of time arrived and Jesus came to the earth.
And after he was born, no one heard or saw anything of Jesus for thirty years.
And when Jesus left earth, he said, I will come again soon.
And 2000 years have gone by.

Some of us can quote the verse – with the Lord a day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like a day.
[image: Image result for with the lord a day is like a thousand years and a thousand years are like a day]

But do we really believe it?
We are in a rush, and we don’t understand why or are sometimes frustrated with God because he isn’t.

God’s Spirit is at work in you follower of Jesus, at a pace he knows is right for you; at a pace that will bring him glory.
And as he works in us individually, so he works in us corporately.

You can trust him.
We can trust him.

He is faithful.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hold on to him.
Wait for him.
Cooperate with him.
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Genesis 9:11 (NIV)

“l establish my covenant
with you: Never again will
all life be cut off by the
waters of a flood; never
again will there be a flood

to destroy the earth.”

“
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Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV)

1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave
your country, your people and your father's
household and go to the land | will show
you. 2 "l will make you into a great nation
and | will bless you; | will make your name
great, and you will be a blessing. 3 | will
bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you | will curse; and all peoples on
earth will be blessed through you."
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God's Covenant With
Abram

Genesis 15:1-6, 17-21
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~ Romans 4:2-3

2 For if Abraham was declared righteous by the
works of the law, he has something to boast
about — but not before God. 3 For what does

the scripture say? “Abraham believed God,
and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
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Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the
mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the descendants
of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel:

4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. > Now if you obey
me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be
my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine,

¢ you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’

These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”

’So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and
set before them all the words the Lord had commanded him to
speak. 8 The people all responded together, “We will do everything
the Lord has said.”

So Moses brought their answer back to the Lord.
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Luke 1:30-33

30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, you have found favour
with God. 3! You will be with child and
ive birth to a son, and you are to give
im the name Jesus. 32 He will be
great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his father
David, 33 and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever; his kingdom
will never end.”
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Jeremiah 31:

4 (NIV]

31"The time is coming," declares the Lord, "when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 32It
will not be like the covenant | made with their forefathers when I
took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke
my covenant, though | was a husband to them," declares the Lord.
"This is the covenant | will make with the house of Israel after that
e," declares the Lord. "I will put my law in their minds and write it
on their hearts. | will be their God, and they will be my people. *No
longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying,
‘Know the Lord," because they will all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest," declares the Lord. "For | will forgive their
wickedness and will remember the
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Sermon on the Mount
“Jesus & Righteousness”

Matthew 5:17-20
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Luke 22:20 (NIV)
20|n the same way, after the supper he
took the cup, saying, "This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, which is
poured out for you.
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Isaiah 42:1, 6-7:

"Behold my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen in whom my soul delights...

| will give you as a covenant

for the people.”
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For you are all sons of God through faith in
Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is neither male
nor female; for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. 22 And if you are Christ's, then you are
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the
promise.
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Philippians 2:12-13

“...continue to work out your
salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who
works in you to will and to act
according to his good
purpose.”
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“...that'you may become blameless and pure,
children of God without fault

- in a crooked and depraved generation,

in which you shine like stars in the universe,
as you hold out the word of life...”

Philippians 2:14-16
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