Membership and Baptism, Part Six				March 3, 2019
The church: a family; a body; a building; a holy nation; a city on a hill
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Faithlife Blog: The Apostles’ Creed… functions like a filter for orthodoxy; it indicates what is and what is not “Christian.” It is a public profession of belief in historic Christianity.    https://blog.faithlife.com/blog/2015/04/the-apostles-creed-its-history-and-origins/

The Apostles Creed consists of three main faith statement beginning with the phrase, “I believe,” which emphasize the trinitarian nature of God – Father, Son and Spirit.

But the last four statements are also important and not to be overlooked. 
While not explicitly stated, the phrase “I believe” is implied.

[I believe in] the holy catholic church.
[I believe in] the communion of saints.
[I believe in] the forgiveness of sins.
[I believe in] the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Coffee/Question:
Why do you think it is necessary for all followers of Jesus to believe… in the church? What makes this question even more important is an observation by Tim Keller:
[image: ]
I need to acknowledge that Timothy Keller has helped and influenced my thinking on the themes we will unpack today. Podcast: Eating with Jesus; and The Community of Jesus.


How many of you agree with Tim Keller? How many disagree?

If this is the case, shouldn’t we rework the Apostles Creed?
Isn’t it enough for a person to believe in the Father, the Son and the Spirit?
Why do they also have to believe in the church?

This is what we want to explore today.
I remind you that we are in the midst of a short series that is looking into what the Bible says about baptism and membership in the local church, and the correlation between the two.  

We want to ask the question of ourselves, could we receive into membership a follower of Jesus who was baptized by another mode?
The question is not whether we would baptize by another mode, but would we receive into membership someone who was baptized by another mode?
These last six weeks we have been carefully studying the important pieces of truth that will help us in our decision.

Today we focus on what the Bible says about the church.
Why did Jesus come to the earth?
Why was he born of the virgin Mary?
Why did Jesus offer up his life in sacrifice?
Why did he die?
Why did he rise again? 

Jesus did so in order to pay humanity’s sin debt.
Jesus did so in order to destroy the devil’s work.
Jesus did so to begin the reversal of all that sin and death had ruined.
And…
Jesus did so in order to build a new community… out of all of those who having trusted in him… are adopted by God as his own.

This new community which Jesus builds, is…his church
[image: Related image]

Do you know what people said about Jesus, as they observed his teaching and his healing ministry during his years of public ministry?
[image: Image result for mark 7:37]
HE HAS DONE ALL THINGS WELL!

When he lived on the earth, Jesus revealed who God is.
God is good and what he does is good.
It would seem it is one thing to know this truth intellectually… and another to see it being expressed right before one’s eyes.

This is why Mark writes that those who saw Jesus and what he did….”were astonished beyond measure.”

The mission of Jesus: 
to save…
 to set free…
to build his church…. 
didn’t stop when he returned home to his Father, forty days after his resurrection. 
It is ongoing to this very day.
What has changed is that Jesus put his mission into the hands of his people.

If the building of the church, was solely done by Jesus…what a different story it would be.
We know Jesus does all things well.
And we know… that as his followers, we don’t.

If Jesus after 900 years or 1400 years or even 1900 years…. had decided, “This isn’t working,” and rolled out a plan B, where he did it all…would anyone be surprised? 

But he hasn’t!
[image: Image result for romans 10:14-15]

What is surprising is that Jesus involves you and me to help him build his church in Sooke, by using us in his search for people who are spiritually dead, in announcing through us the good news of salvation; in baptizing those who believe in Jesus and teaching them to obey everything Jesus commanded;  in gathering those he rescues into this local church, that together we might spiritually grow and live out our faith.

I’m going to be bold in what I say next.
A person can’t find God; can’t be saved from their sin and made alive spiritually… without being brought and integrated into… Jesus’ church.

It’s like when a person chooses to marry someone.
You don’t just get your beloved - you get their family as well.
The Bible uses a number of analogies to help us understand what the church is. 
[image: Image result for five lenses]
These analogies are like different lenses that when put together show to us the incredible creative wisdom of God in his purpose and plan for the church.

1. The church is a family.
When a person receives and believes in Jesus…what happens?
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The follower of Jesus becomes a son or a daughter of God.
And because God is our Father, this means that all who follow Jesus, are now…brothers and sisters.
The church is a family. 

2. The church is like a human physical body. 
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· The church on earth, is Jesus’ arms, his smile, his hands, his ears, his mouth, his feet, his legs, his nose, etc., etc., etc.

· As his body, Jesus puts, not only his reputation, but also his mission in our hands. He trusts us to represent him.

· Being a part of Jesus’ body means we belong to Jesus.
We are in a relationship with him that can’t be broken or severed.

· And in being a part of Jesus’ body and in belonging to Jesus, we also belong to one another, in the same way that we belong to him.
[image: Image result for romans 12:4-5]
Being in relationship with Jesus, brings us into an incredible interdependent relationship with one another.

The church is a family, a body.

3. The church is like a building.
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A building has many parts to it.
Barb and I learned this well…. when we built a house in Revelstoke.

Foundation, frame, exterior covering, siding, roof, shingles, insulation, vapor barrier, windows, drywall, electrical, plumbing, lighting, flooring, door frames, doors, trim, sinks, taps, bathtubs, toilets, heating, window coverings, ventilation.

All of these different parts are needed to make a home.

The passage in Ephesians teaches us that the followers of Jesus are joined together to make what?
A holy temple in which God lives by his Spirit.

The Bible speaks of us individually as being a temple of the Holy Spirit.
[image: Image result for 1 corinthians 6:19]
But is Ephesians speaking of the individual follower of Jesus?
[image: ]
This passage is speaking of the church.

When Paul wrote the Corinthian church regarding their worship service – he taught them that everything done was to honor God, because… 
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This is why our weekly gathering as the church is so crucial and important.
There is an interaction with God that you will not find anywhere else, but in his church, when it gathers, week by week.

This is why Hebrews 10:25 tells us:
[image: Image result for hebrews 10:25]
The church is a family, a body, a building.

4. The church is a holy nation.
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When a person comes to Jesus, they become a new kind of human being.
The local church is a community of all who are a new kind of human being.
Local churches around the earth are part of a new holy nation.

All who name the name of Jesus are citizens of…heaven!
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This is why as Hebrews 11:13,16 says…
[image: ]

The church is a family, a body, a building, a holy nation.

There is one last description of the church that we want to consider.
5. The church is a city set on a hill.
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Jesus said that his followers, are the light of the world.



He also said the same thing about himself.
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The opening words of John’s gospel helps us to better understand this truth.
[image: Related image]
The Word… is a person.
The Word…. is Jesus and he is God.
The Word… made all things.
[image: Image result for john 1:4]
The light Jesus which spoke of…is what?
It is his life.
How incredible must Jesus’ life be; that he but had to speak, and the vast array of life that exists on the earth, and in the universe, came into existence.

“I am the light of the world,” and “I am the life of the world,” mean the same thing.
Jesus’ life explains human life (we are made in his likeness); and Jesus’ life explains the purpose for human life (we are to serve him).

In what way   is the church the light of the world; a city set on a hill?
[image: Image result for lights of a city shining from a distance]
As we follow Jesus, his life in us, shines out from us.
Jesus in us, brings his life to all the projects to which we give ourselves in order to honor his name and make him known.

Just as individual followers of Jesus are a new creation, so is the church a new kind of community - a city within a city.
The church is a colony of heaven.
The church is a living, breathing demonstration of how good life is when Jesus is in charge.

[image: Related image]

Jesus in us and among us, so distinguishes us; so sets us apart; is so distinctive ….that the rest of Sooke, can’t help but notice; can’t help but wonder, why we are so different; can’t help but question whether Jesus is the “more” …who can deal with the weight of their sin; who can fill the emptiness within their soul – an emptiness so vast that Jesus said even if they had all the riches of the world, it would still not be enough.




[image: ]
A family.
A body.
A building.
A holy nation.
A city set on a hill.

When you take these five analogies and merge them together, you get a multi-dimensional picture of how extraordinary Jesus is; how complete and thorough is his salvation; how powerful is the Holy Spirit who mediates the radically transforming life and grace of God the Father.



[image: Related image]

In recent decades, I think in subtle ways, believers have lost sight of what the church of Jesus is.

I believe that in the times in which we find ourselves, a time of radical individualism, that as followers of Jesus we must choose, because of love for God, that we will be as Jesus intended, a community of radical interdependence 
	- a family
	- a body
	- a building
	- a holy nation
	- a city within a city

It is of the utmost important in this study 
…that we study and think upon what the Triune God intends the church to be.
I believe this will lead us to champion a declared membership.

You and I live by our commitments.
They express what is important to us; they articulate what we value.

We – Jesus’ followers - need one another.
And Sooke needs the church of Jesus.





The Blessing

Martin Lloyd-Jones said to his church:
Let us together decide to implore God, to plead with him to revive us again.
Not that we may have the experience or the excitement, but that his mighty hand may be glorified and magnified among the people.

Dear  believer; we need God in mercy  to bless us by reviving us; by re-ordering our priorities, as he deems necessary; and by restoring us to our first love.
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As the church we will gather tonight to pray and ask this of God.
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For just as each of us has
one body with many
members, and these
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In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are 
being built together to become a dwelling in which God
lives by his Spirit.                                       Ephesians 2:21-22
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“God is really among you!”
1 Corinthians 14:25b
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“Our citizenship is in heaven.”
Philippians 3:20
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…we are “aliens and strangers on earth…who long for      
a better country.”                       Hebrews 11:13,16
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The Christian ideal has not been tried and
found wanting. It has been found difficult and
left untried.

(Gilbert K. Chesterton)
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Revive us again;
Fill each heart with Thy love
May each soul be rekindled
With fire from above.



Hallelujah! Thine the glory.
Hallelujah! Amen.
Hallelujah! Thine the glory.
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I believe… in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.



I believe… in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe… in the Holy Spirit,
[in] the holy catholic (universal) Church,
[in] the communion of saints,
[in] the forgiveness of sins,
[in] the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
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Tim Keller:
“one of the main reasons why 



people don’t believe in Christianity 
is because they can’t believe 



in the church.”



DO YOU AGREE?
WHY? WHY NOT?
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