Membership and Baptism, Part Eight				March 17, 2019

These last couple of weeks I’ve thought often about Jesus description of the church as (Matthew 5:14): …the light of the world.
[image: Related image]
This vision cast by Jesus – of a city within a city – is meant to take hold of our imagination; inspiring us to pursue after God’s dreams; and guiding us as to where we invest our lives and resources so that the beauty of Jesus is seen in and through us.
[image: ]




As a colony of heaven…
[image: Image result for a colony of heaven]
…the church is an alternate culture.

It is the desire of our Lord and King that his people show what life is like when he is in charge.
[image: Image result for john 10:10]
Why would Jesus offer abundant life if humanity already had it?
The story of Jesus is that he came into the world because of our need.
He came because the shadow of death hangs over the earth.
He came because there is a thief who steals and kills and destroys.
The life Jesus gives to his followers impacts their identity.
We are a new kind of human being.
Notice the way the passage speaks of us in the plural.
[image: Image result for 1 peter 2:10-12]
We are: a chosen race.
The identity of many people is shaped by their ethnicity.
In the church our identity is shaped by the fact that God chose us.

We are: a royal priesthood.
For many people, their vocation shapes their identity.
What is one of the first questions someone asks of us or that we ask of a person we’ve just met?
“What do you do?”

As followers of Jesus what we do is the overflow of who we are.
We are royal priests of Jesus our King.
We serve others in his name.

We are: a holy nation.
Nationality is another factor that shapes people’s identity – we are Canadians.
For the follower of Jesus, we are citizens of heaven.

We are: a people belonging to God.
People find their identity in their relationships.
The gospel of John says that to those who received Jesus; to those who believed in his name, God gave the right to be children of God. See John 1:12. 

Who we belong to defines who we are.
[image: ]
We who follow Jesus have become a new kind of human.
This newness is seen in our…
…a new lifestyle – blameless and pure, Philippians 2:15; honorable – 1 Peter 2:12.
…a new way of Interacting with members of the opposite sex – respectfully,
treating one another as family.
…a new kind of marriage – a lifelong covenant partnership between a man and a
woman and the Triune God.

…a new kind of home life – a place of thriving and refuge and discipleship
…a new way of carrying out our vocation – we work for the Lord
…a new way of handling our wealth – we are stewards.

…a new way of interacting with those from another nation – welcoming
…a new way of engaging with our own culture – we are the salt of the earth – we
preserve and flavor our culture with God’s goodness; we speak the truth in love; we seek the well-being of our community; we defend the vulnerable.

This change in our identity that has changed our way of living is why we are a community of sojourners; of exiles.
We don’t fit into this world like we once did.

Remember Jesus’ prayer to his Father in the Garden of Gethsemane?
[image: ]
Knowing how dangerous this would be to leave us in the world is why Jesus asked the Father to protect us from the evil one.
We face the same enemy Jesus faced.
[image: Related image]
But Peter is not warning his audience of the danger of these evil ones.
[image: ]
We have an enemy within us.
The passions of our sin nature not only resist God, they war against our soul.
They desire to re-enslave us; to return us to the prisons that once held us.

What the Lord said to Cain in Genesis 4 is applicable to us.
[image: Image result for genesis 4:7]


This is why the Scripture urges the believer:
[image: Image result for romans 12:2]
We are a community of transformed ones.

In this matter that we have studied for 8 weeks, regarding membership and baptism, we are determining the kind of community, we will be.
Other Baptist churches have talked through these same questions. 
What they have learned in doing so, can help us.
We are not starting from scratch.


Grace Baptist Church in Hope, BC is a sister church, who has the same statement of faith and similar by-laws.
In the early 2000’s, people of Mennonite background, began moving into the Hope area.

Because Grace Baptist is the only evangelical church in the area many of them started attending there. 
In time, a number of them expressed the desire to become members.
Though they had not been baptized by immersion, they were baptized as believers by pouring.

This led the church to ask the question:  are there any biblical or theological grounds that would prohibit them from becoming members?

We ask the same question
.
John Piper, who was the pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church for 30 years, in addition to the question asked by Grace Baptist, also led his people to ask and to discuss together whether they could receive into membership, someone who was baptized as an infant, who later confirmed their faith as their own, and who gave clear indication of being born of the Spirit.

If we are going to ask the question Grace Baptist asked, I believe we should also ask the question Bethlehem Baptist asked.
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How does the seriousness of not being baptized by immersion compare to the seriousness of being excluded from local church membership? John Piper

What do we understand to be more important - that a believer be baptized by immersion or that they make a declared commitment to belong to a local church?

My studies these last two months have impressed upon me…
…baptism is the response of a new believer, where their faith in Jesus goes public.

My studies these last two months have also reminded me in a fresh way…
…of what Jesus intends his church to be – a family, a temple, a bride
…and of how Jesus intends his church to function – as a body, as a nation, as a city on a hill.

Both baptism and membership are rooted in profound spiritual truths.
Both are important practices.

Grace Baptist after much study and interaction on the part of both the elders and the church, determined they would receive into membership those who had been baptized as believers by a different mode other than immersion.

Their decision to do so… did not require them to change their statement of faith.
What they did was insert an addendum into their policy on church membership.

Grace Baptist Church Policy: Church Membership

1. On recommendation of the Elders' believers may be accepted into membership of the Church… by a vote of affirmation of the membership… at a business meeting:
a) having filled out and completed an “application form” for membership.
b) having affirmed the Church's Statement of Faith and participated in a
Membership Class.
c) having been baptized as a believer by immersion * in the Name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.
d) having affirmed their profession of faith and expressed their willingness to
assume the responsibilities of membership in an interview with a minimum of two of the Elders.
e) having shared their personal testimony with the membership for the growth and
encouragement of both the individual and the membership.
Their addendum.
[image: ]

Due to the influence of John Piper, the elders of Grace Baptist Church did talk together whether they could receive into membership those who had been baptized as infants.

After much study and conversation, they determined they couldn’t, explaining:
[image: ]

Bethlehem Baptist after study, prayer and discussion came to a different conclusion.
[image: ]
The elders of Bethlehem Baptist believed….
[image: ]






They affirmed…
[image: ]
The church clearly stated…
[image: ]

They were also equally clear in this qualification: 
[image: ]

Unlike Grace Baptist in Hope, who placed an addendum in their policy on church membership, Bethlehem Baptist did not change their Affirmations of Faith –but developed an enhanced Affirmation of Faith for their elders.

Their explanation for doing this is important to understand.

[image: ]
[image: ]



This next month our elders board are praying and studying in order to discern together what recommendation they will bring to the church.

1. Do we leave things as they are?
2. Can we on a case by case basis, welcome into membership believers who were baptized by a different mode?

The example of Grace Baptist helps us to understand that were we to do so we could make an addendum to our by-laws/policy, as they did, without changing our statement of faith.

3. Can we on a case by case basis, welcome into membership those believers who were baptized as infants.

The example of Bethlehem Baptist helps us to understand that were we to do so, we could express similar qualifications and develop an enhanced doctrinal affirmation for our elders as they did.

Next week there will be a baptism.
Has Jesus been impressing upon you that this is your next step – to go public with your faith?
There is room to include you.
Speak to me.

Next week we will be welcoming Darren and Sandy into membership.
Has Jesus been impressing upon you that this is your next step – to declare your membership in this local church.
Speak to me or one of the elders.

As we return to our study of Acts, we are asking the Spirit to continue to teach us, who we are and how we are to act as the church - a city within a city; a colony of heaven.

If there are issues/circumstances you are living right now, where you would like someone to pray with you, there are two people ready to pray for and with you.
You are welcome to come for prayer as we sing our closing songs or afterwards.
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Our Statement of Faith says this:
9. The Church
* We believe in the universal church, a living spiritual body of which Christ is the Head and all regenerated persons are members. 
* We believe the local church is autonomous, consisting of a company of believers in Jesus Christ who have been baptized on a credible profession of faith and have associated themselves together for worship, work and fellowship.

11. The Ordinances
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has committed two ordinances to the local church: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We believe that Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the Name of the Triune God. We believe that the Lord’s Supper was instituted by Christ for believers to commemorate his death till he comes.

Our By-Laws say this:
Article 1 – Membership
2a. All applicants for Church membership…
	…will give testimony of having been born again through faith in Jesus.
	…will give testimony of having been baptized as a believer by immersion.
…will acknowledge their acceptance of the Church Statement of Faith, Covenant and By-laws
3. Procedure of Baptism
Any person desiring to be baptized by this Church must be baptized by immersion, after having given evidence of regeneration.

Let’s recap the two questions.









Parent and Child Dedication

The public dedication of parents and a child is the overflow of a believing parents’ understanding that they have a God-given responsible to influence their children to know and trust in Jesus.
[image: ]
In such a dedication a parent cannot choose Jesus on behalf of their child.
The act of dedication does not impart saving grace; nor is it a guarantee that a child will place their faith in Jesus as their Savior and Lord.
So then why would a couple commit themselves to God and before his church to parent their children in such a way as to give them every opportunity to know and love Jesus.

All of us live and breathe and thrive by our commitments.
Such an act of dedication is an expression of one’s need of God’s grace.
And know this…God promises that he draws near to the humble.
Such an act of presentation is an expression of confidence in the mercy of God, who delights to save.

I believe, that the church body in such joyful and solemn moments is to affirm their commitment to partner with the parents; to declare verbally to them and the Lord that they will take on the responsibility to love and to influence this child; to regard the child as their own.

We believe Scripture does not command or record an infant baptism, though in several cases, the phrase ‘you and your children’ is used – ie. Acts 2:39; 
or in the case of Acts 16:31, 34 – the passage speaks of the jailor and his family being baptized; or in the case of Cornelius, Acts 10:44, 48 – all who heard believed and were baptized. John McArthur

But in the passages listed above, there is no mention of a baby being baptized.
There are examples of a baby being dedicated to the Lord – ie. the child Samuel – 1 Samuel 1; the infant Jesus – Luke 2.




























Why does church membership matter? 
Why is church attendance not enough?

In 1 Corinthians Paul doesn’t say the church is like a body. 
He says the church is a body. 

Regardless of how the culture sees it or Christians misunderstand it, membership in a local church is not simply an opportunity to say, I’m a part of a club, but rather is a scriptural expression of covenant connectedness.

Individualist Christianity is a myth and a damaging pursuit. 
God makes us a part of his larger family when we are born again. 
But then we are to covenant to live in community with a local church body.
ED STETZER, Membership Matters: 3 Reasons for Church Membership


Acts 2:47 - And the Lord added to them day by day those that were being saved.
This verse indicates that salvation was a prerequisite for being “added” to the church. 
In Acts 2:41, it seems that someone was keeping a numerical record of those who were saved and thus joining the church. 


There are other places in the New Testament that show the local church as a well-defined group: in Acts 6:3, the church in Jerusalem is told to: “Choose seven men from among you.”  The phrase among you suggests a group of people distinct from others who were not “among” them. Simply put, the deacons were to be church members.


God’s plan for his church is that believers would belong to a local covenant community of faith. This is for our own protection and maturation, and for the good of others. If we view church as some sort of ecclesiological buffet, then we severely limit the likelihood of our growing into maturity. Growth into godliness can hurt.  For instance, as I interact with others in my own local body, my own slothfulness in zeal is exposed, as is my lack of patience, my prayerlessness, and my hesitancy to associate with the lowly (Rom. 12:11-16).  Yet this interaction also gives me the opportunity to be lovingly confronted by brothers and sisters who are in the trenches with me, as well as a safe place to confess and repent. 
But if church is just a place you attend without ever joining, like an ecclesiological buffet, you just might consider whether you’re always leaving whenever your heart begins to be exposed by the Spirit, and the real work is beginning to happen. gotquestions.org


What’s the bottom line? 
Local church membership is a question of biblical obedience, not personal preference.
Matt Chandler, www.9marks.org/article/journalchurch-membership-biblical/

Why Membership Matters Kevin DeYoung 
1. In joining a church you make visible your commitment to Christ and his people.
You state before God and others that you are part of this local body of believers. 
How many of Paul’s letters were written to individuals?                                                                    The majority of his letters were written to a local body of believers.                                                        We see the same thing in Revelation. Jesus spoke to individual congregations in places like Smyrna, Sardis, and Laodicea.                                                                                                                  The New Testament knows no Christians floating around in “just me and Jesus” land. Believers belong to churches.
2. Church membership keeps us accountable.                                   
When we join a church we are offering ourselves to one another to be encouraged, rebuked, corrected, and served. 
We are saying, “I am here to stay. I want to help you grow in godliness. Will you help me to do the same?”


Mark Dever, in his book Nine Marks of a Healthy Church, writes, “By identifying ourselves with a particular church, we let the pastors and other members of that local church know that we intend to be committed in attendance, giving, prayer, and service. We assure the church of our commitment to Christ in serving with them, and we call for their commitment to serve and encourage as well.”

Responsibilities of Membership
· Progress in a life of devotion and obedience to God 
· Worship regularly with the Church family 
· Fittingly represent Christ in the community by following His example, obeying the laws of the land and seeking to serve and contribute to the community in a way that demonstrates the love and priorities of Christ. 
· Develop authentic relationships with other believers through involvement in a small group, or ministry teams, or personal relationships, or similar involvement. 
· Serve faithfully in ministry as God has gifted you. 
· Support the Church financially, viewing their resources as instruments God has entrusted them with for the building of His kingdom. 
· Live in such a way that your words and actions would challenge and encourage those in their relational circle to become Christ’s disciples. 
· Be accountable to the Church leadership. 
· Seek reconciliation in accordance with the scriptural pattern in Matthew 18 when in disagreement with others. 
· Participate in the business meetings of the Church. 

Benefits of Membership
· It identifies us with a local body of believers and gives us a sense of belonging. 
· It places us under the care of spiritual leaders. 
· It provides a place of accountability in which we can grow in grace. 
· It enables us to serve others in certain positions of leadership. 
· It formalizes our commitment to our spiritual family. 
· It gives us a part in the spiritual direction of our church. 
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Policy: Membership Admission

« ADDENDUM.

"GBC practices only believer's baptism by immersion.
Those who seek membership who have been previously
baptized by pouring or sprinkling in another church
tradition may be recommended into membership, if,
after listening to their testimony, the elders determine
that prior to that baptism they had made a declaration of
belief in Jesus, accepting Him as their Lord and Savior".
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We believe that the New Testament teaches and
demonstrates that the mode of baptism is only immersion
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This conviction must be based on a plausible, intelligible,
Scripturally-based argument rather than on mere
adherence to a tradition or family experience.
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Coffee Question: how you see the church
functioning as an alternate city within a city.

Michael Morgenstern
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