Behold the Lamb						Palm Sunday, April 14, 2019
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Coffee/Question: why a lamb? Why not the leopard of God, or the eagle of God or the shark of God?


Our focus for Holy Week will be on what the Triune God has done to save humankind – I want to help us ponder THE STORY OF THE LAMB.

In the beginning – Father, Son and Spirit lovingly created human kind, in their likeness and gave to us great responsibility – we were entrusted to steward, to rule over, to care for the earth and its creatures, on God’s behalf.

The carrying out of this responsibility was not onerous, for it was to be done as a response of love and obedience freely given. 

In the community of God… love and service is not forced.
We know this because of what Jesus said about his own relationship with the Father.
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For Jesus obedience to the Father is an act of love.
What Jesus said to his disciples in a town in Samaria confirms this.
[image: Image result for john 4:34]
Food is an enjoyable gift that strengthens.
Jesus said that’s what obedience to the Father was like for him – it was like food he enjoyed and… it was like food that strengthened him.

Humanity’s collective story is that our first parents, acting on behalf of us all, were deceived by the serpent.

Catastrophic consequence resulted when they chose to doubt the love of God and trust the the serpent’s counsel rather than obey the good command of the Father.

[image: ]
· The choice made by Eve and Adam, corrupted their human nature and the nature of all their offspring. This was seen in how they blamed others for what they had done – Eve the serpent; Adam his wife.

· As God had warned, that very day Adam and Eve spiritually died.
This was confirmed by their sense of nakedness and shame, and their impulse to attempt to hide from God.

· Their tragic choice opened the door: 
a) for the curse of sin and death to enter, not only the human experience, but all life on earth; and 
b) for the serpent to enslave them and their descendants.

But on that same day, three things which God did showed his great mercy.
[image: ]
1. The Triune God assured the serpent that one born of Eve would crush him.

2. God clothed Adam and Eve. 
[image: Image result for genesis 3:21]
It is subtle, but it is there.
As the life of another was taken to cover their physical nakedness, so the life and goodness of another would be taken to cover their sin.

3. God sent them into exile.
[image: ]
Adam and Eve’s banishment was done in order to spare them from making their fateful choice irreversible.

In the pages of the Old Testament, God progressively revealed clues as to who the Serpent Crusher would be, and surprisingly we learn he would be a lamb.
[image: ]

But why a lamb?
That’s the question we want to think upon this week.

This we know for sure - the story of the Lamb is the hope of humanity.
The story of the Lamb reveals the immense love of God the Father and the great lengths he went to in order to provide the way for us to come home; to rejoin his family.

Today we focus on the incredible, but disturbing story told in Genesis 22.
[image: ]
[image: ]
v.2 – God’s request – take you son and sacrifice him as a burnt offering
v.2 – the sacrifice – your only son, whom you love
Does this phrasing sound familiar? John 3:16, Mark 1:11

v.2 – the location – on a mountain in the region of Moriah 
[image: ]
Where Abraham was directed to go, would become a location of great importance in redemptive history.

Hundreds of years later, at the very same place, an incident occurred that at first glance might not have seemed to have had anything to do with Abraham.
But it did. 

Read 2 Samuel 24:13-25.
- the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite was on… Mount Moriah
- the sacrifice made there by David to the LORD…. stopped the plague

After his death, David’s son, Solomon built the temple on this very spot.
[image: Image result for 2 chronicles 3:1]
[image: Related image]
From the time the temple was completed until the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 AD… on Mount Moriah, the Jewish people made daily sacrifices to the LORD to cover their sin. 

[image: ]
All we are told is that for Abraham it was a test – see v.1.
[image: ]
v.3 – Abraham immediately set out to do what God asked
v.4 – the timing – it took three days for Abraham and Isaac to get to the mountain of Moriah

 [image: ]
v.5 – Abraham’s understanding of what he and Isaac were to do was expressed
by what he told the servant – “we will worship”
v.6 – the responsibilities – Isaac carried the wood; Abraham carried the knife and
the fire
[image: ]
v.7 – the question asked by Isaac – where is the lamb?
v.8 – the answer of Abraham – God himself will provide a lamb

[image: ]
v.9-10 – the preparation
		- Abraham built the altar
		- Abraham arranged the wood
		- Abraham bound his son
		- Abraham laid Isaac on the alter
		- Abraham took the knife to slay Isaac

v.11-12 – the intervention – the angel of the LORD stopped Abraham
v.13 – the provision – a substitute sacrifice was given – a ram, which is 
a male lamb
[image: ]
v.14 – the name given by Abraham to the place – “the LORD will provide”
v. 14 – the saying – “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided”

What would be provided? Go back to v.8 – “the lamb”
[image: ]
Both the name of the place – “the LORD will provide” - and the saying -“On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided” - were prophetic.
Though it was still far in the future, like a signpost, the name and the saying pointed down the road to Jesus.

Both revealed a startling clue – God’s provision would be substitutionary.

[image: ]
v.15-18 – the blessing
	- I will bless you
	- I will make your descendants numerous – like the stars; like the sand
	- your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies
	- through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed
The word in v.18, “offspring” is singular.
This too was significant.
It pointed ahead to Jesus.
[image: Image result for galatians 3:16]


1. It was never God’s intent that Abraham sacrifice his son.
2. God wants the reader to recoil in horror; to be appalled at what he asked Abraham to do.
3. God wants the reader to be shocked by Abraham, who viewed the sacrifice of Isaac as an act of worship – Genesis 22:5. 
What kind of father would think like this?

But why? God wants the reader to know what it cost him to crush the serpent and cure our souls.

In the story of Abraham and Isaac, the angel of the LORD stopped Abraham.
But do you realize that when the hand of God the Father was raised to take the life of the Son, no angel intervened?

It was no small thing.
Our sin was placed on Jesus.
Our debt was nailed to his cross.
This is how on the mountain of the LORD it was provided.
Long ago in the beginning, our first parents, opened the door to sin and death.
Two thousand years ago, Jesus gave his life in sacrifice as the Lamb of God, to open the door – not to sin and death – but to life everlasting.

Jesus died to take away the sin of the world.
But what he did is not automatically applied.
Just as the Triune God’s intent when he created… was that we would willingly love him; so in the provision of the way home - it must be willingly received.
[image: ]
[image: ]

John 1:12-13 says that to all who receive Jesus, who believe in him, it is these whose sins are taken away; it is these who are made children of God and given eternal life.

If the Spirit of God has opened your mind to understand; if you are experiencing his tug on your life this morning, I urge you to come to him.
Such a great love demands a response.
Will you welcome Jesus into your life today?
There will be people here at the front ready to help you.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Father invites you to come home - please come.

Follower of Jesus – the story of the Lamb is meant to rekindle our love.
Love the Lord with all your heart, soul and mind; worship him; live wholeheartedly for him.
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Genesis 3:21

“The Lord God made
garments of skin for Adam and
his wife and clothed them.
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Genesis 3:22-23

And the Lord God said, “The man has now
become like one of us, knowing good and evil.
He must not be allowed to reach out his hand
and take also from the tree of life and eat,
and live forever.” 23 So the Lord God banished
him from the Garden of Eden to work the
ground from which he had been taken.
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Brothers, let me take an example from e
life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a hu
covenant that has been duly established, so it is in
this case. 1 The promises were spoken to Abraham

and to his seed. The Scripture does not say “and to
seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your
seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ.
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John 3:36

3¢ Whoever believes in the Son has

eternal life, but whoever rejects the

Son will not see life, for God’s wrath
remains on them.
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| Ifyoudo not believe that I am he,
i youwillindeed die inyour sins.

John 8:24
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John 1:29-31
The next day John saw Jesus
coming toward him and said,

“Look, the Lamb of God,

who takes away the sin of the world!
% This is the one | meant

when | said, ‘A man who comes
after me has surpassed me
because he was before me.’

311 myself did not know him,
but the reason | came baptizing
with water was that he might be
revealed to Israel.”
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31 but so that the world may know that | love
the Father, | do exactly as the Father
commanded Me.

-John 14:31
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34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of
Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work.

- John 4:34




