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Revelation 5
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The story of the Lamb is an ancient story.
It is a story that has captured the imagination and the hearts of many of us here this morning.
The story of the Lamb is the foundation of our hope.

This story explains how everything came into being.
The story of the lamb explains what happened to us and to the world – how everything went from being “very good”…to broken.

The actions of our first parents opened the door… 
[image: Image result for open a door to death]
…for sin to enter and corrupt human nature and for decay and death to frustrate all of creation. See Romans 8:18-22.

This was the opportunity the angel who became a serpent had hoped for.
With great cunning, he illegitimately seized power from Adam and Eve, and set up his throne on earth and took humanity captive to do his will.  See 2 Timothy 2:26.
But in the Bible, we learn that the Father, Son and Spirit, before they created, foreknew this was what would happen, and purposed that they would rescue humankind.
Together in eternity past they wrote the story of the Lamb.

Last week we considered an incident from the life of Abraham and Isaac, recorded in the first book of the Bible, Genesis 22.
What Abraham was asked to do and the details of what happened – pointed ahead like a sign post… 
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There are other chapters to the story of the Lamb that we are not going to be able to consider this year.
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We will study these chapters next year at Easter 2020.
But for today we are going to fast forward to the final chapter in the story of the Lamb that is told in the last book of the Bible, Revelation.

Read Revelation 4.
Then  begin to read in Revelation 5.
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[image: ]
What does it mean that there was writing on both sides of the scroll?
Why was the scroll sealed…with seven seals?
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Most scholars conclude that what was written on this scroll were the specifics of God’s will and plan for all of history – including how this age would end and the next begin.

Before Jesus left the earth, there is recorded in the Scriptures, two different instances, one before his death and resurrection, and the other after it - when the disciples asked Jesus about his return and the end of the age.
[image: Image result for matthew 24:3]
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Look at how Jesus answered their questions.
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The significance of the scroll being sealed with seven seals, indicated that God’s plan for the ages was known to him alone. 
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Why was John told, “Don’t weep?”
Because… “The Lion of Judah, the Root of David has triumphed.” 
All Jewish people would have recognized these phrases as titles belonging to the Messiah.

[image: ]
The Messiah would be a ruler of the nations.

THE ROOT OF DAVID.
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The Messiah would be a descendant of King David.
But he would not just be the king of the Jews, but of all peoples.

John did what anyone of us would do if we were told, “Look!”
But when he looked John was shocked by what he saw.
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What does it mean that the Lamb looked as if it had been slain, but was standing?
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In the body of the Lamb there remain the scars of the crucifixion – the mark of the nails in his hands and feet; the mark of the spear that pierced his side.

This was how his disciples knew Jesus when he appeared to them after his resurrection. 

But there is something else.
When John the Baptist declared Jesus to be the Lamb of God, this was not a temporary title which Jesus held while he lived on the earth, and then set aside when he returned home to heaven.

Forever and ever… Jesus is the Lamb of God.

Where was the lamb standing?
In the center of the throne that was encircled by the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders.
What does that mean?
Jesus the Lamb is… God the Son.

What other details about the Lamb did John note?
Does the number 7 mean anything? Yes.
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Always in the Bible the number seven refers to completeness; to perfection.

What is a horn?
When the Bible speaks of a horn it is describing strength, power and authority.
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John saw that the Lamb, like the Father, had perfect power, strength and authority.
 
What about the seven eyes who represent the seven-fold Spirit of God? 
Jesus, like God the Spirit sees, knows and understands everything.
This is why he took the scroll from God the Father!
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Look at the response of heaven to the Lamb.
[image: ]
Why is the Lamb worshiped?
Because of what his death accomplished!
[image: ]
Jesus’ cry from the cross, “It is finished,” was a transactional phrase, meaning it had been paid in full. What had been paid in full?

Oswald Chambers wrote:
[image: Image result for christian redemption quotes]
Redeem is also a transactional phrase.
What did Jesus redeem the world from?
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With his life Jesus… purchased… men and women for God from every tribe and language and people and nation….with his life given in sacrifice, Jesus paid the sin debt of humanity…doing all that was necessary to rescue humanity from an empty way of life.
This is why heaven and earth worships the Lamb.
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The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders -> 
hundreds upon hundreds of millions of angels -> 
every living creature in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and on the sea to likewise worshipped the Lamb.

We sing the song 
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As I began the teaching time I said that the story of the Lamb has captured the imagination and heart of many of us here.
But this passage in Revelation 5 teaches that this story fuels the worship of heaven to this very day.

The story of the Lamb is not a tragedy that leaves one drowning in a sea of grief.
It is a story of victory of how the Triune God, in love and in wisdom, did for humanity what was impossible for us to do ourselves.

They rescued us. 
They redeemed us. 
They made the way for us to come home.

· Follower of Jesus… this story is to fuel our worship, when we gather together on Sundays. When each of us expresses our love and gratitude for God the Father, Son and Spirit with all of our heart, soul, strength and mind, we inspire one another to find our delight in Gof.
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· This story fuels our resolve to live distinctly holy live – Jesus died and rose to rescue us from an empty way of life. 

But our look in worship is not just focused on the past.
Jesus’ purchase of us was just the beginning.

Look again at the song the elders and the four living creatures sang.
[image: ]

The Lamb purchased men and women from every tribe and language and people and nation in order to make them a kingdom and priests who will serve God; who will reign on the earth.

When the age of death ends, and the time of the new heavens and the new earth begins, when the divided realms of earth and heaven are reunited, when the holy angels and redeemed mankind live together in the glorious community of the Triune God, the Lamb will place into the hands of the redeemed ones, the privilege and responsibility that once had been given to our first parents, but which they lost when they sided with the serpent.

The redeemed will be entrusted to steward the earth and rule over it on behalf of the Triune God. 


It may be that some of you have not yet entered into the story of the Lamb.
There is an intriguing analogy used in Hebrews 6:19.
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The story of the Lamb assures us that yhe hope of the world is Jesus.
I invite you to take hold of him.
You can trust him.
Jesus is who he said he is.
Jesus paid for your sin in full.
God the Spirit raised Jesus from the dead as the proof that sin, death and the devil are defeated.

I urge you to come home to God.
I assure you on God’s behalf you are welcomed to take hold of the Lamb’s rescue.

What are you waiting for?
What more do you need to know?
You have felt his tug on your heart; he has opened your mind to understand.
So, come to him.
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Revelation 5
v.1a - who is seated on the throne?
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“The Lord God Almighty,
who was,
and is,
and is to come.”

Revelation 4:3
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va - who s seated on the throne?
v.1b — what does the scroll represent?
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v.1a - who is seated on the throne?
v.1b — what does the scroll represent?

v.2 - the question of the angel
V.3 — the answer
v.4 - John’s response
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Matthew 24:3

As Jesus was smmg on the Mount of
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Acts 1:6-7

SThen th‘t-;y gathered around him and
asked him, “Lord, are you at this time
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
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v.1a - who is seated on the throne?

v.1b — what does the scroll represent?
the question of the angel

the answer

John's response

v.5a - the encouragement of one of the elders
5b — who is the worthy one?
v.5¢c — what has he done?
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Revelation 5

v.1a - who is seated on the throne?

v.1b — what does the scroll represent?
V.2 - the question of the angel

~the answer

V.4~ John'’s response

the encouragement of one of the elders
who is this worthy one?

—the Lion is a Lamb!
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My God is my rock, in whom | take refuge,
my shield and the horn of my salvation.

He is my stronghold, my refuge and my savior—
from violent people you save me.

| called to the LoRD, who is worthy of praise,
and have been saved from my enemies.

2 Samuel 22:3-4
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Revelation 5

v.1a - who is seated on the throne?

v.1b — what does the scroll represent?
V.2 - the question of the angel

~ the answer

V.4~ John'’s response

the encouragement of one of the elders
who is this worthy one?

v.5¢— what has this worthy One done?

~ John saw a Lamb!

V.7 — the lamb took the scroll
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Revelation 5

v.1a - who is seated on the throne?
v.1b - what does the scroll represent?
V.2 - the question of the angel

~ the answer

V.4~ John'’s response

the encouragement of one of the elders
who is this worthy one?

v.5¢— what has this worthy One done?
~ John saw a Lamb!

V.7 - the lamb took the scroll

v.8-10 — why is Jesus worthy?
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For you know that it was NOT with perishable things 
such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from 
the empty way of life handed down to you
from your ancestors, but with the precious blood
of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.



He was chosen before the creation of the 
world, but was revealed in these last times for 
your sake. Through him you believe in God,
who raised him from the dead and glorified him,
and so your faith and hope are in God.



1 Peter 1:18-21
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V.4~ John'’s response

the encouragement of one of the elders
who is this worthy one?
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Hymn of the Ages
All history shall bow before Your throne
Time and space on bended knee shall come
Though kingdoms pass away, Your majesty remains
How great You are, how great must be Your song



The Alpha and Omega without end
The everlasting makes this wretch His friend
The angels stand in awe, this beggar heart responds
How great You are, how great must be Your song



You're the hymn of the ages
The hope of all the world
You carried our redemption on Your shoulders
You're the anthem of salvation
Jesus, Lord of Lords
Your legacy will echo through the ages
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“And they sang a new song: "You are worthy
to take the scroll and to open its seals,
because you were slain, and with your blood
you purchased men for God from every tribe
and language and people and nation. You

have made them to be a kingdom and
priests to serve our God, and they will reign
on the earth."
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We have this hope as an
anchor for the soul, firm

and secure.
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