Moving in Step with God 					Sunday, June 9, 2019
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Jesus said in John 10:4, he does go before us, and we follow after him, because we know his voice.
[image: Related image]
Jesus taught his followers to pray: “Your kingdom come, your will be done, here on earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:10
From heaven, Jesus directs us, like a general does his troops, to bring about his will here on the earth.

In Galatians 5:16-25 four action phrases describe what it means to follow Jesus. 
[image: ]
16 So I say, walk by the Spirit…
18 …[be] led by the Spirit…
25 …live by the Spirit… 
25 …keep in step with the Spirit.

You know what I think of when I read these action phrases?
[image: ]
I’m not trying to be disrespectful of God, or diminish him in any way by suggesting that we think of him as being our dance partner.
But what if we were to think of moving in step with the Spirit, as being similar to dancing with someone.
Doesn’t such an analogy help us better understand the dynamic, interactive, personal, reciprocal, intimate relationship we have with the Triune God?

We are more than his sheep; more than his foot soldiers.
We are his family - his sons and daughters.
And he involves us in what he is doing in this world.

Today’s text gives three examples of what it looks like, when a believer, in step with the Triune God, speaks and acts in the name of Jesus. 

But there is a question we must ask – why???
Why would someone move in step with the Triune God?
Let’s dig into today’s text and see what it teaches us.

Read Acts 9:1-6.

Saul had thought of himself as someone God was fortunate to have on his team.
But when Jesus appeared to him…Saul realized how blind and deluded he had been.

As Saul knelt before Jesus, shockingly…
[image: Image result for why does he not deal with us as our sins deserve?]
…Jesus did not deal with Saul as his sins deserved.

Saul was guilty of numerous murders, and had repeatedly slandered and blasphemed God’s Anointed.
Why wasn’t he struck dead?

The answer to that question takes us to the heart of the gospel.

When Pilate sentenced Jesus to death, it was not for crimes he had committed.
By Pilate’s own admission, Jesus was innocent of all wrong-doing.
But as Jesus hung on a Roman cross, something unseen transpired.
[image: Image result for he became sin]
God the Father placed on Jesus the iniquity of us all.
The Sinless One became sin.
We are forgiven, not because God overlooks our sin; or brushes it aside, but because Jesus paid for it in full.

Saul never recovered; never got over the amazement and wonder that he was shown mercy; that grace was poured out on him; that instead of eternal death, which he deserved, he was given eternal life.
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Saul’s story is the story of us all.
None of us are deserving of God’s grace.
It is no less astounding…. that Jesus pursued us, and shone the light of truth into our darkened minds and dead souls.

The love of the Father and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ saved us.

This is why with enduring gratitude we move in step with the Triune God! 

1. The example of Ananias – Acts 9:10-19a.
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At creation, God had entrusted humanity with the responsibility to extend Eden to the ends of the earth.

Did God need humanity’s help to do this? 
Could God have done it himself?
The carrying out of this creation task was intended to be the overflow of women and men living in community with the Father, Son and Spirit – and serving together with them.

This is what was lost at the fall.
But this is what Jesus came to restore.
In this present time, Jesus works with and through his people, to carry the gospel to the end of the earth, and to so build his church.

This is why Jesus sent Ananias to Saul.
But why did Ananias go, even though he knew Saul was a dangerous man?
Why did he choose to keep in step with the Spirit?
Having been gripped by the grace of Jesus, Ananias now lived his life as a response of gratitude.

This is why the believer moves with God - in Jesus Christ, we have been accepted; we are his beloved.

2. The example of Saul after his eyes were opened and his life was filled with the Holy Spirit.
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Acts 9:19b-22.

How are we to understand the change in Saul?
[image: ]
The gospel is the power of God.
For what?
It is the power that brings salvation to everyone who believes in Jesus.
[image: Image result for 2 corinthians 5:17]
When the gospel is believed, God awakens a dead soul.
This is an act of “new creation” that changes a person from the inside out.

Those who are saved, are given a new life; that evidences itself with a new perspective; a new love; new priorities; and a living hope.

This is why Saul publicly identified with Jesus by being baptized.
This is why Saul immediately began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues.
This is why Saul became “more and more powerful in proving Jesus was the Messiah.”

Some who saw and heard Saul were astonished; others were completely baffled.
But there was only one viable explanation for what had happened to Saul…God had made him to be a new creation.

Those who keep in the step with the Spirit, who move with God, will likewise confound and surprise those whose lives they touch – because as it was for Saul, so it is for us. 

It’s not that you and I are nice, kind, good people.
The only explanation for who we are and how we live… is that God’s grace has made us alive.

3. The disciples in Damascus and Jerusalem.
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Acts 9:23-30.

As the believers in Damascus moved with God, the Spirit of God led them to help a former enemy escape death.
As the believers in Jerusalem moved with God, Barnabus was led by God the Spirit to help bring Saul into the church of Jesus.

[image: Image result for reconciliation with God]
The gospel reconciles a person to God.
And… the gospel reconciles people to one another.

As these believers moved with God’s Spirit, the Spirit empowered them to live out the command Jesus had given in John 13. 
[image: Image result for John 13:34-35]
Even though, Jesus reigns from heaven over the earth, our present world system, acts as if he doesn’t.
But we, his followers, by our lives and actions, proclaim that he does.

And the proof of our assertion?
The love we have for one another.

This is how those in Jerusalem knew Jesus was for real – when they saw Barnabus love Saul the destroyer.

This is how those in Sooke will know Jesus is real.
When they see our love for one another.

As we keep in step with the Spirit, and move with God, he will direct, guide and lead us to live in the power of the gospel that not only saves, but that also reconciles.


Remember the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Remember the love of the Father.
Remember the Spirit who has revealed and continues to reveal Jesus to us.

The triune God has not treated you and I as our sins deserve.
We love him and keep in step, moving with him…. because he first loved us.
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1 Peter 1:3-5
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1&; 1 Timothy 1:13-16

Even though | was once
a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man,
| was shown mercy...

The grace of our Lord
was poured out on me abundantly...

Here is a trustworthy saying...
{i- Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—
of whom | am the worst.

But for that very reason | was shown mercy

so that in me, the worst of sinners,

Christ Jesus might display his immense patience
as an example for those who would believe in him
and receive eternal life.
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For I am not ashamed of the gospel,



because it is the power of God



that brings salvation to everyone 
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THE NEW CREATION HAS COME:
THE OLD HAS GONE,
THE NEW IS HERE!
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John 13:34-35
A new commandment | give to you: Love one another.
As | have loved you, so you must love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you love one another.
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Coffee/Question:

Talk with someone you’ve not yet met... or whom you
haven’t talked with in a while.... and.see if you can come
up with either a picture or an illustration... thatin your
opinion.... describeswhat it looks lik te follow Jesus.
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