A Time to Tear and a Time to Mend					June 16, 2019
Acts 9:31
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Read Acts 9:31.
Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria 
enjoyed a time of peace and was strengthened. 
Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, 
it increased in numbers.

In telling the story of how the first Christians took the gospel of Jesus into all the world…of how men and women believed in Jesus and were gathered into local communities, known as the church, Dr. Luke, chronicles the most significant events and themes. 

This is what we have seen so far.
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Landon Dennis, lives in the Arab world and is active in an English-speaking church there. In an article entitled, “An Unexpected Strategy,” published by the Gospel Coalition, he writes: 

“Whether in corporate worship or personal relationships, Christian community depends on the Holy Spirit. 

In Ephesians 5, Paul exhorts believers to be filled with the Holy Spirit—which results in our singing to one another, our giving thanks to God, and our mutual submission (Ephesians 5:18–21). 

How will we display these things to the nations unless we are gathered together in the church? 

An Arab friend looked at me after we read Acts 4 together and said, “Next time we get together, tell me about your church.” A little confused, I asked what he meant. He answered, “You Christians have something different. I go to the mosque. We have a community. But when I visited your church, I saw something altogether different. The way you relate to and love one another is unique. I sense you have something we don’t, and I want you to tell me about it.” 

What the church has; what makes the church different; what it is that explains who the followers of Jesus are and why they do what they do…. is the Holy Spirit.
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In the same article Landon Dennis writes: 
“A few years ago, a church-planting team was sent out from an existing church here on the Arabian Peninsula. I had the privilege of leading this team. We were sent by an English-speaking church in this region to plant another English-speaking church here. 

Most of us didn’t learn Arabic, nor any trendy new evangelism strategies. We simply went with the ambition to be the church. To this day we gather together weekly around the Word of God – we preach it, sing it and pray it. We strive to love one another by the Spirit’s power. We bear one another’s burdens, mourn one another’s losses, and rejoice in one another’s victories. We don’t divide ourselves by ethnic, racial, or socio-economic differences, but unite around our great commonality: Jesus Christ. 

This is nothing radical or new. But guess what? People notice.”

In the time of the book of Acts, people not only noticed, but were drawn to the distinct community which was nurtured by these four practices.
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But there is another theme that surfaces in chapter 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 and many more times in the rest of the book of Acts.
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In those days it was the norm… for those who followed Jesus to face trouble because of their association with him.
Why?

1. This is how it is…. in this present time between the ascension of Jesus and his visible return to the earth.

Heaven invaded earth at the birth of Jesus.
This was a repeated theme in the teaching of Jesus.
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What was the outcome of heaven’s war upon sin, death and darkness? 
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Though Jesus has triumphed, this world is still a battleground.
Paul explained to the church at Ephesus – 
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In every generation the church has been the presence of Jesus in this world – announcing the news of salvation.

And in every generation, these defeated spiritual forces have manipulated those in their power to strike at Jesus’ followers, in a vain attempt to discredit and harm God.

When this happens, Jesus assures the believer they are not forgotten.
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This is one of the reasons why the early church experienced persecution.
But there is another reason given in scripture.

2. It is so important to God… that his church and his people be in step with him, that he will use difficulties, even great difficulties, when necessary… to bring that about.

This was why Jesus said yes to Satan’s request to sift Peter like wheat.
And it was why he permitted his church in Jerusalem to be persecuted.

Hebrews 12:6 tells us that “the Lord disciplines those he loves.”
Verse 10 tells us that “God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness.”
Verse 11 tells us that “no discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. However, it trains us and produces ‘a harvest of righteousness and peace.’”

Before the persecution, the church was to be found where?
In Jerusalem.
And after the persecution?
In Judea…and Galilee…and Samaria.

The persecution of Saul was used by God to push the church to get on with fulfilling Jesus’ commission that they go into all the world with the news of his salvation.


Saul had taken the lead role in ravaging the church, but he was not alone.
Others had acted with him.
And when Saul was converted, these others turned on him.

In Damascus.
v.23 – … there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill [Saul].
In Jerusalem.
v.28-29 – Saul [spoke] boldly in the name of the Lord… and debated with the Hellenistic Jews, but they tried to kill him.

When the believers in Jerusalem sent Saul off to Tarsus, 9:30, why did these other antagonists suddenly stop their persecution of the church?
Why didn’t they carry on without Saul?
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In AD 39, Publius Petronius was appointed Governor of Syria, by the Roman Emperor Caligula, and given a task to set up an image of the emperor in the temple at Jerusalem.

Josephus wrote: "Caligula [instructed Petronius] if the Jews opposed [him], to put to death all that made resistance, and to make… the rest of the nation slaves.”

This news caused great distress to the Jewish nation.

When Petronius marched from Antioch into Judea, with three legions…some Jewish leaders went to meet him at the plain near Ptolemais.
Their pleas so touched the heart of Petronius that he left his army and the statue and went into Galilee, where he called an assembly of the heads of the Jews at Tiberias and urged them to submit to the emperor's orders. 

These Jewish leaders answered that they already offered up sacrifices twice every day for the emperor and the Roman people.

They told Petronius that if he set up the image, he would have to first sacrifice the whole Jewish nation because they were ready to submit themselves, their wives and children, to the slaughter."  https://www.studylight.org/commentary/acts/9-31.html

This political crisis described by Josephus, was a crucial factor in the ending of the “great persecution” (Acts 8:1) which Saul had started.

God sovereignly works in this world in surprising and unexpected ways.
His wisdom and power astonish.
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It is God who determines the times and when they change. 

Paul spoke of this in regard to the nations in Acts 17:26-27: 
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This statement also astonishes.
God determines when a nation rises.
God determines when it falls.
God even decides the land upon which a nation lives and for how long.
He does so… because the earth is the Lord’s.
Let’s come back to Acts 9.
When the Lord determined that the persecution led by Saul had served… his purposes, he ended it by turning the heart of Saul to himself, and turning the heart of the Roman emperor against the Jewish nation, so that the Jews, who had been involved with Saul in persecuting the church of Jesus, had no time nor energy to continue.

This is how…“… the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and was strengthened.”

This little transition verse reminds us of who the LORD is – he is our Father… and how he works in this world - all his ways are good.

This verse also reminds us that the peace of the church then… and now, is not found in the favor of governing authorities.
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The church’s peace, as Ephesians 2:14 says, is found… in Jesus.
We remember what he told us: “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33







The Blessing
Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-30. 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
for I am gentle [peaceable] and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. 
 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Jesus invites us to come to him – this is amazing.
Jesus promises rest of soul as we learn from him – this is surprising.
But that he would ask us to yoke our life with his – this is astounding.

I invite you to respond to him…to come to him this morning.
Life to the full is experienced when our life is placed is his hands.
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This peace, this rest, spoken of in Act 9:31 and promised by Jesus in Matthew 11, is experienced when and how?

When we come to Jesus, and as we yoke our lives to his.
This is how we move with Jesus.
This is how he leads our lives.
This is how his person and strength is meshed with ours.

And as to the circumstances of our lives, we trust him to 








What is the point of his yoke?
It links our live with his.
It enables us to move with him.
It meshes his person and his strength with ours.




 regardless of our circumstances.





and we learn from him.

The purpose of his yoke is to keep us in close proximity to him 

Let me say it one more time: rest of soul is not found in the absence of trouble, but in the presence of Jesus.













The world of humanity separated from God is hostile towards Jesus, and in turn… towards those who follow him.
But why?

The bad news of the gospel is this.
All of us are born spiritually dead and by nature are hostile towards God.
We can’t fix what we broke.
All of humanity is under the control of the devil. See 2 Timothy 2:26.

The good news of the gospel is that Jesus has done everything necessary for us to come home to God.

The western nations just celebrated the 75th anniversary of D-Day, which was described as the greatest military invasion ever undertaken in human history.

Those who participated in D-Day knew it would cost dearly to defeat Nazism.
But they still went.
They faced intense resistance; suffered deprivation; but they endured all of this and more for the greater outcome that was realized – freedom.

The coming of Jesus to the earth, the willingly sacrifice of his life and his resurrection from the dead, initiated God’s great spiritual invasion of earth and the rescue of humanity from sin and darkness.

We his church, his people, having been rescued ourselves, understand the privilege that is ours to participate in God’s great rescue, even when it costs us to do so, because we know the outcome – a changed destiny …is worth it.

Even though Jesus lives and reigns, this world is still a battle ground, and will remain one until the return of Jesus.

Our role in this present time is to announce the news, even in the face of resistance and pushback.
The Holy Spirit with whom we work, is role is to open blinded minds and hearts to understand and to believe in and receive Jesus.



Remember Acts 5:41? 
After the Sanhedrin had arrested the apostles, flogged them, and then threatened them to never speak in Jesus’ name: “They rejoiced because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace… for the Name.”

You and I need to understand that this suffering which the apostles experienced because of Jesus, was not an anomaly.

Years later, John, who was present on the day described in Acts 5, linked together these three realities in the book of Revelation – 1:9 – “the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus…”

What John wrote is consistent with what Paul said to the Philippian church in 3:10, when he spoke of his great passion to “know Christ and the power of his resurrection…and to participate in his sufferings.”

Paul, in his letter to the church in Rome, 8:35, spoke of what was the believers common experience… “tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger or the sword.”
But he assured them that these things… “cannot…separate us from the love of Christ.” Romans 8:35.

In his second letter to the Corinthian church, through the Holy Spirit, Paul taught, 4:8-9, that though a believer may be afflicted in every way, they are not crushed; and though persecuted, they are not forsaken; and when they are struck down, they are not destroyed. 

Why not?
Because the One who is with them and lives in them is greater than…the one who is in the world.



And the short answer for why the believer rejoices in the face of persecution? 



God permitted the persecution and he ended the persecution, because in doing so, his will was done

Was the conversion of Saul the reason for the use of this word “then,” that transitioned the church from a time of persecution to a time of peace and strengthening?

In the lives of his people and in his church, he takes the things intended for evil and harm, including persecution, and turns them, using them to bring about his good purposes.
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The coming of the Spirit at Pentecost to indwell Jewish 
believers… and then Samaritan believers.



The early church was devoted to 
teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread and prayer. 
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“The time has come. The kingdom of heaven has come 
near. Repent and believe the good news!” Mark 1:15
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“Having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made 
a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by 
the cross.”         Colossians 2:15 
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Ecclesiastes 3: There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens:
2 atime to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
3 atime tokill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
5 atime to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
€ atime to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
7 atime to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
8 atime to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.

IS




image12.png
..and he marked out their
appointed times in history and
the boundaries of their lands.

Acts 17:26-27
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Coffee/Question
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