The Clash of Light and Darkness



October 20, 2019
Acts 13:4-12

Read Acts 13:1-12
[image: image1.emf]


coffee/question:



SERGIUS WAS AMAZED AT THE 
TEACHING ABOUT THE LORD.



WHAT TEACHING ABOUT THE LORD 
AMAZES YOU?
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Before we interact with today’s text…verses 4-12… it is important for me to remind you of what happened in verses 1-3.
Barnabus and Saul were sent on their mission trip…
(1) by the Holy Spirit, verses 2 and 4, and
(2) by the leadership team at the church at Antioch, verse 3.
There is an important ministry principle here that defines the kind of partnership the church of Jesus has with the Holy Spirit.
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What was it that the Holy Spirit wanted Barnabus and Saul to do?
When the Spirit spoke to the church leaders, initially, the specifics were somewhat vague.

Read verse 2 again - “I want them to work with me!”

Here we discover another important ministry principle.
When God first invites you and I to partner with him, many times, the specifics of where, what, when, and how are often purposefully vague.

Do you remember Abraham?

God spoke to him and said…
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Did Abraham know where God wanted him to go? No.
God only gave him the first step – go from your country.

And after that?

The rest was shown to him as he followed God.
This was how it was when we first sensed God wanted us to serve him cross-culturally.

First it was suggested to us to go to Japan. 

We explored that potential opportunity – but nothing,
Then we were told about Colombia – immediate connection.
And then possibly the coast of Colombia.

And then the city of Medellin.

God didn’t lay out the grand plan for us.

It was revealed step by step as we followed him.
But this can be challenging – we want the plan.
I believe God chooses to lead us like this for a reason.
When we hear the gospel of Jesus and perceive the love of God displayed at the cross, and the power of God that raised Jesus from the dead… 
while the proof before us is irrefutable – we are dearly loved by God…. 
each person, each one of us, must still choose in response to God’s great love, whether we will put our life into our Creator and Savior’s hands.
It’s how we begin to follow Jesus – putting our trust in him and his love.

But it is also how… over a lifetime… we continue to follow him.
Over and over we choose to affirm and then live on these truths – he is good; he knows what he is doing; he is trustworthy; he is faithful.

What’s most important to God is his glory… and our relationship with him.

This is why he does what he does; why he leads us one step at a time.
In verse 5 we are provided with more specifics as to what the Holy Spirit had in mind for Barnabus and Saul to do.
Theirs was to be… a ministry of proclamation.
God had Luke write the record of this mission trip to remind believers in every generation, that having been found by Jesus, we now live to proclaim the good news of the One who radically transformed our lives.

What does it mean to proclaim?
In his first letter to the church at Corinth Paul explained. 
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1When | came to you, brothers, | did not come
with eloquence or superior wisdom as |
proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2
For | resolved to know nothing while | was with
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 31
came to you in weakness and fear, and with
much trembling. * My message and my
preaching were not with wise and persuasive
words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's
power, >so that your faith might not rest on
men's wisdom, but on God's power.




To proclaim the news of Jesus does not require one:

a. To be eloquent

b. To be super intelligent and wise

c. To be persuasive

d. To be fearless

e. To feel confident
[image: image5.emf]


eloquent wise



persuasive



fearlessconfident










eloquent wise

persuasive

fearless

confident


Isn’t this an incredible encouragement?
Is there anyone here who could say, “All five describe me?”
Anyone who could say, “Four out of five describe me?”
Three?

Two?

One?
What the Spirit asks of those who follow Jesus is that as the person we are; in the contexts where we live, to the people we come in contact with - we would simply speak the news about Jesus and what he has done.
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We do not need to become salesmen, or gifted public speakers.

Not only did the Spirit lead Barnabus and Saul regarding what they were to do, he also directed them where to go. [image: image7.jpg]Antioch  GALATIA
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v.4 – they went down to Seleucia

v.4,5 – they sailed to Cyprus, arriving in Salamis

v.6 – they travelled through the whole island until they came to Paphos

It was at Paphos that Barnabus and Saul met two individuals who responded to the gospel in very different ways.
Again we need to ask, why did God have Luke write the story of these two men? What are we to learn here regarding what it means to follow Jesus and to proclaim the news of him to others?

There will always be two reactions when Jesus is proclaimed.

Some will oppose Jesus and in turn those who announce him; even trying to hinder others from coming to the Lord.
Others will be drawn to Jesus; will want to hear more; and will put their trust in him.
The first individual was named Bar-Jesus.

He was a sorcerer who had melded together his heritage of Jewish spirituality with witchcraft.
He knew as Saul said, the right ways of the Lord, but he had perverted the truth – see v.10.

As strange as it sounds, this is not an unusual thing.
Share our experience in Venezuela.

Unlike, Bar-Jesus who was opposed to Jesus, the other individual was very interested in the teaching about the Lord – see verse 7.
The man’s name was Sergius Paulus.
He was the proconsul, the governor of Cyprus.
And the Scripture is very intentional to describe Sergius as being an intelligent man.
Why do you think the Holy Spirit moved Dr. Luke to make this emphasis?
What is God wanting to say to us?
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The gospel isn’t just good news for people of 
ordinary or low intelligence. Nor is the gospel 
just good news for bad people.



The gospel is good news for all the people of 
the earth because everyone of us is 
spiritually dead, regardless of our IQ; 
regardless of how good a person we may be.



The gospel of Jesus provides the way home 
to God, who as the Source of all Life, can 
raise to life a dead soul.
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Only the gospel of Jesus makes sense of life.

Only the gospel identifies what is wrong with this world, and what’s wrong with humanity and how God through Jesus Christ acted to rescue us, and to begin the work of reversal, that will culminate in him making all things new.
As Romans 1:16 says…
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We’re not told the specifics of how Bar-Jesus opposed Barnabus and Saul, only that he tried to turn the proconsul away from the faith.
But we do know that his interference became such a distraction that Saul had to deal with him.
Please note again verse 9.

Saul was not filled with anger when he confronted Elymas – rather he was filled with the Spirit.
Read verses 10-11.
The gospel which makes known the truth of who Jesus is and what he did to rescue us….also makes known the truth of who every person is when their life is disconnected from God.

What a contrast!

Saul was full of the Spirit.

Elymas was full of deceit and trickery.

Saul was in relationship with God.

Elymas was in relationship with the devil.

In spite of his Jewish heritage, there was no common ground between Elymas and Saul and Barnabus, just as there is no common ground between light and darkness; between God and Satan.
Because his opposition was hindering another person from responding to the Lord Jesus, the Spirit of God dealt with Elymas severely by temporarily blinding him.
This may sound like a harsh response on God’s part.
But I point out to you …. based on what we know of the Lord who makes family out of enemies: Bar-Jesus was temporarily blinded with the hope that his encounter with God’s power and justice might lead him to repentance.
Do you know why we know this?
Because this is what had happened to Saul.
We’re not told anything more about Bar-Jesus.
But Dr. Luke informs us that when Bar-Jesus was sidelined, Sergius Paulus believed in Jesus.
This story was included to remind the follower of Jesus in every generation that as we proclaim Jesus and live for his glory, we will encounter conflict, in spite of the victory of the cross.

But we are not to confuse who our enemy is.
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This is what Jesus was referring to when he told his followers the last night of his life here on earth (John 16:33): “In this world you will have trouble. 
This is why the Holy Spirit moved Peter to write:
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Satan and the fallen angels who are with him, do roar; they do threaten us, in order to paralyze us with fear; to distract us; to try and shift our focus off of Jesus.

As a much younger man, I learned about this spiritual conflict with unseen realities.

At first, I was terrified; then fascinated; then terrified some more.

But over 40 years of walking with Jesus I am learning from the Word to be grounded in the truth of who our God is; and who am I because I am in Christ, and that our unseen adversaries, though powerful, have been defeated by Jesus.

Today’s passage reminds us that…
[image: image12.emf]


2.  We don’t look for spiritual confrontations; but neither 
do we back away from one. 



1. God and Satan are not equals.



3. Spiritual warfare deals with the obstacles that hinder 
a person from responding to the gospel.
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1. God and Satan are not equals.
It is the Lord Jesus who is the Ruler of heaven… and earth; not Satan.
It was Elymas who was blinded, not Barnabus and Saul.
2.  We don’t look for confrontations; but neither do we back away from one. 
Saul and Barnabus didn’t come into town and pick a fight with Bar-Jesus.

But when Bar-Jesus opposed them as they shared the gospel, they didn’t back down from confronting him.
3. Spiritual warfare deals with the obstacles that hinder a person from responding to the gospel.

These principles are meant to encourage and embolden you in your walk of faith.

Jesus said in John 16:33: “In this world you will have trouble.” 

And then he added: “But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
Remember…it is Jesus, not Satan, who has overcome.
When Peter wrote, “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour,” he finished that warning by saying, “Resist him, standing firm in the faith…”

Resisting Satan by standing firm is an act of courage energized by faith in our God and Savior.
James adds in 4:7, that that when the devil is resisted, “he will flee from you.”
Satan has to ask permission to shake the life of a follower of Jesus.

This was the case with Peter.

If God gives permission, it is because there is an issue in a believer’s life that needs to be repented of and laid at the feet of Jesus.

Again, in the case of Job, permission had to be obtained.

But in this case, Job’s trust in God glorified the faithfulness and goodness of God.

The Lord is always worthy of the believer’s trust, even when it cannot readily be seen why the Lord is allowing such and such to happen.

Rather than being quick to bind Satan, we need to be quick to ask – 

(1) Lord, is there anything in my life that displeases you and then repent as he reveals; 

(2) Lord – how are you wanting to glorify yourself in my circumstances?

This passage, dear believer, also clearly impresses upon us that coming to faith in Jesus is not just an intellectual assent to the truth of who Jesus is and what he did.

The turning of a person’s life towards God and the appropriating of the forgiveness of sins freely offered because of and through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, is something a person must believe and personally receive. 

Faith in Jesus is a response of the will where a person welcomes him into their life.

This is what God’s word says, John 1:12:


“To all who receive him, to those who believe in his name, 


he gives the right to become children of God…who are born of God.”

A person receives Jesus by expressing in words their desire for him to come into their life.
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Lord Jesus, I believe in you.
I believe you took my sin so I could be forgiven.
I’m sorry for how I’ve excluded you from my life.
Forgive me for all the wrong I’ve done.
I welcome you into my life – to be the Forgiver of 
my sin and the Leader of my life.










Lord Jesus, I believe in you.

I believe you took my sin so I could be forgiven.

I’m sorry for how I’ve excluded you from my life.

Forgive me for all the wrong I’ve done.

I welcome you into my life –to be the Forgiver of 

my sin and the Leader of my life.


Do you know Jesus?

Do you want to receive him into your life this morning?

Then talk with me at the end of our time.

Our come to the prayer people who will pray with you and help you welcome Jesus into your life.

The Blessing

1 John 4:4 speaks this assurance to the follower of Jesus:

 
“the One who is in you is greater 


 than the one who is in the world.”
May you be blessed with a confidence 

that the Lord Jesus lives in you.

And may you be blessed with a deep-rooted assurance 

that he is greater – 
greater than your fear; 
greater than your circumstances; 
greater than your past; and 
greater than all adversaries – Satan included.

You belong to the Lord of heaven and earth.

The blood of Jesus, that is, his life covers you.

You are accepted by God because of him.

He holds you in the palm of his hand.
No one can snatch you away from him.
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