The Angels Song
   




Christmas Eve 2019
J.I. Packer wrote: The Christmas message rests on the staggering fact that the child in the manger was God made man.
This is what the angel told the shepherds who were living out in the fields near Bethlehem in order to care for their sheep.

Luke 2:10
There is news that makes us smile; news that makes us laugh – but this news from God was news that would cause… great joy.
Luke 2:11
The time? - today…it had just happened.
The place? – in the town of David…which people of that day would have known… was Bethlehem.
The what? – a Savior… has been born.
To whom? – to you … to all people.

Who is this Savior? – he is… “Christ the Lord.”
Ralph Wilson writes: “This phrase is a magnificent title used nowhere else in the New Testament.”
Col. 1:15 says “Christ the Lord” “… is the image of the invisible God;” “the exact representation of God’s being,” Heb. 1:3. 
Jesus reminded his followers in John 14:9, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”
Luke 2:12
How would the shepherds recognize the baby?
The angel gave them a twofold sign.

Like all other newborns this child would be… wrapped in cloths.

But unlike all other newborns this child would be… lying in a manger.
Luke 2:13
The word “host” is a military term… that means army.

So, let’s read the verse again with this understanding.

If one angel had caused the shepherds to be “terrified,” (v.9) 
can you imagine the effect of seeing a great battalion of these warrior angels?

Why had they appeared?

To celebrate…that God’s rescue of humanity had begun.

In the beginning, when he created all that is, God made everything perfect, including human beings, who he made in his likeness.
God gave our first parents the freedom to love him of their own volition, not because they had to, but because they wanted to.
However, our first parents, acting on behalf of us all, made the choice to live life by their own terms, rather than God’s.
The result of their decision was catastrophic: sin entered the human experience and along with sin came the curse of death, that has impacted all of creation.

The good news of great joy that was announced long ago… is that God came to our rescue.
What we could not do, he came to do for us.

The Savior had been born…to save.

The sight of these warrior angels would have been beyond majestic.

But a baby laying in a feeding trough??

That seemed so… underwhelming!!
However, the song of the heavenly army…. gives to us a glimpse of what it cost God to rescue us.

Luke 2:14
The birth of the Savior in Bethlehem… revealed the glory of God.

J.I. Packer wrote: 
The crucial significance of the manger at Bethlehem, where the infant Jesus lay, was that it was the first in a whole sequence of steps down that led the Son of God to the cross of Calvary.
We see in the infant Jesus the glory of God’s humility.
2 Corinthians 8:9 says of Jesus: Though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.
He who was omnipotent made himself breakable.

He who breathed life into human beings, drew breathe.

He who sustains the world with a word… became dependent 

upon the nourishment of a young girl. 
He wore a diaper.

He learned to walk…to talk…to read…to write.

As a young man he apprenticed as a carpenter.
He experienced and felt everything you and I feel and experience, but never once did he sin.
Why did Jesus, the Son of God humble himself like this?

Listen again to the song of the angel army.

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

If there had been any other way to fix what humanity had broken; any other way to establish peace between God and mankind, do you not think that God in his wisdom would have found that way?

But the message of the Bible is that there was no other way.

Christ the Lord uniquely is, “our peace,” Ephesians 2:14, as the heavenly army sang.
And in him we see, understand and experience the love of God.
This is what Jesus so clearly spoke of in conversation with a man named Nicodemus.

John 3:16-18: 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.
That child, who was wrapped in clothes and laid in a manger, when he became a man, willingly offered his life in sacrifice for you and me.
He was the Sinless One who took upon himself our sin.
By his death he paid our debt in full.

And by his resurrection… God demonstrated… that Jesus’ sacrifice was effective and sufficient to reconcile all who come home to God through faith in him.
As the Bible says, there is peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ – Romans 5:1.
This is the good news… which since that long-ago night has been and continues to be… great joy for all people.
This is the indescribable gift God offers you tonight. 

2 Corinthians 9:15

Will you receive Jesus?

Will you believe in him?

Will you entrust your life, here on earth and the life that follows death…to him?

Will you come to him?
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