He Had Faith To Be Healed					January 19, 2020
Acts 14:8-18

Read the passage.
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There are four pieces to this story.
Together they reveal the glory of God and his goodness.
 
1. The faith… of the lame man.
2. The misunderstanding… of the crowd.
3. The intervention… of Paul and Barnabus to stop the sacrifice.
4. The explanation…of who the living God is.
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When Paul first encountered the risen Jesus, he told him:
Acts 26:15b-18.

This mandate, is why, Paul and Barnabus in every city – preached the good news of Jesus; it’s why they urged people to turn from darkness to light; from Satan to God in order that they might by faith b receive forgiveness of their sins and a place in God’s family. 

In Lystra Paul spoke of these things.
As he did, a lame man listened to him – v.9a.
The Scripture says that Paul looked directly at him, v.9b.
As their eyes locked, Paul saw… that the lame man had faith to be healed. 

What did Paul see?
The passage doesn’t tell us.
But when Paul saw… that the man had faith… he called out to him… to stand to his feet.
Where did the faith of the lame man come from?
Romans 10:17

As the lame man heard Paul preach the good news, he believed.
But faith is more than simply believing.
James says, 2:19, “Even the demons believe [in God]…and shudder.”

[image: ]

Faith in Jesus lays hold of Jesus.
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In the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John… there are stories of people, who met Jesus, listened to his teaching, and put their faith in him; believing that Jesus could help them.

Their stories give us insight into the faith the lame man had,
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It is important for us to understand that when the Scripture says the lame man had faith to be healed, it is describing a faith in Jesus that saved him. 
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When the lame man began to walk - and remember this man was known in Lystra – when he jumped up and walked…. the crowd who had gathered to listen to Paul and Barnabus wanted to sacrifice to them. Why?

The why… was connected to the god the people of Lystra worshiped.
There was a local legend which had been made famous by the Roman poet Ovid.

According to the legend, Zeus and Hermes had come to a certain town in that region disguised as humans. 

The only ones to offer them shelter was a poor couple whom Zeus honored.
However, Zeus took vengeance on everyone else for their lack of hospitality by destroying the town. 

It would seem that the people of Lystra and the priest of Zeus were determined that what had happened to that other town… would not happen to them.
This was why the priest of Zeus moved into action.

The Holy Spirit who inspired and directed Luke in his writing, wants us to see this stark contrast between the character of Zeus and why his followers worshiped him and the God who had revealed himself in the person of Jesus, and the focus and purpose of the worship of his followers.
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As soon as Paul and Barnabus realized what was happening, and remember, there was a language barrier (v.11)… they did three things:

a. They tore their clothes
Tearing one’s clothes was a public expression of grief in ancient times, which expressed that one’s heart, like their clothes, was torn by what was happening or had happened. See also Joel 2:12.  https://www.gotquestions.org/tear-clothes-Bible.html

b. They rushed out into the crowd
c. They shouted in order to be heard

We know Paul and Barnabus were not shouting in anger.
Look at v.15 - they spoke to the people of Lystra as “friends.”
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In the midst of this chaotic situation, Paul and Barnabus kept their focus on the gospel – v.15b: “we are bringing you good news.”
What specifics of this good news did they highlight?
 “Turn from these worthless things.”
“Turn to the living God.”

How is this good news?
There is an unspoken assumption here – because of Jesus it is possible to turn from sin and turn to the living God… our destiny can change; in Jesus there is a power greater than our past.

The people of Lystra knew about Zeus and Hermes.
But they didn’t know the God who had revealed himself in Jesus – they didn’t know in the words of Paul… the living God.
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a. The living God is the Creator – v.15b.
He made the heavens; the earth, and the sea… and all that is in them.

b. The living God is the Sovereign King – v.16-17.
He let all nations go their own way… because he directs history

Why did he do this? Psalm 81:12

In this psalm God was speaking to the nation of Israel.
But what God did with Israel is what he had done with all nations.
Because of their stubborn hearts; because of their insistence to live without reference to God…he withdrew the restraints of his grace…and let them go their own way; he let them follow their own devices.

But why?

The answer has everything to do with God’s creation intent… that humanity would choose to center their lives in him; that we would obey the living God because we love him; because we treasure him.

The word “let” in Acts 14:16, does not mean… God approved… of all nations going their own way, any more than the father in the story of the prodigal son, approved of his son leaving home and squandering his wealth, as he squandered himself. 

Nor does it mean God was unconcerned for the nations.
Just like the father of the prodigal son, he too was eager for the nations to come home to him.

And though the living God, in his wisdom, had let the nations go, he was not absent; nor silent, nor was he un-involved.

Do you know how we know this?

In the Old Testament there are 16 prophetic books.
A number of the OT prophets were directed by God to deliver messages from him to the nations surrounding Israel.
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Jonah was sent… to the Ninevites… with a message to repent.

Daniel was sent… to Babylon, where on God’s behalf, he delivered a message to King Nebuchadnezzar.
[image: ] 

God told the prophet Jeremiah, 1:10, 
“Today, I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, 
to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”
[image: ]
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In the midst of a crowd who wanted to sacrifice to them, Paul and Barnabus told the people of Lystra, though the living God had let the nations go their own way, he never had left them without testimony – v.17a.

This word testimony… means without a witness.
The OT prophets had been a witness.
But in Lystra, Paul emphasized there had been another witness… the witness of God’s kindness – v.17b.

The living God, sustains all things – specifically, the rain and the seasons; by which he satisfies the hearts of all with food and gladness.

Abraham rightly identified in Genesis 18:25 two things about the living God:
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a.  God is the Judge of all the earth
b. God always does what is right

In Lystra Paul announced the good news that the living God…who is the Judge of all the earth… is kind.

This is why the living God had patiently waited for the fullness of time to arrive (see Gal. 4:4).

The living God loved the world.
His heart and intent from the beginning had been to rescue humanity.
This is the story of the Bible.
This is why Jesus came to the earth.
It is why he died in our place and for our sin.

We know Jesus succeeded because he rose from the dead.

Because of what Jesus did, the way of rescue is simple – v.15.
Turn from “worthless things,” and “turn to the living God.”

The word worthless means “useless.”
This is how God spoke in the Old Testament about the gods of the nations.

I encourage you to jot down these two references and then read the passages on your own.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jeremiah 10:1-16:
- they can do no harm nor can they do any good
- they are a fraud; they have no breath in them
- they are worthless
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The good news which Paul and Barnabus communicated…as they tried to stop a sacrifice being made to them…. was that as humanity once turned from God to worthless things, now in Jesus Christ there is provision and grace for men and women to turn back to the living God. 

What Paul and Barnabus described- turning from and turning to - is what the Bible calls repentance.
This is how one comes home to the living God through faith in Jesus.


3 connections to our lives

1. All of us here have experienced God’s kindness again and again.
But God’s greatest expression of kindness was the giving of Jesus.

In Lystra that day, and in the centuries that have followed, as the message of Christ has been announced and heard, a glorious truth continues to break in upon the minds and the hearts of listeners.

Because of Jesus and through faith in him, one can turn from their sin; and turn to God.
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As Paul urged a lame man to put his trust in Jesus… 
I urge you to come to Jesus today… to take God at his word and receive Jesus as your Savior and the leader of your life.

2. Follower of Jesus – the gospel can be misunderstood as happened to Paul and Barnabus in Lystra.

You and I are not the gospel – we are but the people who announce the good news of Jesus.
There will be times when we may have to very intentionally insist – “we too, are only human like you.”

In all situations, our responsibility and privilege is to keep the focus on Jesus, and the good news of God.




3. Not only can the gospel be misunderstood; it also can cause offense.

[image: Image result for quotes about the offense of the gospel]

God insists that he alone is the living God.
He says the gods of the nations are worthless.
It can be hard for people who are not in relationship with God to receive that news – especially in the culture in which you and I live.

But it is the truth that must be lovingly communicated nonetheless… in hope that God himself will shine the truth into the minds and hearts of people in order that they might see his glory in the face of Jesus.




The Blessing

1 Corinthians 2:5
…our faith does not rest on human wisdom, 
but on God’s power.
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“Saving faith is a gift. 
It is a decision. 



It is a life. 
It is the means by which we take 



hold of, and identify with the 
promises, grace and person of the 



Lord Jesus.”



Joe Carter, Gospel Coalition










“Saving faith is a gift. 

It is a decision. 

It is a life. 

It is the means by which we take 

hold of, and identify with the 

promises, grace and person of the 

Lord Jesus.”

Joe Carter, 

Gospel Coalition


image5.png
‘Matthew 9:20-22"
Matthew 9:28-30

Luke 5:17-26





image6.png
1. The faith... of the lame man - verses 8-10

2. The misunderstanding... of the crowd
—verses 11-13





image7.png
.
1. The faith... of the lame man
—verses 8-10

2. The misunderstanding... of the
crowd - verses 11-13

3. The intervention... to stop the
sacrifice - verse 14





image8.png
1. The faith.. of the lame man
- verses 8-10
2.'The misunderstanding... of the
crowd - verses 11-13
3. The intervention... to stop the
sacrifice — verse 14





image9.png
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BABYLON



Daniel 4:26-27
“…your kingdom will be restored to you when you 
acknowledge that Heaven rules. 
Therefore, Your Majesty, be pleased to accept my 
advice: renounce your sins by doing what is right, and 
your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed.”
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Through the prophet Jeremiah, 
God sent a message to the nation of:
Egypt – 46
Philistia – 47
Moab – 48
Ammon – 49
Edom – 49
Damascus – 49
Hazor – 49
Elam – 49
Babylon – 50-51
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Through the prophet Isaiah, 
God sent a message to the nation of:



Babylon – 13, 21
Philistia – 14



Moab – 15-16
Damascus – 17



Cush – 18
Egypt – 19
Edom – 21



Arabia – 23
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Genesis 18:25
Will not the Judge of all the 
earth do right?
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Isaiah 44:6-20



“Such a person feeds on ashes, a deluded 
heart misleads them; they cannot save 
themselves, or say, ‘Is not this thing in my 
right hand a lie?’”
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“…turn to God in repentance and 
have faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.”



Acts 20:21
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There is an “offense” to the Gospel no matter
how graciously we present it. It includes the
galllessage that God, not humanlty, is the ultlmate
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“A faith that is only belief in a set of facts 
about God and his redeeming work is the faith 
of demons.



If what you believe about God does not make 
you move and cannot make you wait and does 
you cause you to give and does not make you 
pursue and is not strong enough to cause you 
to endure then it is not saving faith.” 



Joe Carter, Gospel Coalition










“A faith that is only belief in a set of facts 

about God and his redeeming work is the faith 

of demons.

If what you believe about God does not make 

you move and cannot make you wait and does 

you cause you to give and does not make you 

pursue and is not strong enough to cause you 

to endure then it is not saving faith.” 

Joe Carter, 

Gospel Coalition


