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Timing is Everything      June 28, 2020 

Acts 18:18-22 

 

 

 
 

It might seem that today’s passage is a travelogue that explained where Paul 

went and what he did. 
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• Corinth 

• Cenchreae 

• Ephesus 

• Caesarea 

• Jerusalem 

• Antioch 

• The region of Galatia and Phrygia 

 

But I assure you there is so much more in this passage! 

We will again be confronted by a core theme which permeates the story of 

this book - the sovereignty and providence of the triune God. 

 

• God the Son rules over all things in heaven and on the earth…and he 

does so particularly in the lives of his followers. 

• Nothing happens outside of God the Father’s purposes and plans….  

and particularly so in the day to day details of his people. 

• Just as God the Spirit had actively and competently directed the daily 

life of Jesus when he lived on the earth, so he does in the lives of 

Jesus’ followers. 

 

But this passage additionally will impress upon us how the believer is to live 

their daily life in response to the sovereignty of God… and it is not with a 

morbid fatalist attitude… 
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…or even with a cheerful fatalist attitude. 

 
 

What we will see is that Paul, Priscilla and Aquila made plans but with a 

submissive disposition towards God. 

James the brother of Jesus explains, 4:13-15: 
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Living with a submissive disposition towards God is not something that 

comes natural to us. 

It is a learned behavior. 

 

We shall see that it is the Holy Spirit who very intentionally teaches us to 

align our will with the will of the Father 

…not in fear, but in trust that the Father knows what is best… 

…and with confidence that there is no better way to spend our life than in 

doing the will of our God and Savior. 

 

That said, God’s will is not always easy. 

It can take us out of our comfort zone and far beyond what we feel we are 

competent to do. 
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It can be incredibly challenging. 

It can require of us great energy. 

But when we pursue the Lord’s will it satisfies our soul as nothing else can. 

When we do what we were created for…. to partner with the triune God in 

his mission of rescue….it is then we truly live…with our hearts full of joy 

 

Read v.18. 

Why did Paul leave Corinth?  

Jesus had told him to stay and preach the gospel…which he had done for a 

year and a half – see v.11. 

How did Paul know he was finished there. 

 

And why did he set sail for Syria? 

Let’s answer this question first. 

 
Paul was going back to his home church, the church that in Acts 13:3 had 

placed their hands on him… and Barnabus and sent them off to carry out a 

work which the Holy Spirit had called them to. 

 
When that work, in the words of Acts 14:26, “was completed,” Paul and 

Barnabus had returned home and… reported all that God had one through 

them. 

 

This verse in Acts 14 teaches the reader to look at gospel opportunity as 

being like a door into the life of another person which God has opened.  
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After an extended time in Antioch, Paul desired to return to the towns where 

he and Barnabus had first preached the gospel. 

 
As Paul embarked on another missionary trip, the church in Antioch, 

15:40……commended Paul and Silas to the grace of the Lord. 

 

This verse impresses upon us that God-given gospel opportunity is an 

expression of God’s grace…both in the announcing of the good news of 

Jesus and in the hearing and believing of that news. 

 

In today’s passage, Acts 18, we are the end of Paul’s second missionary trip. 

And as he done previously, Paul intended to return home to Antioch to give 

a report of what God had done. 

 

Interestingly enough, Dr. Luke notes that Paul cut his hair off…because of a 

vow he had made. 

What was this about? 

 
Many commentators believe that Paul’s vow was …a Nazarite vow… and 

was how Paul tangibly responded in gratitude to what Jesus had promised 

him in Corinth… 
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John MacArthur notes: “When Paul wanted to show his deep thanks for 

Jesus’ marvelous encouragement during the difficult times in Corinth, he 

naturally thought of a typically Jewish way of doing so…” 

 

When a Nazarite vow was completed, the man was required to shave his hair 

and to present it at the temple as a sacrifice of praise. 

In addition to greeting the church there, this was why Paul planned to 

journey home to Antioch via Jerusalem. 

 

Read v.18a. 

When Paul left Corinth, he was not alone. 

Silas and Timothy may have accompanied him. 

But the Holy Spirit who inspired Dr. Luke as he wrote, wanted the reader to 

take note of what Priscilla and Aquila did – they accompanied Paul. 

 

Remember…they had been forced to leave their home in Rome and re-settle 

in Corinth. 

But that was not the case after a year and a half in Corinth. 

So why did they leave?  

 

The answer… has everything to do with ownership and identity… 

and this is a key factor for the believer when it comes to pursuing the will of 

God for their life. 
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Follower of Jesus - we are not our own. 

We belong to the God who bought our freedom with his life blood. 

 

His life in us and our willing and joyful pursuit of his mission – sets us apart 

and makes us radically different. 

In Jesus we become… 

 
Not in the sense that we are just strange. 

We have become citizens of heaven…and so we hold lightly…  

everything pertaining to this world…rather than the things of this world 

holding us tightly. 

 

Because of their Jewish background, Priscilla and Aquila knew the 

Scriptures. 

They knew that on this earth the people of God… 
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Even though there is no written record of anything they said or taught, their 

lifestyle… evidenced by the choices they made… tells us that Priscilla and 

Aquila had learned … what Jim Elliott wrote of: 

 
 

It would seem Priscilla and Aquila had spoken with Paul and the team. 

It would seem they had together reached a decision to move on. 

But they didn’t live for the will of Paul. 

Ultimately, they packed up and moved because they believed that’s what 

Jesus wanted them to do. 

 

I’m sure there were challenges they faced in starting over in Ephesus. 

But the great passion of their life was Jesus. 
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Living to honor and please him was how they expressed their gratitude for 

the salvation they had freely received in him. 

This is why they moved. 

 

Read v.19-21. 

 

Did you catch what was different about this synagogue visit? 

The Ephesians Jews asked Paul “to spend more time with them.” 

How did Paul respond to this request? 

 

He respectfully said no, and added: “If it is God’s will… I will come back.” 

Based on what Acts 14:27 says, Paul was being given a wide-open door of 

gospel opportunity. 

 

He usually was driven out of town. 

But here in Ephesus he was invited to stay. 

How could he not think this was God’s will? 

 

Let’s consider this example from the life of Jesus. 

 

Jesus in his public ministry was daily led by the Holy Spirit. 

This was how he participated with his Father in the carrying out of the 

Father’s will. 

 

Was it the will of God the Father that Jesus went with Jairus in order to heal 

his daughter?  

It would seem so. 

Does that mean then, that the interruption by a woman who had been sick for 

12 years, was not the will of the Father?  

 

Should Jesus have stayed focused, went to Jairus’ home, healed his 

daughter, and then gone back in search of the woman, to deal with her? 
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As we think upon this story, we see that the Father is sovereign… not just in 

the carrying out of the things and events that he determines should happen, 

but also in the timing of when they happen. 

 

The same Holy Spirit who led Jesus each and every day of his life, leads us. 

He is God with us. 

 

 
We cannot live the Christian life without the Spirit. 

But to pursue the will of God… requires us to not just live by the Spirit, but 

to keep in step with him. 

 

The Spirit doesn’t drag us along…berating as he does. 

Nor does he walk behind us kicking us in the rear end…shouting at us to get 

going. 

 

We are invited into a remarkable fellowship, where we walk with 

him….going where he is going and doing what he shows us to do. 

 

Something that happened last weekend illustrated this for me. 

I went biking with my seven-year-old grand-daughter. 

 
I didn’t know the trails in Langley. 
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But my granddaughter did. 

I found that on the side streets I got easily turned around and lost. 

But that wasn’t the case with her – she always knew where she was and 

where we were headed. 

 

I went where she went. 

I turned when she turned, and I crossed streets when she crossed them. 

I kept in step with her…because… I trusted her. 

 

I believe this element of trust is of crucial importance and explains why Paul 

did what he did in Ephesus. 

 

There is no app… to help you and I discern the will of God. 

Rather, what the Scripture teaches us that it is in relationship with God the 

Holy Spirit that we discover… both what he would have us to do… and 

when. 

 

Living with a submissive disposition towards the triune God – expressed by 

that beautiful phrase – if it is the will of God…is incredibly liberating and 

fulfilling. 

 

Who better to keep in step with; who better to trust your life to… than the 

Lord who as our last song says… is good, is just, is kind, and who is wrath 

and love at the same time? 
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The Blessing 

 

Jesus said in Matthew 12:50:  

 Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven 

  is my brother and sister and mother. 

 

Obedience to the Father’s will leads to blessing. 

May you in faith say yes to God’s will. 

 

And in saying yes to the Father  

 may you experience the blessing of belonging;  

of having the confidence  

 that you are a part of God’s family. 

 

Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven 

  is my brother and sister and mother. 
 

  

 

 


