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A Mustard Seed Beginning      July 26, 2020 
Acts 19:8-12 
 

 

 
In Acts 18 Paul had left Corinth to go home to Antioch.  
His journey had a layover in the city of Ephesus.  
 
As was his custom, he went to the synagogue there and proclaimed Jesus. 
Surprisingly, his audience asked him to stay longer, which he was not able 
to do.  
But he did promise them, v.21, “I will come back if it is God’s will.”  
 
Acts 19 details for us what happened upon Paul’s return to Ephesus. 
Acts 19 is a very significant chapter…because it describes a small beginning 
in the city of Ephesus that historically became a great gospel movement. 
 
Ray Vander Laan writes, https://www.thattheworldmayknow.com/province-of-asia-minor, 

that Ephesus and the province of Asia was the crossroads of the Roman 
Empire. 

https://www.thattheworldmayknow.com/province-of-asia-minor
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Ephesus in Paul’s day… had an estimated population of around 200,000 – 
250,000… rivalling Antioch, Corinth, Alexandria and even Rome itself.  

 
Ephesus was an important commercial center which made it a wealthy 
city… its ruins testify to this. 

 

 
The city had at least two public squares or ‘agoras.’  
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One agora was designated for civic use…the other for commercial use.  
Ephesus had gymnasiums and theatres (one of them seated 25,000)…  

 
… as well as public baths and latrines.  

 
Ephesus was also a religious center for the goddess Artemis. 
Her temple was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 
Visitors regularly came to Ephesus to participate in festivals and games 
held in Artemis’ honor. 
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Paul was directed by God the Spirit to return to this city because there was 
a great work of the gospel to be done there. 
I’m reminded of something the prophet Zechariah wrote of that speaks to 
an important biblical reality. 

 
Based on the parable of the mustard seed… 

 
…that became a great tree… 

 
… we learn that God often begins a great gospel work in a small, seemingly 
insignificant way. 
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Before we look at how this gospel movement began, you need to know 
what it ultimately became. 

 
https://www.thattheworldmayknow.com/province-of-asia-minor 

 
You also need to know that while Paul was one of the first on the ground in 
Ephesus the Holy Spirit involved other apostles and pastors in the building 
of Jesus’ church in this region. 
 
Peter’s first letter, written in the early 60’s, was addressed not just to God’s 
elect who were scattered throughout the province of Asia, but to God’s 
elect who were scattered throughout all of Asia Minor. 

 
 
Approximately thirty years after Peter wrote his letter, the apostle John 
wrote the book of Revelation to the seven churches of Asia. 

https://www.thattheworldmayknow.com/province-of-asia-minor
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Timothy who had joined Paul’s ministry team when Paul and Silas came to 
Lystra in Acts 16, went on to pastor the church in Ephesus, and Paul’s first 
letter to him instructed him what to teach and what to do.  

 
 
With this as background, I think we are ready to dive in to today’s passage 

 
Read v.8.  
Paul’s first three months in Ephesus were focused on speaking the gospel of 
Jesus to those who gathered in the synagogue. 
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During that time, as verse 8 says, Paul’s natural and acquired abilities and 
skills … were empowered by the Spirit of God, so that… he was able to 
convincingly speak of the kingdom of God. 
 
Read v.9a. 
There came a point, where a decision had to be made by those who had 
heard the gospel… would they receive and believe in Jesus? 
The gospel of Jesus is not a philosophy to be endlessly debated. 
It is news to be acted upon - to be received… or rejected. 
 
Some who refused to believe, became antagonistic towards Jesus. 
 
Read v.9b – “So Paul left them.” 
This didn’t mean Paul left Ephesus. 
What it meant is that the antagonism of some meant the synagogue in 
Ephesus was no longer a place for Paul to proclaim Jesus. 
 
Read v.9c. 
Paul’s base of operations moved from the synagogue to… 

 
 
Before we consider how it happened, look at the latter half of v.10 to see 
what happened as a result of these daily discussions. 
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Let’s be sure we understand this clearly. 
The verse does not say… that all the Jews and the Greeks who lived in the 
province of Asia became followers of Jesus. 
 
What it does say… is that all of them…in a two-year period…. heard the 
word of the Lord. 
To put it into our context – it would be like everyone on Vancouver Island 
hearing the news of Jesus in a two year period. 
 
Is this not remarkable? 
But how was this possible? 
 
As Ray Vander Laan wrote… the power of the Lord was at work. 
 
That said, our passage for today does indicate three significant “people of 
God” factors that contributed to the great awakening that began in 
Ephesus and continued for more than a century. 
 
We will identify two of those factors today. 
 
The first factor. 
When Paul left the synagogue and moved over to the lecture hall of 
Tyrannus, who went with him? 
Read v.9c. The disciples. 
The disciples of whom?  
The disciples of Jesus. 
We are not told how many disciples – but as we saw the ruins of the lecture 
hall of Tyrannus, it was a small beginning. 
 
What did Paul do in Tyrannus’ lecture hall? 
Read v.9c.  
He had daily discussions.  
About what? 
While Dr. Luke doesn’t specify, we do know …from the OT that it was a 
Jewish practice to publicly read Scripture and give its understanding. 
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Deuteronomy 31:11-12
11 when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord your 

God at the place he will choose, you shall read this 

law before them in their hearing.

12 Assemble the people—men, women and children, 
and the foreigners residing in your towns—so they can 

listen and learn to fear the Lord your God and 

follow carefully all the words of this law.

 
Paul instructs Timothy to keep doing what he himself had done. 

1 Timothy 4:13
Until I come,

devote yourself 

to the public reading of Scripture,
to preaching 

and to teaching.

 
 
From these passages, and from what Paul wrote to the Ephesian church, 
3:8 – “of preaching the boundless riches of Christ…” we can surmise that 
these daily discussions, based on the Scriptures … 

• focused on the person of Jesus as God’s Messiah – who he 
is – God the Son who became flesh and lived among us

• how he is the Mediator between God and mankind
• how he gave his life as an atoning sacrifice to save us from 

our bondage to sin, false gods and beliefs
• how one is saved through grace alone by faith alone in 

Christ alone
• how God adopted as his own children, those who believe in 

Jesus
• how the Holy Spirit is given to all who receive Jesus 
• how being born of the Spirit results in a new lifestyle of 

righteousness
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Paul was very intentional in grounding these new disciples in the faith. 
And on the part of those disciples, they too were very intentional in centering 
their lives in Jesus and filling their minds with God’s Word…. which is why their 
faith was so resilient and their lifestyle so vibrant. 
 

 
JI Packer says that the word of God confronts the reader with the reality of 
God. 
But the goal of this confrontation is relationship… with God through Jesus. 

 
We hold firmly to our faith because in Jesus we are held tightly. 
We confidently approach God because in Jesus God came near. 
We receive mercy and grace in our time of need, because we’ve been given 
saving mercy and grace in Jesus. 
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Great awakenings, are always preceded by 
a mighty work of God 

in the lives of Jesus’ followers. 

And that mighty work 
which is carried out by God the Spirit 
always uses God’s word to revive, renovate, 
empower and embolden God’s people. 

 
 
This is what happened in the lecture hall of Tyrannus… for two years. 
The living and active word of God saturated the lives of those disciples. 
And out of the mouths of those whose lives were being transformed, the 
word of the Lord was heard by all who lived in Asia. 
 
The second factor 
Read v.11.  
 
Though it is clearly stated, I still need to emphasize it: it wasn’t Paul who 
performed those miracles and healings. 
Who was it? 
The Scripture says it was God who acted through Paul.  
 
What did God do? 
Read v.12. 
 
Why was God able to do such extraordinary things through Paul? 
In Isaiah 48:11 the Lord says… 
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“I will not give my glory to another.”
Isaiah 48:11

 
God was able to do extraordinary miracles through Paul, because… 
…his glory… was safe with Paul. 
 
This means that Paul did not in any way claim credit for what God did 
through him, for if he had the miracles would have ceased immediately, 
because… [God does] not give [his] glory to another.” 
 
In and through the miracles that were done, God revealed himself as… 

•the One who binds up the brokenhearted 
•the One who frees the captives
•the One who releases prisoners from darkness 
•the One who comforts and provides for those who 

grieve 
•the One who comes to the rescue of the hopeless
•the One who bestows beauty where there is none 
•the One who exchanges sorrow for joy
•the One for whom nothing is impossible

 
 
Through the telling and re-telling of these extraordinary miracles and the 
God who performed them, the word of the Lord was heard by all in the 
province of Asia. 
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How does this passage connect to our lives today? 
In what way does it challenge our thinking? inform our practice? 
What response of faith or commitment is being asked of us? 
 
As we’ve read these verses in Acts 19, what surprises you? 
What challenges you? 
What encourages you? 
What motivates you? 
 
The province of Asia was no easy place for the work of the gospel. 
And yet, Acts 19:20 tells us….  

….the word of the Lord 
spread widely and grew in power.

Acts 19:20

 
 
Is Sooke spiritually darker or more hostile? 
Since the time of the book of Acts…has the power of God to save 
diminished in any way? 
 
When it comes to our part, as followers of Jesus, as a local expression of 

Jesus’ church, what does this passage say to us? 

 
The crucial importance of communally reading, discussing and integrating 
God’s truth into our lives. 
 
Look at the command and challenge of Hebrews 10:19-25. 
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Hebrews 10

19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood 
of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us
through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we
have a great priest over the house of God,
22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with 
the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts 
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 
having our bodies washed with pure water.

 
Together we draw near for the purpose of fellowship with God. 
This is what we were saved for! 

Hebrews 10

23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess,
for he who promised is faithful.

24 And let us consider how we may spur one another 
on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging one another—and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching.

 
Together, without wavering, we hold on to our hope… 
Together, we think of ways to spur one another on… to what? love and 
good deeds as an expression of our gratitude. 
 
In Acts 19 they did so…daily. 
We have two significant opportunities…on Sundays and in a Life group. 
 
In light of what we’ve read…I don’t see these two as optional upgrades… f 
They are the basics… 
God saved us and adopted us to be in fellowship with him… and to be a 
part of his work of rescue. 



 15 

To the realizing of that intent, as he has done with past generations, so he 
will do in us…he will use his word mightily to revive, renovate, empower 
and embolden us. 
 

Great awakenings, are always preceded by 
a mighty work of God 

in the lives of Jesus’ followers. 

And that mighty work 
carried out by God the Spirit always uses God’s word 
to revive, renovate, empower and embolden 
God’s people. 

 
 
I believe today’s passage compels us to ask the Lord –  
 

• Is my faith in you, vibrant and dynamic because my life is being r 
saturated with your word? 

 

• Is my life so distinguished by your presence and the fruit of the Spirit 
that I am noticeably different – in how I live; how I talk; how I 
respond? 

 

• Is your glory safe with me/with us? 
 
Speak to us Lord, by your Spirit through your word. 
 
 
 

The Blessing 
That all in Sooke and on Vancouver Island might hear the 
word of the Lord through our mouths, and in hearing, may 
they be granted repentance and faith to be saved. 
 
God’s power has not diminished since the time of Acts 19! 


