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For some months, we have been studying in the last book of the BibleΧ that 
reveals not only how things will end, but how there will be a new beginning. 
This last book is surprisingly connected to the first. 
 
Genesis 1-2 makes known to us how God created all that is. 
Genesis 3 makes known to us how the dysfunction that we see in the world and in 
our life and relationshipsΧŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜΦ 
 
But when you read through Genesis 3 what Adam and Eve did seems so 
innocuous. 
They picked a piece of fruit and ate it. 
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However, DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ tells us there was so much more to what they did than 
that. 
Look at Genesis 2:15 

 
It was God who gave to humanity the responsibility to care for the creationΧ and 
its creaturesΧ on his behalf. 

 
As the Creator God had the right to command Adam, and Adam had the 
obligation and responsibility to obey God. 
This was how God created the world to function. 
This was the only way by which life could be lived to the fullest. 
 
But Adam and Eve ŎƘƻǎŜΧ ǘƻ ŘƛǎƻōŜȅ DƻŘΦ 
 
Their choice ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀƭƭΧ  opened the doorΧ  
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Χ for physical death to enter into the world and human experience, and for 
spiritual death to embed itself in human nature.  
 
What is the ultimate outcome of this? 
Revelation 18 describes the end-time collapse of human culture without God. 
In this description, we also catch glimpses of what life after death will be like for 
those who enter into it without God. 
 
[ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ 

 
What does it mean to be fallen? 
Something that is fallenΧ is not what it once was. 
Something that is fallenΧ has been broken and ruined. 
 
Remember ς άBabylon the Greatέ is a code word. 
It is not the name of a specific city, but rather a spirit. 
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The spirit, the ethos of Babylon first manifested itself in ancient BabelΧ

 Genesis 11:4 
Χ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ that time, in many other empires and their cultures. 
 
As we saw in Revelation 17, the spirit of BabylonΧ ōǳƛƭŘs a way of life that 
excludes God and puts mankind at the center. 
 
God says that Babylon, this way of lifeΧ will fall. 
The fact that it is stated twice is meant to impress upon the reader the certainty 
that this will happen. 
 
What is the glimpse which we are given of what life in eternity without God will 
be like? 

 
It will be a desolation, it will be an existence hauntedΧ by the fallen angels and 
everything that is impureΧ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ shared by all who reject God - άǘƘŜ 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ άǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎǎΣέ and άǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ 
 

Babel

desolation
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The message of the Bible is that we do not live in a consequence free world ς 
neither in this lifeΧ nor in the next. 
God is the Judge of the earthΧ ǾΦуōΧ ǿƘƛŎƘ means everyone is accountable to 
him. 
 
The good news of Jesus is that in this lifetime, one can, be forgiven of their 
spiritual treasonΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƛƴ ƛǎΧ ōȅ ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ {ŀǾƛƻǊΣ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘΧ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ freely and graciously ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
deserve. 
 
But if DƻŘΩǎ Savior Jesus is rejected? 
The glimpse we are given in verse 7Χ ƛǎ ƻŦ an existence permeated byΧ 

 
Χ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ sin, for the wrong one did when they lived on the earth. 

torment
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¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ {ŀǾƛƻǊ, the Lord Jesus are assured in Revelation 21:4a 
that the Father άǿƛƭƭ ǿƛǇŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎΧέ  and that at the time of 
the new heaven and the new earth, Revelation 21:4bΧ when God makes 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿΧΦάthere will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of things [will have] ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΦέ 
 
What is the glimpse we are given of what life in eternity without God will be like? 

 
²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ DƻŘΧ the old order will never pass awayΧΦ there will be ongoing death 
and mourning and crying and pain. 
 

mourning
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²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άŘƻƻƳέ ƳŜŀƴΚ 
The word describes an unexpected, unforeseen, disastrous, catastrophic event. 
For those who reject Jesus, his return will be the horror of horrors. 
 
What is the glimpse we are given of what life is like for those who live without 
God in eternity? 

 
Terror will be a constant companion. 
 

terror
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hǾŜǊ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ LΩǾŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ many funerals, memorials and celebrations of life. 
LΩǾŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ in such times people expressing a great divergence of opinions on 
what they thinkΧ life is likeΧ after death. 
 
LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ it described as an incredible ǇŀǊǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ friendsΧ 

 
Χ or as a most awesome motorcycle ride that never ends. 

 
But this is not the picture which the Scriptures give. 
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The glimpse we are given here is that life in eternity without GodΧ 

 
Χ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘΧ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀŎƪǎΧ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƘŜǊŜ 
luxurious, will be absent. 
 

 
The glimpse we are given here is that those who live in eternity without GodΧ 

 
Χ will experience an enduring sense of loss and regret. 
But I was shocked to read that it was not for God. 
Their grief is forΧ Babylon ς for the life they once had. 
 

loss
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All that humanity and individuals have ōǳƛƭǘΧǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ DƻŘΧ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀǎƘŜǎΦ 

 
It might have glittered; it may have seemed enduring; it may have appeared to be 
of great beautyΧ ōǳǘ in the end it will be ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΧ ǘƻ ōŜ rubbish. 
 
But for the redeemed it will be different. 
Look at Revelation 21:23-24, 26. 

 


