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At the end of this present time, which the Bible calls “the last days,” Satan will be 
released from his prison. 
Look back at Revelation 20:1-3. 

 
The Abyss is a temporary holding place, a spiritual prison for Satan and his fallen 
angels. 
 
Since the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, Satan is not free to do as he pleases 
– he is not free… to deceive the nations into coming together, with the fallen 
angels, to attack the church of Jesus Christ for the purpose of annihilating it. 
 
It is important to remember these foundational truths regarding the victory of 
Christ over sin, death and the devil. 

 
Satan’s face-off with Jesus in the desert, following Jesus’ baptism, resulted in 
Satan being bound. 
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Jesus spoke of this in a conversation he had with some religious leaders who 
accused him of being demon-possessed and drawing upon demonic powers to 
perform miracles. 

 
The strong man Jesus spoke of… was Satan. 
Satan’s house which Jesus had entered… was… the earth. 
Satan’s possessions were, according to 2 Timothy 2:25-26, the fallen sons and 
daughters of Adam and Eve that Satan had taken captive to do his will. 
 
Since his desert victory, Jesus had been carrying off, that is, he had been rescuing 
sinners from the world’s worst human trafficker. 
 
This is what Jesus had announced he would do when he returned from his face-
off with Satan in the desert. 
In his hometown, Nazareth, and in the synagogue, he had regularly attended, 
Jesus said to his neighbors… 
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Three and a half years later, when Jesus gave his life in sacrifice, when he willingly 
hung upon a Roman cross, he accomplished an even greater victory, that endures 
for all time. 
 
Jesus announced this victory a week before his death. 
After he was anointed at Bethany by Mary; after he had entered into Jerusalem 
on the day we call Palm Sunday, Jesus said… 
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What did Jesus say would be the proof that Satan would be driven out? 
The fact that Jesus would draw all people to himself. 
This is what has been happening since the resurrection and ascension of Jesus. 
Jesus through his people has continued to plunder Satan’s kingdom. 
 
The Holy Spirit confirmed through John in his first epistle, this is how Jesus is 
destroying the devil’s work. 3:8. 

 
We have also learned through the book of Revelation, that in the last days, the 
people of God will be persecuted. 
 
But as we just read in Revelation 20, Satan, will be released from the Abyss at the 
very end of the last days… and when he is, he will immediately do what he has 
always done – he will set about deceiving the nations. 
 
This is the nature of the fallen angels. 
They are never what they appear to be. 
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At the end of this age, there will be a brief moment, when the fallen angels, led by 
Satan, the dragon, will deceptively persuade humanity, through the two beasts… 
to join them in one last final attempt to bring about what they failed to do when 
they warred against God in heaven. 
 
This scene has already been shown to the reader in the pouring out of the sixth 
bowl in Revelation 16:13-15. 

 
The fallen angel’s hatred of God is unquenchable. 
They want to drive God out of heaven. 
They seek to hurt God by harming those he loves. 
 
As Revelation 20:9 says, they will surround the camp of God’s people, the city he 
loves. 
 
There are two things we must take note of in Revelation 20:9. 
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1. God’s people are described as being a camp. 
 
A camp typically is transient, not permanent. 
Like Abraham, as described in Hebrews 11, the people of God are strangers on the 
earth. 
They are temporary residents in a foreign country. 
 
That said, God’s people, while they live here on the earth are fully engaged in 
blessing the earth and its’ people with the goodness of God. 
But they know that everything… is temporary.  
That is why they hold everything… lightly waiting for the moment when God willl 
announce, “Behold, I am making all things new!”  
 

2. God’s people are also described as being like a city. 
 
Jesus said in Matthews 5:14, that his followers are like a city… on a hill. 
The people of God gathered in local churches around the earth, in addition to 
being a different kind of human being, live and interact with one another in a 
different kind of human community. 
 
As they do so, the life of heaven visibly emanates from them. 
 
At the very end of this present time, Satan will deceive and manipulate fallen 
humanity to gather for war against God and his people. 
But the vision which was shown to John was clear - there will be no war. 
 
If we live to see this day… to be a part of it, the Scripture teaches us that we are 
not to panic, for this will be the day of our redemption. 
What will happen? 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:6-7 and Revelation 16:15 amplify the statement made in 
Revelation 20:9. 
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This too is a scene that has already been revealed in the Revelation. 
 
The armies of the nations will look upon Jesus and his holy and powerful angels 
and they will cry out, to the mountains and the rocks… 

 
There will be no war. 
Jesus will appear and when he speaks with a loud command, his enemies will be 
undone, while his people, simultaneously, will be rescued. 
 
We will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air and then to accompany him as he 
descends to the earth. See 1 Thessalonians 5:14-18 
 
So many historical events in the biblical narrative foreshadow this day, confirming 
over and over again… God always rescues his people. 
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When the Egyptians pursued the Israelites to the shore of the Red Sea, God made 
a path through the sea, and then decisively dealt with  Pharoah and the Egyptian 
army when they tried to cross in order to re-enslave the Israelites. 

 
When the Babylonians surrounded Jerusalem, God sent an angel who put to 
death, 185,000 men of the Babylonian army, and rescued his people from famine 
and exile. 

 
When Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were thrown into the furnace for 
refusing to worship the image of Nebuchadnezzar, they were not burned, but 
walked out of that furnace, without any smell of smoke on them. 
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The hordes of hell surrounded the cross where Jesus hung, and shrieked in delight 
when he breathed his last breath. But three days later, our Lord Jesus he walked 
out of the tomb, the Victor over sin, death and the devil. 
 
There is no future for evil. 
The will of God, which is good and perfect… just as God is, will be done on the 
earth as it is in heaven. 
 
With our passage for today, we come to a theme in scripture that we must 
carefully examine. 
Our understanding needs to be informed by Scripture. 
 
If we don’t get this right… 

 
 
What is the lake of burning sulfur, which was shown to John in Revelation 20:10, 
into which the devil was thrown, where he will be tormented day and night 
forever and ever? 
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We will come back to this – but let me simply mention it today. 
We must see the movement of Jesus’ victory – first he bound Satan, then he 
drove him out, and ultimately he will exile him to a place where he can no longer 
cause harm or deceive. 
 
Let’s come back to the lake of burning sulfur. 
The lake of burning sulfur is an apocalyptic symbol. 
We’ve already encountered many apocalyptic symbols in the Revelation. 

 
Jesus as the lion of Judah and the lamb looking as if it had been slain. 

 
The Holy Spirit as seven blazing lamps. 

 
Satan as a dragon. 
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Human culture without God as the harlot of Babylon. 

 
Political authority exercised without any reference to God  
as a beast from the sea. 

 
Religious authority disconnected from God as a beast from the land. 
We’ve also seen numbers as symbols. 
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2 – is the symbol of witness seen in Revelation 11:3 and Deuteronomy 19:15 
 
3, 7, 10, 12 – as numbers that represent completeness 

• Babylon is split into three parts (completely ruined) (Revelation 16:19) at 
the sounding of the seventh trumpet. 

 

• 7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7 bowls – speak to the completeness in which God will 
bring about his judgment upon the earth… to rescue his people and to 
make all things right. 

 
666 – is not a literal number stamped on the forehead or hand, but rather speaks 
of the imprint of the dragon on the human soul – the number testifies to the 
complete insufficiency of life under the dragon; of life without God 
 
42, 1260, 3 ½ 
42 months = 1260 days = 3 ½ years = half of 7 
These numbers are symbols which describes the period of time… from the day 
Jesus inaugurated the new covenant with the shedding of his blood until his 
return to the earth when the new city without a temple comes down out of 
heaven. 
 
24 – the symbol for the church – 12 tribes, 12 apostles 
 
1000 – 10x10x10 – the fulness of time, to be realized in the last days, between 
Jesus’ ascension and his return 
 
144,000 – 12x12x10x10x10 – the complete number of the redeemed 
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And the lake of fire? 
Twice in Revelation 20 and then once in Revelation 21 this lake is mentioned. 

 
It was revealed to John, and in turn to the readers of the Revelation… that the 
lake of fire is a symbol of the second death. 
 
I say this for the sake of emphasis. 
The lake of fire, like many other things seen in the Revelation, is a symbol that 
describes something that is real. 
 
It was revealed to John that there is a second death. 
There can only be a second death if there is a first. 
What is the first death? 
The first death happens to every human being when their physical body dies. 
 
And the second death? 
As we see in Revelation 20, the second death happens after the appearing of 
Jesus, after the resurrection of all from the grave, and after the appearing of all 
before God to give an accounting for what they have done with their lives. 
 
The second death describes the life to be lived in eternity by those whose names 
are not written in the book of life. 
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I want to stop here. 
I want to give an opportunity for you to express to me your questions about hell. 
It is important, for all of us who are a part of this local church, that these 
questions be voiced and then answered based upon what the Bible says. 
 
My heart desire in doing so… is that we would be gripped by the glory of God and 
his salvation, that is freely offered and given to all who look to Jesus. 
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Isaiah 1:18 
“Come now, let us reason together,” says the Lord. “Though your sins are as 
scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be 
like wool.” 

 
Psalm 27:4 
One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: 
…to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. 
 
We pray for our children and our youth that their hearts would be captivated by 
Jesus. 
 
We additionally ask on behalf of those with health needs; family needs; and 
employment needs…they would find in you grace each day, grace that rescues 
and grace that sustains. 
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1 Thessalonians 5:28 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 
We additionally ask on behalf of our missionary…. 
 

 
Jude 22-23 
Be merciful to those who doubt, snatch others from the fire and save them, to 
others show mercy with fear, hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh. 
 
We ask these things looking to the one who is able to keep us from stumbling and 
to present us faultless before his glorious presence. 

                                   

                                              
                                             

                                           
                                                 
                       

                          


