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Darryl Dash wrote - the story told in the scripture is better and truer. 
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Our passage for today reveals that at the end of this age every person will 
undergo a performance review – of their entire life. 
By whom? 
Our passage is very clear, v.11 – by the One who sits on the great white throne. 
And who is it that sits there? 
 
God had revealed to Abraham almost 4000 years ago… that he is the Judge of all 
the earth, Genesis 18:25. 
Paul spoke of this theme when he was in Athens almost two thousand years ago. 
Look at what he said, Acts 17:29-31 

 
Paul preached what Abraham had confessed - God will judge the world… with 
justice. 
How is this good news? How is this… a truer and better story? 
 
The only time a person… appears before a judge… is when? 
When there is some evidence or an accusation that they have broken the law. 
It is the responsibility of the judge to investigate the evidence… and then to rule 
on a person’s guilt or innocence. 
 
In the case of humanity – the evidence is irrefutable… all have sinned. 
How do we know this is true? 
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Because the Bible tells us… 

    
The fact that all of us die, is the proof… that all of us have sinned… and stand 
guilty before God. 
 
But here’s the astonishing news of the gospel… the truer and better story. 
Paul told the Athenians that the very God who is the Judge of all peoples… in this 
present time commands… all people everywhere to repent. 
Why does God do so? 
Because he is love… and because he loves humanity. 
 
Romans 5:8 says…  
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CS Lewis said in the Pilgrim’s Regress,  

 
How is the gift of God received? 
By repentance and belief in Jesus. 

 
To repent is to change one’s mind… about God… and one’s sin condition… and his 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
To repent is to change the direction of one’s life… so that instead of moving away 
from God, one moves towards him. 
 
But how can people in our day and time, know the gospel is true? 
What did Paul tell the Athenians? 
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The proof that the gospel is true… is the resurrection of Jesus. 
If the dead body of Jesus lies in a tomb somewhere, if his bones can be found, 
then the gospel is the most deceptive and perverse faith ever foisted upon 
humanity. 
 
But if Jesus rose from the dead… which he did… this news is good news for all 
people…and is intended to persuade, to compel every person to take action… to 
run to the Savior, and to lay hold of him… in order to be saved. 
 
God says… there will be a day of judgment. 
 
Humanity’s time upon this present earth… has an end date… set by God. 
But right now, the Judge of the earth says… there is opportunity to be saved. 
The heart of God is that he wants all peoples to repent; he does not want anyone 
to perish. 
This is why two thousand years have gone by since the resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus. 
 
God is giving to humanity extended opportunity. 
 
But the Judge of the earth must make right… the brokenness of the earth. 
The Judge of the earth must remove the cancer of evil and the shroud of death. 
The Judge of the earth must exile the corrupting influence of the fallen angels. 
 
And he will do so… when Jesus returns to the earth. 
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Our passage for today sets before the reader the moment when gospel 
opportunity ends. 
Let’s work our way through these verses. 
 
v.11a – “Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.” 
Why is the throne described as being great? 
Because of… the One who sits on it. 
Why is the throne described as being white? 
Because of… the holiness of the One who sits on it. 
 
v.11b – Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 
We’ve already seen this same scene… twice in the book of Revelation – at the 
opening of the seals and the pouring out of the bowls. 

 
This same scene has also been described by Peter in his second letter. 
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Peter wrote that the physical creation itself will be impacted by the appearing of 
Jesus’ awesome majesty and power. 
As we place scripture alongside of scripture, we begin to get a sense of how God 
will make all things new. 
 
The moment he does so… will be sudden. 
The moment he does so… will be catastrophic. 
At this moment God will uncover all things…  

 
… as he brings to an end… the era CS Lewis described as the shadowlands. 
 
v.12 – And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 
books were opened. Another book was opened which is the book of life. The 
dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  
 
What is being communicated by the phrase… “and books were opened?” 
This picture of books… represents the knowledge of God… who knows all things 
done by all people. 
God does not lack information, nor will he forget or overlook something or be 
deceived or manipulated by someone. 
 
Other passages in the Old and New Testaments confirm this emphasis being made 
in Revelation 20:12. 
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The last week of his life, Jesus came to the temple in Jerusalem every day… and 
there he taught. 
Matthew records these teachings in chapters 21-25. 
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This emphasis … made by Jesus… days before his death… and in Revelation 
20:12… is so important that it is stated a second time in Revelation 20:13… 
v.13 – The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up 
the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what 
..they had done. 

 
We know from the gospel that God will not place a person’s good and bad actions 
and words in a weigh scale… and if the good outweighs the bad then that person 
is welcomed to live with him, and if it doesn’t… then they are exiled. 
 

 
Neither will God use a pro/con sheet to decide who lives with him and who 
doesn’t. 
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The basis by which a person’s actions and words will be judged… is God himself. 

 
All of us fall short of what? God’s glory. 
It isn’t that we don’t do good things… but that we don’t do them… 24/7/365/80. 
Our goodness is not only inconsistent… but it falls woefully short when put 
alongside of God’s goodness. 
The judgment before the great white throne will confirm this truth. 
 
There will be no one who will be able to protest to God their innocence, and 
accuse God of being… “unfair.” 
 
The good news of the gospel is that what we lack, God in Jesus Christ freely offers. 
There is forgiveness for all who will acknowledge their sin, believing that Jesus 
died in their place and in doing so paid their sin debt in full. 
 
Those who trust in Jesus are justified – that is, the goodness of Jesus is credited to 
them, and they are viewed by God as being…  

… of all crimes. 
 
Look at v.12 again - another book was opened. 
Our passage mentions this book twice. 
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The scripture speaks of this book a number of times in other parts of the Bible. 

 
Written where in heaven? In the book of life. 

 
The book of life is a testimony to the super-abounding grace of God. 
Let me explain. (Ideas from Joshua Butler) 
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Sin is corrosive. 
Its nature is to consume our identity, to both devour and diminish who God 
created us to be. 
 
Sin is deceptive. 
Like the emperor in the children’s story who thought he was wearing fantastical 
clothes, when in reality, he was naked… sin convinces us that life without God is 
truly the best life… when, truth be told…. it reduces us to ashes. 
 
It is the heart of God to heal the disease of sin in all of us by the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Jesus’ invitation is… come to me… be embraced by my love… and live. 
But to come to God through Jesus… a person must lay down their sin and agree 
with God’s assessment of who they have become. 
 
What Jesus did on the cross… for us… cannot be earned… it is a gift… and can only 
be received… by faith. 
And if this gift is rejected, if Jesus is despised? 
 
Look again at v.15 – If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, 
they were thrown into the lake of fire… [which is the second death.] 
 
God will honor a person choice to live without him. 
God will not kill or torture those whose names are not written in the book of life. 
Rather, he will let them go. 
Remember the prodigal son’s father, remember Romans 1. 
 
God will allow them to live as they please… in a place… where he is absent. 
The second death will be like life on the earth. 
It will be an embodied existence. 
But without God. 
There will be none of his love, his goodness and his blessing. 
 
Without the Holy Spirit, there will be no restraining influence that stops sin’s 
downward spiral and its corruption. 
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Without the church, there will be no seasoning, like salt, that flavors that 
existence. 
Without the sustaining and reigning presence of Jesus, it will be everyone for 
themselves… cruelty will reign. 
 
Tim Keller writes… 

 
This scene, which we’ve read about in Revelation 20… is intended by God to 
impact us… profoundly. 
 
If you have trusted in God’s Savior, this scene is intended to fill your heart with 
hope - the reign of evil will end, and the One who has saved you, will save you 
completely. 
So, live wholeheartedly for him. 
Don’t just exist… or put in time. 
Live with gratitude. 
Live with expectancy. 
 
This scene is also intended to fill our hearts with urgency – God has set a date 
when he will judge the earth and all of humanity. 
Jesus already has taken upon himself the righteous judgment humanity 
deserved… for the crimes we committed. 
 
Therefore, no one needs to stand before God and be sentenced to the second 
death. No one. 
Jesus’ sacrifice is sufficient for all. 
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The grace of God cannot be exhausted. 
But when the day of judgment arrives, which God has appointed…. the offer of 
amnesty ends. 
 
These truths need to grip our hearts afresh… and enflame our witness. 
Today is the day of salvation. 
 
If you don’t yet follow Jesus… these truths are meant to convince you to run to 
Jesus. 
 
You are known to him. 
You are loved by him. 
When he hung on a cross, he hung there for you. 
He does not want you to live without him, in this life, nor in the next. 
 
Hear his voice in the words of Scripture… come to me and live. 
Will you come? 
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