The last night of his life, Jesus prayed that his disciples would know the Father,
the only true God, and himself, Jesus Christ, whom the Father had sent. John 17:3.
What kind of relationship does God desire to have with us?

Many of you have a Facebook page.
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How many friends do you have? I have 340.
Some I know well.
Some I don’t know at all.
And there are many I would describe as acquaintances… that I have met over the
past 10 years.
Is being in relationship with God like being a Facebook friend of his? a supercasual relationship?
We see his posts from time to time, when its necessary… and he sees the posts of
our lives whenever he wants.
But for the most part we do our thing, and he does his?
What kind of relationship does God purpose to have with human beings…
… with you and me?
This is a really important question… which Genesis 15 answers.
So far, in Genesis 12-15 we’ve seen that God and Abram communicated on a
regular basis… and that a recurring topic of conversation concerned land and an
heir.
Last week we studied Genesis 15:1-6.
This passage impressed upon us that whenever God’s people step out in faith of
him, the LORD meets them and encourages them.
Look again at what the LORD did for Abram…

Surprisingly, this encouragement surfaced a question within Abram… that though
it seems like it came out of a place of doubt, actually was a question of faith.
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We know this because…. Abram addressed God as his…

… and v.6 confirms to the reader that…

Abram’s belief was not exercised for the first time that particular night when he
and the LORD stood outside of his tent looking up at the night sky.

Since he and Sarai had left Ur, Abram had believed the LORD.
Look at the rest of v.6.
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Abram’ relationship with God was not the result of his moral efforts.
He did not earn… favor and good standing with the LORD.
How then did Abram become a friend of God… for the testimony of Scripture is
that he was?

It wasn’t that Abram deposited righteousness every day into a spiritual bank until
finally, he had accumulated enough to be God’s friend.
Abram’s righteousness was gifted to him… from God… because he believed God.
Having confirmed to Abram that he would have an heir of his own flesh and
blood, the LORD further confirmed his promise regarding the land.
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And this is where we begin our study today.

The two promises made by the LORD to Abram were connected.
The two… an heir and land… went hand in hand.
As Abram heard what the LORD said, he again asked a question, arising, not from
doubt, but from faith.
He again addressed the LORD as his…

What was Abram’s question?

Abram’s question was a “how” question.
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How would the Sovereign LORD give to him a land already possessed by others?
This was not a question of whether or not the LORD could do so.
Abram knew the LORD is Sovereign, which meant nothing is impossible for God.
Abrams’ was a question of … by what means.
Look at the LORD’s answer.

v.9 – Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a
dove and a young pigeon.
What was Abram’s response to God’s request?

Abram knew what God was asking of him.
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But for the sake of the reader v.18 explains.

This verse answers our earlier question of what kind of relationship God desires to
have with those who follow him?
A covenant relationship.
A committed relationship.
The word covenant in our time is often associated with land – a freehold
covenant, a restrictive covenant, a land use covenant.
A term used more frequently and better understood… is the word contract… that
lays out the details and obligations when purchasing or selling a home or defining
the terms of employment.
God is very specific in the Bible.
The relationship he desires with his people is not a contract relationship, but a
covenant relationship.
What is the difference?
The Bible provides us not just with technical language, but a living example:
a Christian wedding ceremony and the resulting marriage.
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In the making of a marriage covenant, a man and a woman makes promises to
one another in the presence of God.
God is both the witness of the vows made and the One who helps the man and
the woman to fulfill those vows.
The promises spoken in the making of a marriage covenant… are understood to
be binding, regardless of what the future might bring.
That is why the vows in a marriage covenant state…

It is within the parameters of the marriage covenant… that love flourishes and a
marriage is built.
Of such a covenant John Piper says this…

While I’ve said this before, please let me say it again: a marriage covenant and the
resulting marriage… made between a man and a woman, serves as a signpost that
points to the kind of relationship that God desires to have with Jesus’ followers.
Ephesians 5 speaks of this and calls it…

8

What is the mystery being referred to?
It is how a man and a woman who have bound their lives together in the making
of a marriage covenant… become one flesh.
Look at what Jesus said in Matthew 19:4-6

Think about it – the two who are different, a man and a woman…as they enter
into a marriage covenant, experience God joining their lives together as husband
and wife.
This is the basis by which they become one in heart, in mind, in soul, in body, in
love, and in purpose.
Now look at the rest of Ephesians 5:32.
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Here, we see it again… two who are different – Jesus, the Son of God… and his
followers – experience their lives being joined together by God the Father… when
a person believes Jesus and receives him into their lives on the basis of the new
covenant which Jesus inaugurated by the sacrifice of his life and his resurrection.
This is how the followers of Jesus become one in heart, in mind, in soul, in love
and in purpose with their Savior.
Let’s come back now to Genesis 15:18.

The promises of the covenant were…

And so that there would be no confusion in the mind of Abram, nor his
descendants, God specified that the land to be given to Abram was:
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But what about the animals God asked for?
Why did Abram cut them in two and lay them out as he did?

In Abram’s time when a covenant was made… the two parties who entered into a
covenant would walk in between the animals which had been cut in two.

What did this communicate?
“If I break the terms of this covenant, may I die.”
This scene in Genesis 15 impresses upon the reader the seriousness of entering
into a covenant with God… both on his part and on ours.
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As night fell… Abram fell… into a deep sleep.
As he slept the LORD in a dream spoke to Abram… a message that was vivid and
unforgettable.
God foretold to Abram a time of dreadful darkness… lasting four hundred years…
that would come upon his descendants.
They would be strangers in a country not their own.
They would be enslaved.
They would be mistreated.
But God would come to their aid and rescue them and punish the nation who had
harmed them.
Then they would come back to Canaan with great possessions.
But their return would not happen until the fourth generation.
Why such a long delay?
The LORD himself provided the answer… which reveals that the giving of
extended opportunity to the peoples of the earth to repent and return to God…
comes out of who the LORD is.
Abram’s descendants would not possess Canaan for another four hundred years,
because…

Once the LORD finished speaking with Abram, the extraordinary happened.
Abram was not woken up and asked by the LORD to walk with him between the
animals.
In his dream, Abram saw a smoking firepot with a blazing torch.
These two represented the person and glory of God.
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After Israel’s rescue from Egypt, through Moses God said to the people,

The LORD is a consuming fire… he is a jealous God.
In love he commits himself to his people like a husband does to his wife.
What is extraordinary in Genesis 15 is that Abram was not asked by the LORD to
walk between the severed animals.
Only the LORD did so.

Do you know what this communicated?
To Abram and to his descendants and in turn to his who are Abram’s spiritual
descendants?
The responsibility for fulfilling the promises of the covenant rested solely upon
the LORD.
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This scene in Genesis 15 was a glorious signpost that pointed ahead to what the
Rescuer would do.
I love how Ligonier Ministries explains it:
The glory of the gospel is that in love and with justice God took on the covenant
curses in the person of Jesus Christ to save us.
What is the gospel in a nutshell that is portrayed in Genesis 15?
Salvation is of the LORD.
Salvation is not of our good works… or achieved by living a stellar moral lives.
Remember the coffee/question.

Every aspect of our salvation is from God and is entirely dependent upon God.
The Apostle Paul affirmed this when he wrote…
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This is to say, salvation is…

Salvation is of the Lord alone.

Ligonier Ministries

Scott Hubbard writes of this and says..

This truth is intended by God to grow our confidence, not in ourselves but in him.
• We have a strong Savior whose grace is greater than our sin.
• We have a strong Savior who not only cancels our sin debt, but who credits
us with his righteousness.
• We have a strong Savior who by his Spirit is active to transform our lives, by
breaking the power of our cancelled sin.
This is why we passionately live for Jesus Christ.
We do so, not to earn his favor, but to express our gratitude for favor granted.
This truth is also intended by God to embolden our witness.
If salvation is of the LORD, and not of human moral effort or good deeds, then the
gospel is powerful to save all sinners, even the worst.
This was the testimony of the apostle Paul to Timothy.
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But the gospel confronts humanity’s desperate need.
JC Ryle wrote of this need…

Think about it.
How many of us ran from God?
How many of us resisted him, again and again?
And yet… God persistently pursued us.
Why did he do so?
Because it is the glory of God to save sinners and bring them into relationship
with himself on the basis of the new covenant enacted by Jesus.
The gospel is the power of God to save.
It is this we remember week by week as we gather in worship of our great God.
And it is this good news and its invitation that we extend to any and all who yet
have not come home to God.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save you.
Will you believe him and receive him today?
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God made a covenant with Abraham in which He promised, “I will make you into
a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse, and
all peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:1–3).
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This covenant with Abram was reiterated in Genesis 15 and 17.
It too was an unconditional covenant.
God made a covenant with the nation of Israel regarding their use of the land of
Canaan (Exodus 19—24).
The land had been given to Abraham’s descendants unconditionally.
However, the use of the land by any specific generation of Israelites was
conditional upon their obedience.
As a result, at times, though the Hebrew people lived in the land, they were
oppressed and not able to enjoy the full benefits of it, as seen in the book of
Judges.
There came a point in history when the Israelites were exiled from the land due to
their ongoing disobedience and idolatry.
However, God promised that he would bring a later generation back to the land
(Isaiah 11:11–12).
The LORD kept His word, as recorded in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah.
God made a covenant with David that he would have a descendant who would sit
on his throne forever (2 Samuel 7).
This was an unconditional covenant, although the length of reign for any specific
Davidic ruler could be limited by his disobedience.
This covenant with David was ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the Son of David.
In Jeremiah 31, God promised a New Covenant with Israel.
Why did God do this?
Because Israel had repeatedly violated the terms of the covenant made at Mt.
Sinai.
God promised his new covenant would be different because the hearts of the
people would be changed by him so that they would want to be faithful.
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This promise was fulfilled in the New Testament with the coming of Christ and the
indwelling and empowering of the Holy Spirit, who gives the people of God the
desire to obey Him.
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