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May 17, 15

The One Another Obligations, Part Two
At our business meeting the end of April, the majority of the questions and comments about the proposed revisions to the by-laws had to do with church discipline. It was obvious that many people had had a bad experience themselves or knew of someone who had had a bad experience with a church regarding discipline. As can be imagined, such experiences leave lingering questions, hurts and fears.

I said at that meeting that I would watch for an opportunity to do some teaching on what the Bible says about discipline. Last week we considered two obligations (commitments) that we have to one another in light of the reality that we become members of one another (like the parts of a body belong to each other) when we respond to Jesus and receive and believe in him. Those two obligations were: to have equal concern (care) for one another; and, to serve one another in love.

There is a third obligation (commitment) we have to one another and this one introduces us to what biblical discipline is about and when and how it is done. It will also lead us to a second key passage that we will consider next week that teaches us why and when and how God intervenes in our lives.
Galatians 6:2 – carry each other’s burdens and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
Every one of us has some challenge; some difficult circumstance;
some troubling health issue or relationship; etc. 
If we were to read this verse as a stand-alone verse, what we conclude? 

That we are obligated to help one another manage and deal with those things that from time to time threaten to overwhelm us.

But when we read this verse in its context, there is a completely different meaning and application. To get the context we need to go back to 5:16.

5:16-18.

When a person receives and believes in Jesus they are born of the Spirit. What that means is that God births in them a new nature. 

In addition, God’s Spirit makes his home within the life of a person who follows Jesus in order to help that person live the Christian life… which by the way, is impossible to do, without the help of the Spirit.

New people we are; but perfect we are not. 
This may sounds like a Yoda saying, but it isn’t. 
Verses 16&17 describe an inner tension experienced by all those who follow Jesus – the tension between who we were and who we now are. 
The habits we learned when our old nature influenced us, react against the presence of the Spirit of God in us and the new desires and habits he is cultivating in us. 

This inner conflict is a “who’s in charge” conflict. 

But it is not a conflict of equals. We know that God’s Spirit who lives in us is greater. That is our hope. 

To live by the Spirit (v.16) is to respond and say yes to the Spirit’s promptings. To do so consistently is to be led by the Spirit. 
5:19-24.

The contrast in these verses is between the acts of the sinful nature and the fruit of the Spirit. This is not a contrast of apples to apples.
“…the acts of the sinful nature are obvious…”

When self is in control, the actions described in verses 19-21 will be seen.
Jesus said in Matthew 15:19: For out of the heart come… evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.
These verses remind us of a principle that is always true - who we are in private is who we will be in public.

This explains why as God transforms our lives he does so from the inside out. Trying to work from… the outside in… is how all religions work.  
Verses 22-23 – these verses describe the type of character that the Spirit grows in those who repeatedly say yes to him. 
There is a truth in verse 24 that is incredibly foundational to the new identity we have in Jesus. 

Earlier in this same letter Paul wrote, 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.
We are meant to take note of the grammatical tense used in these two verses – have crucified; have been crucified. 
When we bow the knee to Jesus, the Spirit of God, both, puts to death our nature that was “self-focused” and “sin-controlled,” and births in us a new nature that is “God-focused” and “Holy Spirit controlled.”
The new person we become and the new identity we have is because we belong to Jesus. In belonging to Jesus, we share in everything pertaining to him: his life; his death and burial; his resurrection; his ascension and victory. He took our sin and gave to us all his goodness. He put to death the old and made us new. 

The fruit of the Spirit is the result of the exchanged life – ours for his.
5:25. 
While the Spirit comes to live in us in order to be the controlling agent in our life, he does not over-ride our will.  We are “to keep in step with him.” 
He will only do in us what we welcome him to do.

This is the context that leads into the emphasis made in 6:1-2.

“Brothers and sisters…”

This passage teaches us what we are to do as a church.

“If someone is caught in sin…”


The sense of the word ‘caught” implies that we are not talking about a person who set out in a cold, calculating, pre-meditated way to say no to Jesus and yes to sin.

This is a person who was caught…off guard. They were in the wrong place at the wrong time and made a wrong choice. The sin committed was sudden and momentary. The situation described in Galatians 6 is different from the scenario described in 1 Corinthians 5 where a believing man hooked up with his step-mother and the church said nothing, but let this situation drag on, warmly welcoming the couple to worship with them; acting as if nothing was wrong.
“…you who are spiritual should…”

When an infection takes root in one part of our body, the white blood cells go to the aid of that infected part. So in the church of Jesus, when an infection of sin takes root in a person, those who are mature are to go to the aid of the person infected.

The sin committed causes a person to wrongly think or feel. As well, it blocks that person’s fellowship with God, and opens them to the condemnation of Satan. 

What are mature believers to do as they come alongside this person?    They are to “…restore them gently.”
Bible.org says: The Greek word translated “restore” was used to describe the mending of torn fishing nets (see Matthew 4:21) or the re-setting of broken bones.  
The use of the word ‘gently’ is important.  If you have broken a bone, a doctor must be gentle in putting the pieces back together. But we all know that restoring a broken bone is not a pain free process. 

We are told in Ephesians 4:15 to speak the truth to one another in love.

Why are mature believers to do that?

Because it is the truth that sets a person free. 
It is truth that clears the fog from the mind of the person who isn’t thinking clearly; or responding rightly; or who is choosing wrongly.
It is truth that springs open the snare that has caught them, so that they might escape.
The mature are not just to speak the truth.

They are to speak the truth in love. 

“Carry each other’s burdens…”
When a person is caught in a sin, the consequences can be devastating.
They can feel overwhelmed; and uncertain of how to proceed. They may be paralyzed by guilt, grief or shame. They may be angry because they’ve been caught; or angry because of what they’ve lost.
But their emotions, however extreme they may be, are not to cloud the reality of those who come alongside to gently restore – they’ve been ensnared by what Jesus died to set them free from. 
Part of the action of restoring gently involves other believers carrying for a time the burden of a caught person’s sin and consequence. (Picture of a injured person being supported)
This carrying is not a permanent thing because verse 5 tells us that we are to each carry our own load. The reason why mature believers carry the burden of a person caught in a sin is to help get the injured, damaged person back to health, back to a place where they again follow Jesus wholeheartedly.

“…and in this way fulfill the law of Christ.”
What we are to do for each other is what Jesus does for us.
Wasn’t that the point of his invitation in Matthew 11:28-30?

Come to me all you who are weary and burdened. I will give you rest.
How does Jesus give rest to a weary and burdened person?
By that person yielding to his leadership.

Take my yoke upon you.  Learn from me (I am gentle and humble in heart)

Jesus assures a weary and burdened person that yielding to his leadership is not an impossible task. My yoke is easy and my burden is light.
Why is that the case?

Because a yoke typically has room for two.

And what Jesus asks of us, he helps us to do.

The bottom line is simply this: We are our brother and our sister’s keeper. This is what it means to carry one another’s burdens.

While Satan is the “accuser of the brethren” as Revelation 12:10 says, those who follow Jesus are to assume responsibility for the restoration and recovery of a fallen brother or sister. 
When Jesus told the story of the lost sheep, he stressed that the shepherd searched high and low for a sheep which had wandered. The shepherd didn’t give up until he found the sheep.

One aspect of this story is meant to impress upon us that God looks for us. I’ve said it before – but the reason any of us begin to seek after God is because he first searches for us.

But there is another aspect of this story that connects to Galatians 6. Because we are members of one another; and because we understand just how precious is the salvation Jesus accomplished for us; we get involved in one another’s lives when needed... to call one another back and to help one another come back if it ever happens that one of us is caught in a sin.
This is what is meant when the bible speaks of discipline.

Instead of choosing to say nothing, we speak.

Instead of choosing to do nothing, we act.

There are some who will deal with sin by condemning the sinner. Remember the woman caught in adultery?

The religious leaders wanted to stone her.

However, those who have experienced the grace of God, which delivers us from sin, will demonstrate grace in response to the sin of others. 
They will respond like Jesus did to the woman in John 8.
Only those who know and who’ve experience grace, can bestow it. 
Just as we love because He first loved us (1 John 4:19), so we act towards others in grace because He has shown us grace.
The fact that many of us have experienced or know people who’ve experience discipline that shames or abuses or throws people away or under the bus is all the more reason for us to get it right and do it right if it is ever needed.

To be a sticky church will require us to deal with difficult situations in a loving and godly way. I want you to know I’m committed to do that. I hope you are as well. I believe God will help us to do this because it is in restoring gently and in the carrying of one another’s burdens that we show how incredible Jesus is and how powerful is the salvation he offers to the world.

Blessing

Galatians 6:9:
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

There are people ready to pray with you if you would like prayer for something you are facing or working through.
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