Faith in God is a Walk with God



September 6, 15
Genesis 6:9-14a
Question: do you like walking and why?
Feedback:

Turn in your Bibles to Genesis 6:9. Read from verse 9-14a.
There are two things in these verses that I want us to dig into.

Here’s the first.

Verse 9 gives three descriptions of Noah:

…he was righteous.

…he was blameless.

…he walked faithfully with God.

Verses 12-13 gives two description of what people in that time were like: 
…their ways were corrupt.

…they practiced violence.
Why was Noah so different?
God reveals in the Bible that all of us are sinful at birth; sinful from the moment we are conceived. (Psalm 51:5). In another place in the Bible, God says we all have sinned and fall short of his standard. (Romans 3:23) 

Noah when he was born had the same predisposition to practice sin as did everyone else. So, how and why did he become so different?
I believe verse 9 gives us the answer.
Noah chose to walk with God.

We are not told how this happened.
I’m certain his father and grandfather had something to do with it – that they taught him about the Lord; and in their own lifestyle showed Noah how to walk with God.

This reminds those of us who are parents and grandparents that we can make a difference in the lives of our children and grandchildren.

That’s why God said what he did in Deuteronomy 6:6-7: 

These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.
Colossians 4:6 teaches: Let your conversation be always full of grace... 

2 Corinthians 2:15-16 speaks of us being an aroma of life.
Those of us who follow Jesus are to be dispensers of grace and life that both model and invite our kids and grandkids to walk with God. 

It’s not religion that we’re seeking to instil into their lives; but a love for the Creator God who wants to walk with them as their friend.

But with Noah there was more to it.

Something Jesus said when he lived on the earth revealed a quality of God that we’ve already seen in action in the book of Genesis.
When Adam and Eve hid from God, God came to them.

Before Cain murdered his brother, God came to him.

Why did God do this? 
What does it reveal about who he is?

Jesus said in John 10:11: I am the good shepherd. 
In Luke 15 Jesus told the parable of the lost sheep. In that parable he spoke of how a shepherd went in search of a sheep that had wandered away. From this story we learn that God relentlessly pursues after people. 
Noah walked with God not only because his family had taught him to do so, but because God had pursued him and Noah at some point responded to God and chose to be in relationship with him.

What about the rest of the people?

Did not God pursue after them? 

Jesus said in John 3:16 that God loves the world.

So yes, God did pursue after the people who lived in Noah’s day.

That is what is meant by Genesis 6:3 when God spoke of his Spirit contending with mankind.

Why then was Noah the only one who walked with God?

Because the rest chose not to.

Whether or not we keep company with God makes a difference.
Without God in our lives, the moral and ethical flaws that exist within all of us, grow, and as they do, there is only result, and it’s not good. They cause our inner being to experience a progressive corruption.
That is what happened with everyone who lived in Noah’s time.

Some of you here this morning may not yet be in relationship with God.

But God has been in pursuit of you.
Do you recognize that? 

Are you able to see that the thoughts that have been coming to you; 
the coincidences; the people you’ve ran into; even that growing sense of emptiness within...is God trying to get your attention.

He wants you to know him.

He want you to be his friend.

He wants to walk with you through the rest of your life.

So what will you do?
The majority of people in Noah’s day ignored God. 

And that is an option you have; a choice you can make.
God will not force you to be his friend.

Your other option is to respond to God’s overtures to you and make the choice Noah made -  to walk with God.
Two people who walk together are in close proximity.

Two people who walk together talk and listen to each other.
Two people who walk together are headed in the same direction and are travelling at the same pace.

It is this long association with God that will progressively restore you to be the person God always intended you to be. That’s what happened with Noah and that is what can happen with you.
How does one initiate a relationship with God?

You acknowledge he is there.

You recognize that while you were born with a predisposition to sin, you’ve acted on it – so...no more excuses.

You ask his forgiveness.

And you invite him to take his rightful place in your life.
This is how you welcome God into your life. 

For those of us who already walk with God, we are to influence each other to go the distance with God. Our walk with God is both individual and communal.

 Hebrews 10:24 says: Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds...
When we are together, whether it’s on Sundays in corporate worship, or in our small groups, or serving together, or visiting in each other’s home... 
our conversations and interactions are to positively impact each other to keep on walking faithfully with God and to keep choosing to invest our life and energies in his mission on the earth.

Let’s now look at the second thing
Read v.13-14a.

God distinguishes between those who walk with him and those who don’t.
In what way?
v.13 - God told Noah what was about to happen.

There are some who are troubled by and become angry with God because he doesn’t step in when they think he should. 

And there are others who are troubled by and become angry with God when he does step in as he did in Genesis 6.

God does not have to ask permission of anyone to do anything; nor does he need our approval. He breaks into history as he chooses. 
But because God is verbal he tells his friends what he is going to do.

And because God is good, his friends know that he can be trusted.

There is a second thing God did that shows how he distinguishes between those who walk with him and those who don’t. 
God’s resolve to put an end to all people did not include Noah and his family. This is because as v.8 says, Noah had found favor in the eyes of the Lord. God protected Noah and his family from his righteous wrath.
They went through the flood, but they were not harmed by the flood.

Many claim the story of the flood is a myth.

Francis Schaeffer writes:  There is no other story so widespread as the story of the flood. From China to the American Indians and even the pre-Colombian Indians, one finds in strange forms the myth of a great flood. Most of these myths have weird elements... 

In the Bible these strange and foolish elements are not there. We would say then, that the Bible gives us the history of the flood; the myths all over the world are contorted, but show that men everywhere have a memory of it.             Genesis, p.130
God’s Spirit considers the flood to have been an historical event and references that event when warning of things that have not yet happened.

2 Peter 3:5-7.

...long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.
The Lord will again come in judgement.

At the return of Jesus, everyone will appear before him.
This future event, like the flood is not something any of us have ever experienced. But it will happen.
What God did back then... he now does.

He has warned of this future event...that it is coming.
And for those who walk with him, he has provided in Jesus, the way of escape.

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” “...whoever believes in me shall not perish but have everlasting life.”
God’s Spirit said through the apostle John: “Whoever believes in Jesus is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.”
Hebrews 11:7 says, “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family.”
In a similar way, by faith and in holy fear of God, we take hold of Jesus, God’s only means of salvation for the wrath that is coming.

God distinguishes between those who walk with him and those who don’t.

* He tells us what he is going to do.

* And he protects us from his wrath that is coming.

1 Thessalonians 5:9 confirms:  “God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
In Jesus our sin has been covered.

It has been removed as far as the east is from the west.

It is no longer of any consequence.

This is what we remember and celebrate as we come to the Lord’s Table.

God’s provision for our salvation was costly.
Jesus’ blood was shed and his body was broken when he willing died in our place.

Is it not amazing the lengths God went to in order for us to be his friends.

The Blessing
1 Thessalonians 5:10:

He died for us so that...we may live together with him.
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