The God of Detail, Part Two

                  September 20, 15
Genesis 6-7
Last week the question I gave you to talk about during our Coffee/Question time was: what do you find difficult to understand in the story of Noah and the flood?
A major difficulty many people have with this story and other OT stories has to do with understanding why God was so severe in his judgement.

Let me read for you again the verses in Genesis 6-7 that record what the Holy Spirit revealed to Moses – verses that speak in detail of God’s anger and wrath.    
6:13, 17; 7:4, 21-23.

If we are not clear as to why God responds to sin as severely as he does, these questions about his anger and wrath will steadily gnaw away, not just at our trust of him, but also our confidence in his goodness and justice.
Here’s today’s question: how do you respond when you hear the word “anger and/or wrath” as it relates to God? 
Do you cringe? Do you become angry? Do you push it out of your mind? Does it push you away from God? Do you try to explain it away or soften it? Does it reinforce suggestions you’ve heard that god is cruel?  Are you embarrassed of God?  Or is there some other response?

Feedback: 
Paul Copan writes in “The Wrathful Passages of the OT:” God does not condemn those puzzled by his ways and who ask questions about his methods.
Listen to how David spoke with God in Psalm 13:1-2: How long O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day have sorrow in my heart? How long will my enemy triumph over me?
In this Psalm David voiced his frustration with God – it greatly troubled David that God was taking so long… to answer him… and to help him.
The book of Job records numerous questions asked of God by Job. 
When you read these questions you can’t miss the anguish and frustration with which Job voiced them.
These and other examples teach us what? God is ok with us asking questions and grappling with issues that trouble us about him. Let’s do that. Let’s ask and try to work through some of the questions about God that come out of the story of the flood.
What do we learn about God in his decision to destroy the earth?
He didn’t act suddenly.

The flood was not unannounced.
· the prophecy given to Enoch – the Lord is coming in judgment
· the length of time between the prophecy and the falling of the rain was 969 years (the length of Methusaleh’s life)
· the building of the ark may have taken as long as 100 years
· the coming of the animals to the ark just before the rain fell
God communicated with people what was going to happen
But remember communication is a two way street.

God was speaking. But was anyone listening? 

Look at Luke 17:27. 

What were people doing right up to the day the rains began?

The normal things of life!

The flood was unexpected.
People didn’t believe it would happen.
But was that because God’s only communication was Enoch’s ancient prophecy? Look at 2 Peter 2:5: … [God] did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others…
Noah was described as being what?  “A preacher of righteousness.”

A preacher is a verbal communicator. God’s impending judgement was verbally announced through Enoch’s prophecy…and Noah’s preaching.

What do we do with the repeated emphasis in Genesis 6-7 of God destroying all life on the earth? Doesn’t this show as claimed by many that God is a blood-thirsty deity?

Look again at Genesis 6:6.

God was grieved and his heart was filled with pain.

Is that a description of… a Being who delighted in destroying?
Let’s bring alongside of this story other passages of Scripture that teach 
of who God is.
Do you remember Jonah? Do you remember his prophetic announcement?

The people of Ninevah listened to what God said through Jonah and responded. Jonah 3:10 says: When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion on them and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened.
Was this a stand alone incident? An anomaly?
Consider what God told Jeremiah in 18:7-8: If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned.
Through the prophet Ezekiel God said in 33:11: As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from evil ways! Why will you die?
These and other passages teach us that udgement is not God’s preferred way of dealing with sinners.

The heart of God is that people would repent so that he might relent.

Through Peter in his second letter, 3:9, the Holy Spirit confirmed this characteristic of God: He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
Let’s come back to Jonah. 

When the people of Ninevah turned to God, we are told that Jonah became ‘greatly displeased’ and upset with God. He said, 4:2: O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. 
I knew that you are a gracious God, slow to anger and abounding in love, 
a God who relents from sending calamity.
Jonah was angry with God because… instead of destroying the Ninevites,  
God forgave them. 
It was common knowledge…that God was gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love, and would relent.

God’s patience and his reluctance to punish is clearly demonstrated in Genesis 6-8.  He gave repeated warning (the prophecy of Enoch, the long life of Methusaleh and the preaching of Noah) for 969 years. 

What is meant to shock us about the story of the flood is not that judgement came... but why God didn’t judge sooner.

Genesis 6-8 reveals that God’s anger is not arbitrary, but just.

God is reluctant to punish; not eager.

In politics mud-slinging and character assassination is par for the course. 
I remind you that it is common for the spiritual darkness that envelopes this world to motivate those who hate God, to malign his character by leaving out or twisting some of the details of historical incidents like the flood, in order to paint God as a blood thirsty deity.

God told Ezekiel in 6:10 that he “did not threaten in vain to bring calamity.”
When God warns a person or a nation that they are about to be judged, he includes this invitation, 18:30b-32: Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die? I take no pleasure in the death of anyone. Repent and live!
This is quite a different perspective of God than is often and typically portrayed in articles and internet postings that attack and criticize the character of God.

Paul Copan writes: God is a worship-worthy Cosmic Authority who, though good, is not safe. He cannot be manipulated through offering or incantations, nor can he be domesticated or controlled. He is good and kind, but he is also fierce and untamable.
In the details of the story of the flood we see the evidence of God’s character and the qualities that are spoken of in Romans 11:22: Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God…
Croatian theologian Miroslav Volf, in his book, Free of Charge, writes of how his knowledge of God was forged by the horror of the war he lived through. My villages and cities were destroyed, my people shelled day in and day out, some of them brutalized beyond imagination, and I could not imagine God not being angry.
As Volf worked through this experience, God revealed to Volf who he truly was. Volf writes: God isn’t wrathful in spite of being love. God is wrathful because God is love.
God abhors sin. And his patience doesn’t negate that.
Sin is a moral cancer which never gives life; but only corrupts and kills.
God will never accommodate or negotiate a compromise with sin that allows it to flourish unchecked.
The story of the flood reminds us of this.

God is wrathful.

But the story of the flood also reminds us of God’s kindness and love.
Why did he delay his judgement of sin?
Why did he provide an ark?
Why did he rescue Noah and his family?
Why did he rescue a male and female of every living creature?
Why did he shut the door of the ark?
Why did he take Noah and his family, and the animals with him, through the flood?
Why did he bring them out of the ark and give them a new beginning?
Love. Love. Love. Love. Love. Love. Love.

God’s rescue of Noah pointed ahead to the great rescue that would be provided through Jesus.

The writer of Hebrews described in 2:3 this rescue as “a great salvation.”
Paul in his first letter to the church at Thessalonica spoke of their hope.

1:9-10: …You turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead – Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
In the days of Noah, only eight people were saved.

Will history repeat itself?

God’s Spirit enabled the apostle John to see far into the future; to when this time ended and the time of the new heaven and earth began.  This is what he saw.

Revelation 7:9-10: …there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb…And they cried out in a loud voice: Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne and to the Lamb.
As God has patiently waited... countless thousands and millions have turned to him, repented of their sin and trusted in Jesus.

Having done so, they lived and now live with this confidence - the wrath that is coming will not touch them. In Jesus they are safe.

I have wanted this morning to build your confidence in who God is.

I’ve given you the teaching notes so that you might read and reread of who God reveals himself to be.
Mark those passages in your Bible. Memorize some of them.
You and I are to give a good defence and reason for why we believe what we believe.  We are to speak of how God is good and...  untamable.


     How he is the judge and... our Savior.


     How he  is love and... wrathful.

We come to God on his terms; not he to us on ours.

And God’s terms are – bend the knee and trust in Jesus.

I’ve also wanted this morning to build your confidence in the gospel of Jesus.

Jesus is not one of several or even many good options.

He is this world’s only hope. He is your only hope.
Jesus said in Matthew 24:37: As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be at the coming of the Son of Man.
The end is near. The time is short. But there is still opportunity.

This is why those of who follow Jesus live for him with passion and speak of him with urgency. We know the danger is real. 
But we also know the salvation offered in Jesus is truly great.

This is why I also on Gods behalf extend his invitation to you. 
He does not want anyone to come under his wrath, and that includes you.
He urges you: Turn! Turn from evil ways! Why will you die?
Come to me and live.
The Blessing
1 Thessalonians 5:9-11
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