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The Kind of Person Who Finds God
John 1:11-13

How well do you know the story of Advent?
The questions I’d like you to talk with someone about as you to go to get a cup of coffee are the following:

* How many magi were there?
* What animal did the magi travel on?
* In relationship to the birth of Jesus, when did the magi arrive in Bethlehem?

I’m going to leave on the screen Matthew 2:1-12 to help you.
Feedback
How many wise men were there? 

We really don’t know. 

All we are all told is that they presented three gifts.

What animal did they travel on?

The Scripture doesn’t say.  
All we do know is that camels were used frequently for travel on trade routes. 
When did they arrive in Bethlehem in relationship to Jesus’ birth?

Again, we are not certain. But it was not the night he was born.
It could have been as long as a year or more after Jesus’ birth.
Here’s what we do know.

v.1 -  the Magi were not Jews; they were from the East.

v.2 – they came in search of, in order to worship the one who had been

born king of the Jews.

v.2 – they learned of the child’s birth from a star that shone in the east
v.4-6 –the star and Micah’s prophecy guided them to Bethlehem.

v.11 – the wise men found Jesus... in a house; not a stable.

v.11 – when the wise men found Jesus, he was a “child under 2 years of age,” not 
a baby. How do we know this?

v.7, 16 – Herod’s inquiry of the Magi and Herod’s decision to kill all boys 


two years and younger in Bethlehem and its vicinity
v.11 – the Magi gave costly gifts to Jesus – the kind of gifts given to a King.
v.12 – we also know that in addition to communicating to them by a star, and through the prophet Micah, God additionally spoke to them in a dream to warn them not to return to Jerusalem.
Today in our study of John 1, we’re going to focus in on verses 10-13. 
But first I want to share with you the back story regarding the Magi. 
It is important we do this because they teach us something very significant about  the person who searches for God.
The Back Story

The Greek historian, Herodotus was born in 484 BC. 
From him we are given much information about the Magi.
He wrote that they were a priestly caste of Zoroastrianism. 
Zoroastrianism is a religion founded by Zoraster in the 6th century BC.  
Zoraster taught that a 'god of light' and a 'god of darkness' struggle against one another in their attempts to influence humanity to follow them. Zoroastrianism eventually became the official religion of Persia.
Show THREE maps - Babylonian and Medo-Persian empires and Mesopotamia.  Zoroastrianism was still the main religion of Mesopotamia at the time of Jesus’ birth.

The Magi, in addition to being the teachers of the beliefs of Zoraster were also the scholars of their time. They served as the scientists, the mathematicians, the philosophers, the legal authorities of their culture. 
Our word magi-strate comes from the word magi.

The Magi were also known as diviners (they explored or inquired into a situation using occult practices) and enchanters (they cast spells). 
Our word magi-c comes from the word magi.
How did these priests of Zoroastrianism, the Magi, come to know about the birth of the Messiah and make such a long journey in order to worship him?
The answer goes back to the story of Daniel.
In 587 BC, as a teenager, Daniel was taken captive from his home in Judah and exiled to Babylon. There he was chosen to participate in a three year training program that would equip him to enter the king’s service.
In Daniel’s second year of training, King Nebuchadnezzar had a troubling dream to which he demanded of his wise men an interpretation. But none of them could help the King.
This so upset Nebuchadnezzar, that he ordered the execution of all the wise men of Babylon, including all novices still in training. In order to spare his own life and the lives of his friends, Daniel asked and was granted permission to speak with the King who agreed to Daniel’s request for time, so that he might interpret the dream for him. 
Daniel and his friends pleaded with God for mercy. They asked God to make known to Daniel the meaning of the dream. God answered their prayer. When Daniel shared with the King the interpretation, Nebuchadnezzar was profoundly impacted. Listen to what the king said and did. Daniel 2:46-48.
Sometime later, King Nebuchadnezzar had another dream. 
Listen to how he described it. Daniel 4:4-9, 18.
Nebuchadnezzar knew Daniel was different than all the other wise men... 
because of his relationship with the Most High God.
Through the influence of Daniel, and the circumstances which God allowed to happen to Nebuchadnezzar, the King eventually made this confession about the Most High God: Daniel 4:34-37.
After Nebuchadnezzar’s death, his son Belshazzar became king of Babylon. 
At a great banquet for his nobles, Belshazzar toasted and praised the Babylon gods using goblets taken from the temple in Jerusalem. 
It was then that a hand appeared and wrote words on a wall that no one understood, including the king’s wise men. Belshazzar’s mother, the wife of Nebuchadnezzar, told him to send for Daniel.

When Daniel stood before King Belshazzar, this is what he said: 
Daniel 5:18-31.
After the death of Belshazzar, Daniel served King Darius as one of three administrators placed over the entire kingdom. Daniel so distinguished himself, that Darius planned to put Daniel in charge of the whole kingdom.
The other administrators, consumed by jealousy, set a trap for Daniel. And though they succeeded in having Daniel sentenced to death, Daniel’s life was protected by the direct intervention of God. 
What God did on Daniel’s behalf deeply impacted Darius and motivated him to write to everyone in his kingdom about Daniel and Daniel’s God. Daniel 6:25-28.
As a teenager, Daniel had determined no matter what, he would be faithful to the Most High God. I don’t think he knew the affect his life would have. But through his commitment to God and because of his faithfulness, Daniel had extraordinary spiritual influence on the Babylonian as well as the Medo-Persian empires, spreading far and wide God’s name and fame. 
In addition, Daniel impacted the Magi, of whom he was the chief.

The magi would have seen in Daniel’s life and practice that real wisdom was not gained through occult practice, but through God’s revelation.

When you read of Daniel’s courage as he spoke with Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, and Darius, there is no reason to think that he wouldn’t have taught the other Magi about the Most High God and of God’s revelation of himself in the Scriptures.
Concerning the Magi who came to Bethlehem, it would seem they knew about the prophecy of  Numbers 24:17.  “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel...
Daniel’s influence upon the Magi … was so profound that what he had taught them in his lifetime about the Most High God, continued to influence some of the Magi, hundreds of years later. For when God revealed himself in the star that rose in the east, some of them came in search.
With this as the back story, let’s now look at John 1:10-13.
John 1:10 – Jesus the Creator was in the world. 
The Creator lived among us.

But he wasn’t recognized.
John 1:11 – Jesus was born into a family.

He was one of Abraham’s descendants.

But the nation he belonged to… refused to receive him.

What these two verses teach us... is that no one can intuitively figure out who Jesus is.  By ourselves we won’t recognize him. Left to our own means, we won’t receive him. Someone has to tell us the amazing story of how in Jesus, God made himself known.
But it isn’t enough to know the facts of the story.
There is a response a person must make.

Look at John 1:12.

A person has to receive Jesus.

What does that mean?

Think about it like this.

Someone comes to your house and knocks on the door.
* Have you received the person knocking at the door when you hear their knock?

* Have you received the person knocking at the door when you look out the peep hole?

* Have you received the person if you were to speak to them through the closed 
door, asking – what do you want?
* Have you received the person when you open the door?

* Have you received the person if you talk to them at the door?

When is the person at the door received?

When you invite them into your home.

It is the same with Jesus.

To receive him is to invite him into your life.
But John 1:12 speaks of a second aspect to responding to Jesus.
…to those who believed in his name.

In the time when the gospel of John was written, a person’s name stood for all that a person was. Jesus’ name refers to who Jesus is.

To believe in him is to trust him.

Point to a stool...and say, that stool is sturdy. 
Do I believe in it; do I trust it?

Pick up the stool; turn it over; look at it, and say, this stool is well made. 
Do I believe in it; do I trust it?

When do I believe in; when do I trust this stool?

When I sit on it.

When I sit on this stool, I put my weight on it, trusting it to hold me.

To believe in Jesus is to put the weight of your life on who he is and what he did. 

To receive and to believe in Jesus is the response that makes what Jesus did 2000 years ago…. effective in your life today. 
To all who received him, to those who believed (trusted) in his name (who he is), …….he gave the right to become children of God…
Christianity is not a theory or a myth; it is historical. 

It is about what happened – what Jesus did.
As a result of what Jesus did – his coming to earth, his life, his teachings, his death, burial and resurrection, and his bodily return to heaven…. 

he gave… (it is something that has been done with ongoing results) …

the right (this is a certainty that doesn’t change) ….

to become (who a person is can be changed)…. 
children of God.  
Because of Jesus we can become something we are not. Shortly after our beginning…. the human race committed spiritual treason against God. 
In any nation of the world, the penalty for treason is death. 
It is the same with our treason towards God.

But because of Jesus and what he did, not only is there amnesty for our sin, 
God goes farther than we could ever hope or imagine.
Because of Jesus, rebels can become a part of God’s family.

Not just distant cousins living on the fringes. But children.

How does something like that happen? John 1:13.

Our physical birth does not make us children of God.
One becomes a member of God’s family... by spiritual rebirth, which is the miracle that happens inside a person, when they receive and believe in Jesus.

It would seem the wise men had the testimony of Daniel’s life. They knew about the prophecy of a star.  When that star rose in the east, they responded to the revelation given to them. And as they did, God directed them to Jerusalem; and then to Bethlehem; and finally to the specific house where they met Jesus.

The person who finds God, the person who comes to know God, the person who lives in relationship with God…. is the person who receives Jesus, believing in him as their Savior. The invitation made 2000 years ago is still open.
If you haven’t yet received Jesus, and believed in him, I recommend him to you. He has been searching for you. Will you turn your life towards him today?

I’d love to help you do that. 
Please speak to me or with one of our prayer people after our closing song.
For those of you who are following Jesus, the story of the Magi and how they came to know about God through Daniel, is a reminder of how God wants to use your life to influence others to seek after him; in order to receive and believe in him.
Like Daniel, God has placed you where you are.
Like Daniel, God has orchestrated the circumstances of your life.

And even when those circumstances are challenging (for Daniel it was exile) 
as we hang on to God; as we commit ourselves to be found faithful to him, 
God works to spread his name, his fame and his truth through our lives.
Daniel’s life illustrates that one person’s choice to live for God can have incredible impact upon a large number of people. Picture of ripples in a pond.
God wants to use your life to make that kind of impact.

God doesn’t always explain why he moves us into the lives of people.

He just does.
He doesn’t always permit us to see what specific part we are playing in a person’s journey back to God, or the extent to which our life is making and has made a difference. 
He just asks for our availability.
But what God did with Daniel’s life, is what he wants to do with yours; so that people who don’t know him yet, may hear through your words and your deeds the invitation to come and see what God has done!!!
Blessing:

If you are searching for God, 

may you experience the blessing of finding Jesus Christ as your Savior.
If you are following Jesus the Christ,

may you experience the blessing of him using your life to help others find him.
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