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When God Came Down, Part One
John 1:14-18
The prophet Isaiah’s name means “salvation of Yahweh.” 
Isaiah spoke on God’s behalf for at least 60 years in an effort to bring the nation of Judah back to God.

Isaiah began preaching about the time Assyria destroyed the northern kingdom in 722 B.C. When King Sennacherib of Assyria invaded Judah, 
King Hezekiah and Isaiah pleaded with God to intervene and spare the nation. In response to their prayers, God sent an angel, who in one night put to death 185,000 men of Sennacherib’s army.
But this miraculous rescue did not result in the people turning back to God. 
Tragically, the moral and spiritual decay of Judah continued unabated.
Some time later when ambassadors from Babylon visited King Hezekiah, he showed them all the treasures of his kingdom. After they left, Isaiah foretold that a day would come when everything in Jerusalem, including its people, would be carried off to Babylon.
The setting of the first half of the book of Isaiah is Judah in the days of the Assyrians. The second half of the book of Isaiah… focuses on Judah’s future captivity in Babylon, which happened 100 years after the death of Isaiah.
Knowing this… makes chapters 40-66 all the more remarkable.
Through Isaiah God not only spoke in advance of the discipline that would come upon his people because of their sin; he also promised he would rescue them through the Messiah, the Servant of the Lord.
What does all of this have to do with John 1:14-18, the passage we are going to study today and next week? 
Before we read John 1, turn in your Bibles to Isaiah 64. 
When Isaiah wrote these words he was seeing far into the future.
v.1 – God had come down in the past, when he rescued Israel from Egypt.
Isaiah pleaded with God to dramatically intervene again.

Rend the heavens.  Make the mountains tremble.
v.2 – Isaiah’s rationale for his plea to God was similar to that of Moses’.
“Come down to make your name great.” Without question the needs of the nation were great. But it was he glory of God that motivated Isaiah!
v.3-4 - in the past God had done awesome things no one expected God to do.

He brought to an end his people’s enslavement to Egypt - the world’s superpower of that day. He exposed the gods of Egypt for the frauds that they were. He protected and sustained his people in miraculous ways as he rescued them and then led them to the land of Canaan.

The things God did on behalf of his people had never… ever… been done before. No one had ever heard; no one had ever seen; a god doing what Yahweh did…on behalf of those who wait for him.
v.5 - there was one huge issue for Isaiah’s original audience. 
It was the elephant in the room. They were enslaved. 
Their cry, “How then can we be saved?” had a double meaning. 
The first was: “Who can save us from Babylon?” 
And the second was: “Who can save us from our sin?” 
Their practice of sin had brought God’s just wrath upon them. 
And their dilemma was “who could save us from that?” 

Their sin was like a cancer which God wouldn’t and couldn’t ignore.

It is here where God is so often misunderstood.
See if this analogy helps.
Do you know of anyone with cancer who when first told they had it, said, 
“This is good news?!”  Every person diagnosed with cancer reacts with the same strong resolve: “Do whatever is necessary to get rid of it.”

Pretending the cancer isn’t there; ignoring it; saying, “I’m sure I can co-exist with it,” is not an option.  There is only one good and right response to cancer: eradication.
This is the response of God to sin.  He cannot ignore it. Nor is co-existence with it an option.  It too must be confronted, decisively dealt with and eradicated.
The exiles were in Babylon not because of political misfortune.

How bad was their sin problem?

v.6a –their very best was like a pile of filthy rags; they had become like leaves in the autumn -shriveled up.
v.7 – in being let go of by God, those in exile had become a shadow of what they had once been. 
The situation of the exiles was desperate. And desperate situations require extraordinary solutions.  This is why Isaiah pleaded with God to…. come down…so as to rescue his people from their captivity… to Babylon and to sin. 

Isaiah asked God to send the Messiah.

He and those in the OT era thought Messiah would come at the end of the age.

What no one realized is that Messiah would come in the middle of this age.

Keeping all of this in mind, let’s now read John 1:14-18.
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
God came down… to the earth... in the person of Jesus, the one and only Son.
How did he do that?

How did God remain God and yet become human?
Matthew 1:18-25.

8 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
This is how the Son of God became one of us. It is incredible news. 
But remember what Isaiah wrote in chapter 64 – God does things that no one has ever heard of. 
Why should we be surprised that God the Son was miraculously conceived? Could not the One who spoke the universe and all life into being, cause the egg of Mary to be conceived without sperm from Joseph or any other man? 

Just because conception doesn’t normally happen that way, doesn’t mean that with God’s involvement it couldn’t. God says that nothing is impossible for him. He is powerful enough and wise enough to have thought and then made the way …whereby Jesus, his Rescuer, became one of us and yet was not tainted by, nor predisposed to sin as we are!

The virgin birth of Jesus was an historical event that has never been repeated. But that’s how historical events are. 
When we read the Bible which is God’s revelation given to us, we discover that there are all kinds of historical events where God uniquely did… what no one would have thought he could or would do.

Jesus’ coming to this earth and his living among us was one of those unique, unexpected, never thought possible instances. 
We have seen his glory….
What was the glory of God that was revealed in Jesus?
John 14:9: Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.
People in the time of the OT couldn’t see the invisible God. 
God told Moses why. 
Exodus 33:21: You cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.
God’s holiness is that all-consuming
Except on the rarest of occasions, people did not audibly hear God’s voice because it was so awe-full. 
Deuteronomy 5:24-27: “The Lord our God has shown us his glory and his majesty, and we have heard his voice from the fire. Today we have seen that a person can live even if God speaks with them. 25 But now, why should we die? 
This great fire will consume us, and we will die if we hear the voice of the Lord our God any longer.  26 For what mortal has ever heard the voice of the living God speaking out of fire, as we have, and survived? 27 Go near and listen to all that the Lord our God says. Then tell us whatever the Lord our God tells you.”
When Jesus came down, and took on skin, the glory of God’s person was made known through him, up-close and personal, and in a way we could handle. 
We weren’t there to see and hear Jesus, but we have the written testimony of those who were. Listen to what they said when they saw and heard Jesus the Word made flesh, the One who was full of grace and truth. 

At his birth. Luke 2:17: When [the shepherds] had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.
At 12 years of age. Luke 2:47: Everyone who heard was amazed at his understanding and his answers.
In his years of public ministry.

Luke 4:22: All were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips…

Luke 4:32: They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority.
Matthew 22:33: The crowds were astonished at his teaching.
Matthew 13:54: [They said,] ‘Where did this man get this wisdom and these

miraculous powers?’
Matthew 15:31: The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking,

the crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.
Mark 2:12: [The healing of the paralyzed man] amazed everyone and they

praised God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’
Mark 7:37: People were overwhelmed with amazement. ‘He has done

everything well,’ they said. ‘He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.’
Mark 4:41: [When Jesus calmed a raging storm, his disciples who were in the

boat with him] asked each other, ‘Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him.’
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
While the “how” question is important; the “why” is even more significant.

God came down to this earth in the person of Jesus, because humanity matters. We are not accidents, nor creatures of chance. 
We are wonderfully and fearfully created beings, who were made in the likeness of our Creator God.
This makes our fall into sin all the more catastrophic, but God’s rescue of us all the more spectacular and astonishing.  
Jesus became flesh and lived among us, not out of curiosity on his part, but because of his great love for us and his commitment to save us from our sin, 
as his name meant.

The people in the days of Isaiah were warned of impending judgment that was coming because of their sin. The vast majority of them foolishly ignored God and suffered terrifying consequences… that could have been avoided. 

The New Testament in Ephesians 5:6 gives to us similar warning: God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 
The One who came, so unassumingly 2000 years ago, will come again. 
And when he does he will split the heavens and shake the earth, as he decisively eradicates sin and then puts all things right and makes all things new. 

It will be a fearful day, but not for those, who have put their hope in Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 1:10: Jesus rescues us from the coming wrath.
God wants everyone to be saved. That’s why Jesus came.
In Jesus everything necessary was done – that was the significance of his final cry from the cross, “It is finished.” 
The baby in the manger came to be the Savior of the world. 

He becomes your Savior when you receive him into your life and in an act of trust, place your life in his hands.  If you haven’t yet received Jesus and believed in him, I urge you to do that...today. 

Jesus has come and he will come again. 

 is your opportunity to come to him.

This is also why we who follow Jesus, live as we do; it’s why we spend our lives on Jesus and his mission. He has and he will sGod wants everyone to be saved, including you; including your family members; including your friends; including your co-workers; including your neighbors.

We know how the story ends. 
The Word who was made flesh is able not only to save, but to rescue and claim his followers in that future moment when God makes all things right. 
The One who came, by his Spirit still 
John 1:15-16:  (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 
When God came down in the person of Jesus it was also the means by which grace was given to humanity in place of and in addition to the grace already given.
What was the grace of God that had already been given? John 1:17: For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
The Law given at Mt. Sinai revealed the grace and the majesty of God’s person.

The reason Jesus came to fulfill it and to establish a new covenant with mankind was not because of any flaw in the Law. The problem was with us; the problem was in us. 

It is a human tendency to think that we can be good enough to make things right with God. And so God gave us the opportunity with the Law. In affect he said, “Here’s what you will have to do in order to be good enough to be in relationship with me.”

And no one succeeded.
18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and[a] is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.
Read John 1:14-18.

In verse 14 John says that Jesus was full of grace and truth.

In verse 16 he says that from the fullness of Jesus’ grace 

we have all received one blessing after another.

Then in verse 17 this same phrase – grace and truth – is stated again, 


but in contrast with the law.
Why did John, in emphasizing that Jesus was full of grace and truth, 


contrast him with the law given through Moses?

The OT law was good.

Psalm 19 says: 


The law of the Lord is perfect…


The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy…


The precepts of the Lord are right…


The commands of the Lord are radiant…


The fear of the Lord is pure…


The ordinances of the Lord are sure...and precious
The OT law revealed truth.

It revealed the person of God and his holiness.

It spelled out in great detail 

how people were to relate to a holy God.
It even made provision, through animal sacrifice, 


to cover over sin, 

which offended and angered God.
But it lacked the power to change the human heart.

In this regard, 
the OT law served a temporary function.
Through the prophet Ezekiel God promised the house of Israel, 

that in the days to come 
he himself would act, not to cover over sin, 

but to deal with sin at its root.
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; 
I will 
cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. 
I will 
give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; 
I will remove from 
you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 
And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws…
you will be my people, and I will be your God. 
I will 
save you from all your uncleanness.

         Ez. 36:25-29
The coming of Jesus fulfilled the promise 
God had made in the days of Ezekiel.

Through Jesus all people can receive from him blessing after blessing.

· the blessings of cleansing from sin

· the blessing of a new heart and a new spirit

· the blessing of God’s Spirit taking up residence within one’s life, so as to enable them to follow God

· the blessing of belonging to God

In John’s words, v.13 – “to be born of God,” it to be given 

a new heart and a new spirit.
In the days when Jesus lived on earth, 

the religious leaders were emphasizing, 
not a person’s need of a new heart,

but the extreme importance of avoiding all contact 
with sinful things or sinful people.
Jesus did the exact opposite of what the religious leaders taught.

He touched unclean people.

He associated with undesirable people.

He was known as a friend of sinners.

By his actions and through his teaching Jesus showed that
a person did not become sinful,

by contact with sinful people.

Sin resided within the human heart.

The reason people acted sinfully,  

is because their hearts were sinful.

Matthew 15:19. Jesus said,
Out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, slander.
This is why Jesus focused on the individual’s need to be born of God.
The religious leaders emphasized truth.

They emphasized performance.

And they emphasized justice.

When the religious leader brought to Jesus a woman 

who had been caught in the act of adultery, 
they were prepared to stone her to death, 

because… that was the just penalty outlined by the law.

As he contrasted Jesus with the law,  


John was not implying that to act in grace, 

required Jesus to under-emphasize the truth.

In the person of Jesus, truth and grace operated in perfect balance. 

In his person truth and grace was demonstrated in a way 

never before seen, or thought possible.
With the woman who had been caught in adultery, 


Jesus told her to sin no more. 

He called her behavior what it was… sin. 

He spoke the truth to her.

But he also extended grace to her.
From Jesus she received the blessing of sin forgiven.

Grace isn’t as difficult to understand or accept

when it is given to people who in our estimation are deserving.

* A productive employee who is given a raise or extra time off.
* A hard-working student who is given an extension on their term paper.

* A well behaved child who gets an ice cream cone.

But if grace is extended to a lazy employee, 


or to the student who never hands in an assignment on time, 


or to the child who is always unruly, 

then we are more likely than not to think or say, that was not fair.
The religious leaders were deeply offended with Jesus, 

but not because he bestowed benefits on the deserving.

What made them so angry was that he treated with grace, 


individuals who they considered to be undeserving.
They believed that when Jesus extended grace, 


instead of applying justice, 

he only encouraged people to continue in their sinful behavior.

Some may have thought that when in their estimation, 


Jesus let the woman caught in adultery off the hook, 


he was only encouraging her to commit adultery again.

By fraternizing with a tax collector, 


some may have concluded that Jesus was only encouraging Zacchaeus 

to keep on ripping people off.

When he told the story of the father who welcomed home his prodigal son, 


and received him back, not as a servant, but as a son,

some may have believed that to do so only downplayed 


the seriousness of the sin which the son had committed.

But aren’t we tempted to think the same way?

Isn’t that same attitude behind the saying we’ve all heard 

and maybe even quoted 
– “give someone an inch and they’ll take a mile.”

Watch this clip from Les Miserables.

(Jean Val Jean stealing the silverware and then being given it, 


as well as the candlesticks)
If Val Jean had been treated justly, he would have been arrested.

But Val Jean received grace. 

The pastor not only gave him what he had stolen – the silverware;
he went way further and did something totally unnecessary 
– he also gave Val Jean the candlesticks. 
By doing so, wasn’t the pastor taking a huge risk? 

Might not his act of grace actually have encouraged Val Jean to steal again?

But that’s not what happened.

Val Jean was stunned by what the pastor did.

Gripped by grace and truth, his life was transformed.

He became a new man.

When Jesus met someone he always saw more than just a sinner.

In the same way, the pastor saw in Val Jean more than an ex-convict.

When Jesus looks at you, he sees you as you really are.

Not just as a sinner, but who you were meant to be 

and who you can be as you would yield your life to him.

When Jesus through his Spirit and through his word speaks into your life, 

he will always tell you the truth, because… 

he is full of truth.

But remember…he is “full of truth… and grace.”

When Jesus encounters you, and you respond to him, 


receiving him and believing on his name,

he bestows on you what you do not deserve.

Instead of demanding that you receive justice for your sin, 
he gives to you grace.

As you would believe on him, 

he makes you to be a new person on the inside.
He forgives you your sin.

Have you experienced first hand the grace of Jesus?

Will you receive him…this morning?

Our hope for life, both here on earth and after death 

is found in Christ alone.

The child born in Bethlehem came to this earth to be our Savior.

He lived, he died and he rose again so that grace instead of justice 

could be extended to you and to I.

I want to remind you quickly of one more thing.

The extravagant grace of Jesus always elicits from those who receive it,

extravagant expressions of gratitude.

That’s why a woman poured on the feet of Jesus 


a bottle of perfume that cost her a year’s wages.

That’s why rugged fishermen left everything to follow Jesus.
That’s why Mathew gave up his job as a tax collector.

That’s why Zacchaeus gave back four times over 


the amount of money he had overcharged people in taxes.
That’s why the apostles would suffer for Jesus, rather than deny him.
None of these people responded as they did, 

because they were trying to earn favor from Jesus.
For each of them, what they did was a response of love 

to the love they had been shown and the grace they had experienced.

This is why we offer our life to Jesus.

This is why we risk all to follow him.

This is why we put his interests before our own.

He has loved us with a love beyond our comprehension.

He has treated us with grace we do not deserve.

As such, he is deserving of nothing less than your whole hearted devotion.

Our closing song speaks of what Jesus has done for us.

But it also challenges us to affirm as a response of love that he is the One who commands our

His coming was an incredible gift of love.

If you receive it, you will end u

Have you experienced it?

These were all responses of gratitude from people who had experienced grace from Jesus.
then the only appropriate and worthy response 

is to offer him your life in return.

Have you done that?

If you haven’t, will you receive him this morning?

Try to imagine a groom on his wedding night 


saying something like this to his bride:

I love you and want to spend the rest of my life with you.

But I just need to know how far can I go with other women?

Would you mind if I went out on dates with them?

Would you be upset if I kissed them?

Would it be okay if I slept with them?

If a groom were to say something like this to his bride, 


you would rightly conclude he knew nothing about love. 

If you don’t yet 

Encountering the grace and truth of Jesus, 

loopholes 


so they can avoid living as a fully devoted follower of his. 

The person who has received the amazing grace of Jesus


wants to be with Jesus; 

they wants to please him by how they live; 


they wants to spend their life on his mission;
When you encounter the grace and truth of Jesus, the only response that makes any sense

isn’t looking for a way to get away with

For whenever a person has been gripped 


by the truth and grace of Jesus Christ, 

the result is the transformation of their life.

The wanted to be with Jesus; 


they wanted to spend their life on him and his cause. 

They did so, not as a way to earn his favor, 


but as an expression of gratitude for the grace he had shown to them.

But in John 1 we are told how this new heart would be given and received.

To all who received him, to those who believed in his name,

 he gave the right to become children of God 
· children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, 
but born of God.
When a person received Jesus and believed who he was, by God’s power and action they came alive spiritually – they were born of God. Spiritually alive they now had a new heart, a new spirit.

 with sin

until God’s Christ would come and make it possible 

for men and women to be given a new heart and a new spirit.

Galatians 3:19 says,

The purpose of the law was to keep a sinful people in the way of 
salvation until [the] Christ to whom the promises referred had come.”  
But though the law had a temporary function, 


the truth it expressed was enduring.
In Luke 16:17. Jesus said concerning the law that


…The sky will disintegrate and the earth dissolve before a single 
letter of God's Law wears out.      

The Message
Another time, Jesus said,


Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the Prophets; 

I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.   Matthew 5:17
The law was good and perfect.
However, it couldn’t make sinful people good.

It could only point out to them the fact that they were sinful.

But in contrasting Jesus and Moses, 


John is stating that the presence of Jesus here on earth 

had a different effect than the law.
The law revealed truth.

Jesus said, “I am the truth.”

He made truth personal.

In his person truth was embodied.

It wasn’t something to be read in a book.

Truth could be touched.

Jesus drew a line between black and white.

He uncovered the motives of people’s heart.

He set a standard that was even higher than what the law required.

The law had said, “Do not murder.”
But Jesus said, “I tell you that anyone who is angry 

with his brother will be subject to judgment.”
The law had said, “Do not commit adultery.”
But Jesus said, “Anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”
The law had said, “Anyone who divorces his wife 

must give her a certificate of divorce.”
But Jesus said, “Anyone who divorces his wife,

 except for marital unfaithfulness,

 causes her to become an adultress.”
The law had said, “Do not break your oaths, 

but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.”
But Jesus said, “Do not swear at all. 

Instead, let your yes be yes and your no, no.”
The law had said, “An eye for eye, and a tooth for a tooth.”
But Jesus said, “Do not resist an evil person. 

If someone strikes you on the right cheek,

 turn to him the other also.”
The law had said, “Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.”

But Jesus said, “Love your enemies.”
Jesus raised the bar so that there would be no misunderstanding. 

Human beings can not sufficiently perform to earn God’s favor.
I like how Nicky Gumble explains it.

Think of humans and the goodness they do as on a range. At the top of this wall would be those who are really, really good – like Mother Teresa. At the bottom are those who are really, really bad – the Hitler’s the Saddam Hussein’s, the Paul Bernardo’s of this world. You fit somewhere in that range – most of us would tend to put ourselves closer to the top.

When you meet Jesus you discover that the upper range of goodness, 


which we think would impress God, 

is not the top of this wall, but is higher than the moon.
Jesus revealed that God’s standard is not just that we be good, 

but that we be perfect.

He said in Matthew 5:48,


Be perfect…as your heavenly Father is perfect.
The issue is not whether we can do good things.

We can and we do.

The issue is whether we can consistently,

day after day, year after year, be perfect.

It is this we cannot do.

Why then did Jesus say in John 8:32 that the “truth will set you free.”

The truth reveals our helplessness.

But remember…Jesus was not speaking of truth in the abstract.

He was speaking of himself.

Jesus as the truth sets people free.

John intentionally emphasized that in Jesus truth and grace were revealed.

Unlike the law which could only point out human failure, 

Jesus had come to rescue us from ourselves 
and the sin that enslaved us.

He revealed truth because he was truth.

He revealed that God himself

How can it be both?

The law was enduring in that it expressed God’s truth.

It described how a person could live a righteous life.

And there were people who had been able to keep the law.

One such individual was the apostle Paul.

But Paul discovered that the goodness he lived while keeping the law, 


still left him far short of God’s standard of perfection.

Philippians 3

4[I] can list what many might think are impressive credentials. You know my pedigree: 5a legitimate birth, circumcised on the eighth day; an Israelite from the elite tribe of Benjamin; a strict and devout adherent to God's law; 6a fiery defender of the purity of my religion, even to the point of persecuting Christians; a meticulous observer of everything set down in God's law Book. 

    7The very credentials these people are waving around as something special, I'm tearing up and throwing out with the trash--along with everything else I used to take credit for. And why? Because of Christ. 8Yes, all the things I once thought were so important are gone from my life. Compared to the high privilege of knowing Christ Jesus as my Master, firsthand, everything I once thought I had going for me is insignificant—[it is] dung. I've dumped it all in the trash so that I could embrace Christ 9and be embraced by him. I didn't want some petty, inferior brand of righteousness that comes from keeping a list of rules when I could get the robust kind that comes from trusting Christ--God's righteousness. 

    10I gave up all that inferior stuff so I could know Christ personally, experience his resurrection power, be a partner in his suffering, and go all the way with him to death itself. 

The law could not deal with the root of sin within the human heart. 

The law could not transform a person’s life.

From this sense the function of the law was temporary.

But the coming of Jesus didn’t replace the law.

 writes that through Jesus Christ grace and truth
There is something in human nature that prompts us to cover up our personal failings and deliberate wrongs.

Genesis 3 tells us that immediately after the first humans made the choice to defy God, they hid from God. And when they were confronted by God, they were quick to blame others.

We live in a time where truth is viewed to be personal and flexible. Through the law God’s truth drew a dividing line. But 

 In doing so, it drew into sharp relief the great gulf that existed between God and man because of man’s sinfulness.

Life under OT law was exacting and precise.
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