The Future is Now 

Easter Sunday 2016
Every culture, including our has some kind of belief in life after death.
* You’ll hear some people in our culture refer to the person who has recently died as becoming an angel.
 * Others talk of the dead as being up in the sky, like a star, looking down on those still alive on the earth. 

* Others refer to the dead still being with them – in their hearts. 
* Still others speak of the dead as going to live somewhere else; though it isn’t always clear where that somewhere else is, and what the dead do there.

The Jewish people believed not only in life after death, but of a future moment, which they called “the last day,” when God would physically raise to life... all who’ve died. They also believed that on that day God would create new heavens and a new earth.

* Job 19:26: And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God.
* Psalm 49:15: But God will redeem my life from the grave...
* Daniel 12:2: Multitudes who sleep  in the dust of the earth will awake; some 
to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.

* Hosea 13:14: [The Lord says]: I will ransom them from the power of the 
grave; I will redeem them from death. Where, O death, are your plagues? 
Where, O grave, is your destruction?

* Isaiah 65:17: [The Lord says]: Behold, I will create new heavens and a new 
earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.
But in spite of the Jewish belief in the resurrection of the dead, what happened three days after Jesus died, caught everyone off guard, including those who were closest to Jesus.

When the women who had travelled with Jesus, throughout the years of his public ministry, returned from his tomb that Sunday morning, with the news that Jesus had risen, the rest of the disciples “did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.” Luke 24:11.
Later that same day when Thomas was told by the rest of the disciples, “We have seen the Lord!” (John 20:25a), in shock Thomas said, “Unless I see the nail marks  in his hands and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.” (John 20:25b)
What initially caught everyone off guard was that Jesus’ resurrection had happened, not at the last day, but in the middle of this present time. 
What is amazing as you read the gospel accounts, is how patient Jesus was as he interacted with his followers, explaining to them, what his resurrection meant. Read Luke 24:36-49.
* Jesus reminded them of what he had earlier taught them.

* Jesus opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.

* And John in his gospel adds (20:22) that Jesus “breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’”
While those followers of Jesus were initially caught off guard by his resurrection, they didn’t remain confused and uncertain. Their interaction with the risen Jesus resulted in them becoming fearless advocates for him.
As you read in the book of Acts, you discover there was one overarching theme which permeated all their conversations and which energized all their actions.

Acts 2:24: God raised [Jesus] from the dead, freeing him from the agony 

of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.
Acts 2:32, 36: God has raised this Jesus to life…making him both Lord and Christ.
Acts 3:15: You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead.
Acts 4:10: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,

 but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.
Acts 4:33: With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the

Lord Jesus…
Acts 5:29-30: We must obey God rather than men! The God of our fathers

 raised Jesus from the dead – whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.
Acts 10:40-41: God raised [Jesus] from the dead on the third day and caused him to be 
seen…by witnesses whom God had already chosen – by us who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead.
Acts 17:2-3: …[Paul] reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving

that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. ‘This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ.’
Acts 17:31: God has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has 
appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.
Acts 26:22-23: I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would 
happen – that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would 
proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles.
The gospels speak of three instances when Jesus raised dead people to life.
Luke 7:15 - a young man.

Luke 8:42 - a twelve-year old girl.

John 11 - Lazarus.

In spite of living again, these three people raised by Jesus, inhabited the same kind of body they had lived in before they died. And that meant, at a future point, they all died again. But that was not the case with Jesus.
His physical body lived.

His disciples touched him and could feel his skin and bones.

They saw his scars.
He ate food in front of them and with them.
But Jesus had a different kind of physical body.

He could go through solid walls and doors.

He could suddenly appear to people and then be gone in a flash.
Jesus’ resurrected body could physically moved with ease between earth and heaven.
What did that mean? Tom Wright explains: 

In the Bible, heaven and earth overlap and interlock. Remember... that heaven and earth are not like oil and water, resisting one another and separating themselves out. Most people in today’s Western world imagine that heaven by definition could not contain what we think of as a solid, physical body. That’s because we are Platonists at heart, supposing that if there is a heaven it must be non-physical and beyond the reach of space, time and matter...But heaven and earth are the twin halves of God’s created reality....        Simply Jesus, p.193
What Jesus had explained to Peter, during the 40 days after his resurrection 
and before he ascended into heaven, Peter announced on the Day of Pentecost 
to a great crowd of people who had gathered in response to hearing the wind 
of the Spirit. 

Peter said in Acts 2:32, 36: 
God has raised this Jesus to life and we are all witnesses of this fact.

God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.
The resurrection of Jesus proved that he is the world’s rightful Lord.

Jesus himself announced to John the apostle, “I am the First and the Last. 
I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive, for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.” Revelation 1:18
In the beginning, God created humans to steward the earth and its creatures.
But the first two humans were deceived by a rebel tyrant to declare independence from God. The rebel tyrant used humanity’s fall into sin to seize power from the humans and to hold on to that power through death.

This was when heaven and earth were separated.

But the Creator God came in the person of Jesus... to the earth... to break the tyrant’s power and to take from him the weapon of death.

The seen and unseen bullies of this world; the ones who would trample down in order to exalt themselves, can never win - for Jesus is the First and the Last - the undisputed Lord of heaven and earth. 
Additionally....something else stunning took place when Jesus walked out of the tomb. Tom Wright explains: When [the apostle John] tells us twice in his gospel that Jesus rose from the dead on the first day of the week – (John 20:1, 19) he does so with great intentionality. It isn’t just that Easter day happened to be on a Sunday.  John wanted his readers to figure out that Easter day is the first day of God’s new creation. Easter morning was the birthday of God’s new world.
Through Jesus God initiated his new creation right in the middle of the old one.

The future came forward into the present.

As the God of resurrection, Jesus takes dead things and makes them live again. 
He takes broken things and remakes them.

He takes diseased things and heals them.

He takes lost things and restores them.

New creation is not just an idea.

It’s reality is seen in the person of Jesus.
He was dead. But now is alive forever and ever.

Listen to this song by the Newsboys - God is not Dead.
The motivating power of new creation is love.

Jesus told Nicodemus: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.    John 3:16-17

This is why the night before he died, Jesus gave his followers a new command: love one another as I have loved you. This is how everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.     John 13:34-35
This is also why Jesus told his followers after he rose from the dead, to go and announce to the world that a new way of life has been opened - the way of repentance and forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:47).

The old creation is energized by pride and strife and getting even. 
But God’s new creation lives by the way of love, reconciliation,  healing and hope. It’s a way that seems so unthinkable to most human beings and societies. But welcome to Jesus’ new world.

Through Jesus, God is now in charge - on earth as in heaven.

The song we just listened to, speaks of what  Revelation 5:5 declared in reference to Jesus: “The Lion of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed.”
The stories of Jesus’ resurrection, though they all are found at the end of the gospels, are not about an ‘end,’ but a beginning. New creation has begun.

God in love, is actively at work, here in Sooke and around the world, “rescuing men and women from the dominion of darkness and bringing them into the kingdom of the Son he loves...”    Colossians 1:13
Do you sense a great emptiness; a gnawing loneliness within? 

What you are feeling is the absence of God in your life. 
And though you’ve tried, nothing but Jesus can fill that vacuum.
Do you know what surprises everyone who comes to Jesus? 

The experience of having the One who walked out of the tomb, in love pursuing after us even when we pushed him away; of having him persistently express his love to us, even when we tried to harden our heart to his advances; of having him break into our thoughts, even as we tried so hard to drown out his voice.
But his kindness won. His love convinced us.

So what about you?
Are you ready to come to him and place your life in his hands today?
Maybe you’re not there yet.

Maybe you’ve still got questions that need answers.

Maybe there is more you need to find out about who Jesus is.

Is your next step being willing to explore further?
Starting this coming Thursday at 6pm - we are running the Alpha Course.

Watch this video - Sam’s Story - London UK

You are invited to come to Alpha - its a free supper; 30 minute teaching; followed by a discussion time around your table where any question can be asked and talked about.
If you would like to be a part of Alpha, see Janet out in the entrance when we finish up our time in here. 
As we wrap up, I want to encourage those of you who are already followers of Jesus to think about this.
The resurrection of Jesus doesn’t simply give a future hope of living in heaven after death.  
It brings to us in the here and now the life and power of heaven. 
Romans 8:11 says that the same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead live in us. 
Do you get that? 
Resurrection power resides within us.
Because of Jesus and through faith in him, we his followers, are walking demonstrations of what God’s new creation looks like in a human life.
We live a different live because WE are different.

God lives in us!

And this new life we now live...it will carry on into the time of the new heaven and the new earth; when in addition to our spirits being made alive; our bodies will be resurrected to be like the resurrection body of Jesus’. 
“...in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye....the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed...”             1 Corinthians 15:52
In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul devoted the entire chapter to a discussion on the resurrection of Jesus and its implications.  
As he concluded, you would think he would have expressed words of praise in light of the incredible things God had done!! 
But instead, this is what Paul wrote: “Therefore, brothers and sisters, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,

 because you know that your labor is not in vain.”
Jesus’ followers are to creatively implement in their generation the unique achievement realized by Jesus. 

You and I are to build on... to what Jesus has done; releasing God’s love and goodness into every circumstance and situation where we are.

Because God’s new age has already begun, what we do in this life in Jesus’ name and on his behalf, will carry forward. Again I quote from Tom Wright:

“Our efforts, whether in Bible study or biochemistry, 


whether in preaching or in pure mathematics, 


whether in sharing Jesus or caring for God’s creation,


whether in digging ditches or in composing songs of praise, 


whether in feeding the poor or feeding our children –


all of this, when done in Jesus’ name, will last and make a difference 


in the new age when it is fully inaugurated.”

The resurrection of Jesus is the basis of the Christian’s hope.

It’s why we can face death with peace.

But when we center our lives in Jesus and live as his friends, his resurrection revolutionizes, not just our hope, but our day to day lives. 
Where is Jesus leading you to go?

What is he inviting you to do?

How is he leading you to spend your life?
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