Uniquely Jesus: The Ongoing Story

week of September 17, 17
Acts 1:9-14. The Ascension of Jesus

Passage:   Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-11
Other than knowing from the Scripture that it actually happened, what implication(s), if any, does the ascension of Jesus have upon how we live out our faith here and now? 
There are four important things to note in our passage for today. All of this are “big picture” emphases! Watch for which of these emphases God’s Spirit impresses upon you as ones to think more deeply upon; to pray into; to draw encouragement from; to act in faith upon.

1. v.9. What happened to Jesus as he disappeared?
When Jesus came to earth, he did not stop being divine to become human, and when he returned to heaven, he did not stop being human to become divine again.

Hebrews 1:3 – “…[Jesus] is…the exact representation of God’s being…”
Colossians 2:9 – “…in [Jesus] Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form…”
Why is the verb tense in these verses so important.

What does the verb tense teach us about Jesus?
Interact with what Tom Wright has written about this:
God’s space and ours - heaven and earth...are, though very different, 
not far away from one another...   Surprised by Hope, p.116    Heaven and earth are the two halves of God’s created world...two different but inter-locking dimensions...  Acts for Everyone, p.11
...which intersect in a whole variety of ways... even while they retain for the moment...their distinct identities and roles.... One day they will be joined...open and visible to one another... Surprised by Hope, p.116
Are there other Scriptures that come to your mind that also speak of this reality - how close heaven and earth are to one another?
What happened, as Jesus was taken up before their eyes until a cloud hid him from their sight?  He physically passed from one dimension to another.  But this is what happened, again and again, during the forty days after his resurrection - he would appear, and then he would be gone; but not as a ghost. Jesus would appear and then be gone, as he moved with ease between heaven and earth. 
See Luke 24:13-49; John 20:24-28.
There is mystery here. But mystery does not signify uncertainty.
2.  What else happened when Jesus disappeared from their sight; when he entered the dimension of heaven?
Read Daniel 7:13-14 and then interact with Tom Wright’s statement:
 “The ascension of Jesus’ fulfilled Daniel 7 in a dramatic and unexpected way. Jesus was “the one,” like a son of man, whom Daniel had foreseen in his vision. When Jesus ascended, [and disappeared from sight], he was exalted into the very presence of God himself, where he was given authority, glory and sovereign power, and all worshipped him.”


Acts for Everyone, p.14.
Based on the Scriptures below, describe in what capacity Jesus is supreme. 
Ephesians 1:20-22 – “[God] seated [Jesus] at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything…”
Philippians 2:9 – “God exalted [Jesus] to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name…”
1 Peter 3:21b-22 – “[because] Jesus Christ [rose from the dead and] has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand – angels, authorities and powers [are] in submission to him.”
Are there any ways this truth about Jesus could breed arrogance in his followers?

In what ways does this truth grow confidence in you?
Jesus’ supremacy is presently unseen. It is easy to see the chaos in the world.
In what ways does Psalm 110:1-2 provide a godly perspective?
How do you train yourself to see the sovereignty of God?
3. v.11. Jesus will come back.
The coming of the Messiah to earth was the theme of the Old Testament.

The return of Jesus to the earth is the much-repeated theme of the New Testament.  Think of as many ways as possible in which the return of Jesus is to impact his followers. Which one of these most resonates with you?
Why do you think Jesus wants us to live with a sense of urgency?
What things distract you for pursuing Jesus’ mission?
See Hebrews 10: 23-25.
How can we spur one another on regarding the mission of Jesus?

Be as specific as you can. 
4. Read v.12-14. The connection between mission, and prayer and worship.
Tom Wright says: “It is in worship and prayer, that we who are still on the earth, find ourselves sharing in, and being energized by the life of heaven, where Jesus now bodily lives.”     Acts for Everyone, p.15.
During his years here on earth, the gospels clearly reveal that Jesus’ life was energized by the Holy Spirit. The testimony of John the Baptist in John 3:34, 
about Jesus, was this:  ‘the Father gives him the Spirit without limit.’
In each of the four gospels we read of Jesus regularly withdrawing from the crowds, and sometimes even from his closest disciples.  Why did he do this? Jesus regularly withdrew in order to pray. If Spirit-empowered ministry, for Jesus, was the overflow of his intimate communion with the Father... how could it be any different for us? If it is any knowledge we lack, what do you think it is?
We live in a unique time.
1804 - 1 billion

1927 - 2 billion

1959 - 3 billion

1974 - 4 billion

1987 - 5 billion

1999 - 6 billion

2011 - 7 billion
When and where you live has been uniquely determined by the Lord Jesus.

Read Psalm 139:16. Explain this verse.
Erwin McManus writes, “God has privileged us to live, not only in the greatest expansion of human population, but also with the greatest opportunity for the spread of the gospel. God would not allow us to live in a time of such great opportunity if he did not have on his heart the desire to pour out the greatest movement of his Spirit in human history.”        
An Unstoppable Force, p.48.
This is why our mission statement says: we exist to be God’s agents of a spiritual awakening in Sooke. How do you understand being “God’s agents?”
Do you agree/disagree and why with the following statements?
-> When we worship; when we pray, heaven responds. And, if we don’t... heaven is silent.

-> When we are empowered by the Spirit in a particular ministry effort, Satan is driven back. But when we act in our strength... Satan can hold his ground.
-> If we share the truth of Jesus with grace, through the power of the Spirit, people enter into a relationship with Jesus. But if we’re silent, or if we just talk without the Spirit’s power... people remain far from Jesus.

-> When we say ‘yes’ to Jesus’ agenda, and ask, and wait for the power from heaven, his kingdom advances. But if our own agenda is what’s most important... Jesus’ will can be frustrated.

Having ascended to heaven, Jesus continues his work on earth, by working with us to advance the kingdom of God.
Acts 17:27 – “…in him we live and move and have our being.”
Which of these four emphases, did God’s Spirit impress upon you: 

to think more deeply upon; 

to pray into; 

to draw encouragement from; 

to act in faith upon?
Pray for one another that having “heard the truth,” you will now “act upon the truth.”
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