Mary: An Ordinary Girl; An Extraordinary Response
              November 26, 17
Fifteen and Very Pregnant
The word advent means “the coming or arrival of any important person or event.”
The season of Advent is the time before Christmas when we retell the story of the coming of Jesus Christ to earth.
We do so, not just to remember the facts, though that is important.

Why else do we rehearse the story of Jesus’ birth?

As we remember the cost of what he did for us – it spurs us on to live in a manner worthy of him - see Ephesians 4:1.

Last week I had several people ask me, why December 25?
The tradition of celebrating Jesus’ birth on December 25 was developed long after the New Testament period.  How long?

The earliest mention of some sort of observance on December 25 is in the Philoclian Calendar, in the year 336. 

It would seem December 25 was chosen in part because it coincided with the pagan festivals celebrating Saturnalia and the winter solstice.  By using the date of December 25, the state church of that day offered to people what they thought would be a Christian alternative to the pagan festivities.

However, the fact is, the exact day of Jesus’ birth is unknown.

What specific biblical details we are given of Jesus’ birth are all found in the Gospels. 
And nowhere is there any mention... of a specific birth date, or a birth year.

But lots of important information about his birth is given. 
Matthew 2:1: …Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod…
We know that Herod died in 4 B.C. 
Therefore, we know Jesus was born before that date.
When Herod found out through the Magi there was a rival king, he ordered his soldiers to kill all baby boys two years old and younger in the vicinity of Bethlehem.
This indicates that Jesus had to have been younger than 2 years, because Herod would have extended the parameters of his kill order, in order to be absolutely certain that he eliminated this potential rival.
This detail helps us to place the date of Jesus birth between 6 and 4 B.C.

Luke 2:1-2 notes two other important facts: 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. This was the first census that took place when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
We know that Caesar Augustus reigned from 27 B.C. to A.D. 14.
We also know that Quirinius was governor of Syria during the same time period, with records of a census in Judea that took place in approximately 6 B.C. 
When you put these historical details together, we can conclude, that the most likely time of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem was 6-5 B.C.

https://www.gotquestions.org/what-year-was-Jesus-born.html
It may trouble some that we are unable to be any more specific.

But it isn’t that God is purposefully vague.

He provided all kinds of details about Jesus’ birth - even what the baby was wearing – “swaddling clothes”—and where he slept—“in a manger” (Luke 2:12). 
These details were provided because they speak of Jesus’ nature and character and the purpose for which he came.

The fact that God chose not to tell us a birth date for Jesus indicates, that in his estimation, this detail is not the important one. 
What is important is that Jesus came to earth; that he was born as a baby.
Zechariah 2:10: Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, 
and I will live among you,' declares the LORD.
The angel who announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds, said to them: 
“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10). 
This is what we celebrate at Christmas – that God came and lived among us!

https://www.gotquestions.org/December-25.html
_________________________________________________________________

So as I said last week, this year we will look at the Christmas story primarily through the eyes of Mary.

Read Matthew 1:18.
…pledged to be married…
To be engaged today is very different from an engagement 2000 years ago in Palestine. 
Back then, a couple, in the presence of legal witnesses, would pledge their faithfulness to each other. 
After the betrothal ceremony, the woman would return to her home, and the man would return to his home… to make it ready for his wife. 

At a day and hour unknown to the woman, when her husband had finished all preparations, he would come to take her to his home where the marriage would be consummated.

In the eyes of the law, the betrothal commitment was legally binding.

It conferred on the couple the status of husband and wife.

If one party got “cold feet,” and wanted to back out, it required a writ of divorce to do so. 
Or if one of them were to be killed or to die during the betrothal period, the other would be viewed by the law as a widow or a widower.
There is a detail, that is very important of us to be aware of, regarding the birth of Jesus.
Though the engaged couple were legally viewed as husband and wife, they would not be sexually intimate with one another, until... the man had prepared his home and brought the woman to live in it.

The Christmas story, as told in the gospels, begins... after Joseph and Mary’s betrothal, but before their marriage had been consummated.
It was during this time that Mary “…was found to be pregnant...” 
She did not become pregnant because:


a) she and Joseph had been sexually intimate

b) she had been unfaithful to Joseph, and had sexually been with someone else
Mary became pregnant …through the Holy Spirit…
I recognize that when we read this, it is as difficult for people today to believe this, as it was back then.
Do you remember the excuse people used years ago - “the devil made me do it?”

That line was never a believable defense.

And in the minds of everyone, neither was Mary’s defense - “God did it!”

There are things in the Bible that are not understood… without faith.

Let me explain.

Hebrews 11:3 says that God spoke into existence all that is.

Creation, is something that people today find difficult to believe.

But Hebrews 11:3 begins with an important phrase: “By faith we understand…”
Understand what?

“…that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what is visible.”
There are definitely things we must... think upon... and think through... in order to understand.

And then there are things that require... faith... to understand.
Creation is one; and the miraculous circumstances of Jesus’ birth, is another.
Why does it matter that Mary became pregnant through the Holy Spirit?

The virgin birth was the only means as to how Jesus could... in one person, 

be both God and sinless man. 

The circumstances of Jesus’ birth are inseparable from who he is.

You cannot take away his virgin birth and still end up with someone who is the Savior of the world.

The OT Scriptures did confirm, in a most extraordinary way, Mary’s explanation to her family and to Joseph, as to how she became pregnant.
When Gabriel appeared to Mary, he said, Luke 1:35: 
The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the Holy One to be born will be called the Son of God.
Seven hundred years earlier the prophet Isaiah had written (7:14): The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and you will call him Immanuel.            
Many OT prophecies had double fulfillments, including this one in Isaiah.
There was the immediate, which the entire chapter of Isaiah 7 explains. 
And then, there was a secondary fulfillment, one that was hidden in plain sight – that applied to the circumstances of Jesus’ birth.
In the NT, the theme of “mystery” is spoken of nine times.
Romans 16:25; 1 Corinthians 2:7; Ephesians 1:9-10; Ephesians 3:4-5; Ephesians 3:9-11; Colossians 1:25-27
Colossians 2:2-3; Colossians 4:3-4; 1 Timothy 3:16

I’ve put into the Life Group Discussion Questions, as well as the notes posted on the website a list of those nine Scriptures. 
I would encourage you to read each of them and then take note of the greater context of the passage in which the word “mystery” is used.

All of them connect to the coming of Jesus, and the revealing of God through him.
Back to Isaiah 7.

It is true that the word virgin, used by Isaiah can be translated both young girl and a girl who has not had sex.
The immediate fulfillment of the Isaiah 7:14 prophecy happened through a young girl who did become pregnant, like every woman becomes pregnant. 
God’s promise to King Ahaz was that before this young woman’s child was old enough to know the difference between right and wrong, God’s help would come to the nation of Judah – God would deal with Rezin and Aram, both kings of nations. who were threatening to harm Judah.
And the prophecy was fulfilled just as God said it would.
But through Isaiah, God foretold, there would be another woman - and this woman, would not just be a young girl, but a virgin.
And the son born to her would be called Immanuel - because this child, would be the Messiah - he would be God with us.

Was Joseph familiar with the prophecy of Isaiah?
Most likely he was.
But did he and others of that day, realize the implications of Isaiah’s prophesy, that the Messiah, (1) would come as a… baby; and (2) be born… to a virgin?
As Mary tried to explain to Joseph how she was pregnant, for Joseph, the only believable explanation was not the word of the angel, or the prophecy of Isaiah. 
His conclusion was that Mary had been intimate with another man. 
Read Matthew 1:19

It took direct intervention by God to convince Joseph that Mary was telling him the truth - that she had not been unfaithful to him. 
Read Matthew 1:20-21
Just as God had chosen Mary to be the mother of the Messiah, so the Lord had chosen Joseph: to be a husband for Mary and a step-father to the child she was carrying.

As the angel spoke with Joseph, three things were emphasized to him.
Matthew 1:20-21

As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, (1) “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. (2) [The baby inside] her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. She is going to have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for (3) he will save his people from their sins.” 
1. Proceed with your marriage

2. Mary told you the truth
3. Her baby is incredibly special and unique
Joseph hadn’t believed Mary. How did he respond to the angel? 
Read Matthew 1:24-25
Just in case you are wondering, I do remember that at the start I had told you, this Advent we would look at the Christmas story through the eyes of Mary.
And while it seems we’ve focused primarily on Joseph today, we did so because his response impacted Mary and her response to the Lord.
Through all the uncertainty she experienced while waiting to see whether or not Joseph would divorce her; or whether or not her family would disown her; and whether or not she would live the rest of her life as an outcast…she held on to God.
And remember, she did so as a fifteen year old.

Why did God ask of Mary what he did?  
Why would God even think of putting her reputation and life at risk as he did?
This is what we know to be true of God, his purposes and his activity here on earth.
· The Lord involves individuals to accomplish his purposes in their time.

We don’t choose God. 
He chooses us.

We don’t invite God to be a part of what we’re doing. 
He invites us to be a part of what he is doing.

And there is great blessing to the person who says yes to God.

When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, it was time... for the promise God had made long ago in the Garden to be fulfilled.

It was time... for the One who would crush the head of the serpent...to be born.

And Mary was chosen by God to be the mother of the serpent-crusher.

Whatever the role we play, it is a role given to us by God; and to be asked by him to be a part of what he is doing…is privilege.
Let me remind you: there is a fullness of time that God has for Sooke.

There are things that God has been actively percolating for years and decades. 
There are people living in this town whom God purposes to save and bring into his kingdom. 
And just as it was for Mary, there is a calling on each of our lives - to be a part of advancing God’s kingdom in Sooke.

This is why you and I are here at this time.

God is asking each of us – will you join me?

· The Lord who can do anything, frequently chooses to accomplish the impossible through those who partner with him.
The impossible was done through Mary.

The impossible will look different in our lives, but it will still be something that without God cannot be done.

I remind you: the real and enduring story of our lives will not be what we did; but what God did through us.
This past year, we’ve taken many steps forward in being Jesus’ people in our community.
There are many more yet to be taken.

And until Jesus returns, or we die, we are on mission with him.

The Christmas story has to be understood in this context: since the beginning, in fact, even before the beginning, the Triune God determined that they would rescue humanity from the power of sin and the curse of death.

It is the Godhead’s passion for humanity that explains why… 
the Father was willing to send the Son into the world; 
why the Son was willing to go into the world; 
why the Spirit descended and rested upon Jesus during his time here on earth; and why together, they were willing to ask Mary to put her reputation on the line.
There is a saying, “the safest place to be is in the will of God.”

While this is true, God will lead his people into dangerous places, and ask them to take on tasks that are high risk.
If God himself takes risks, you need to know, he will ask the same of us.
When someone chooses to follow Jesus, the commitment they make to him, puts their life at his disposal; to use in whatever way(s), he sees as best.
Having made that commitment, why would we be shocked... or disappointed... or frustrated... that Jesus asks so much of us or doesn’t always explain why he is doing what he is doing with our lives?
Examples

The Lord didn’t discuss with OT Joseph why he was being sold as a slave; or why Potiphar’s wife was allowed to wrongfully accuse him; or why he had to be imprisoned for so many years.
I’m certain it would have been so much easier for Joseph if God had revealed to him the bigger picture. And in one sense, God had - through the dreams Joseph had as a teenager.

But those years in captivity were not wasted. 
That was when the character of Joseph was forged and he was made ready to be second in command of Egypt.
The nation of Israel stood before the Red Sea, with the armies of Egypt behind them.  The Lord didn’t give details as to why he had brought them out of Egypt to a place where it seemed they would be slaughtered.
How else would God have dealt with the great evil being done by Pharaoh?

How else would they have experienced God’s faithfulness and seen with their own eyes his power?
How else would they have learned that God could be trusted?

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, along with Daniel had resolved to faithfully live for God.

But God didn’t explain that their commitment would lead to them being sentenced to death, and thrown into a raging furnace.
But how else would their lives have shown to the Babylonians that the God of Heaven can save to the uttermost??
I could go on. But you get the idea.
Knowing that the Lord is good, is why we choose to trust him – why we believe that his reasons for doing something are always good. 

We must remember that unlike us, Jesus sees the bigger picture; the perspective from eternity; the long range view that we are unable to perceive.
We learn faith, by trusting Jesus even when we can’t see the outcome.
Yes, our commitment and our obedience to Jesus will cost us.

It did for Mary.
But she also was given great privilege.
* She had the honor of being the mother of God’s Messiah.
* She had the privilege of watching Jesus grow up… through his infancy, his childhood. teen and early adult years.

* She played the role given to her by God as her son acted to save the human race. 

Did Mary know all this when the angel first told her she would become pregnant? No! 
All she knew was that the Lord is good.

This is why she did not hesitate nor did she fear saying yes to him.
“May it be to me as you have said.”
God’s power in her equipped her to be the mother of the Messiah.

And the same God who came to Mary, comes to us.
Anyone who has paid anything to follow Jesus, would tell you - the gain of knowing Christ, and making one’s life available to him, is surpassingly greater than any cost or anything lost. 

The Blessing

Psalm 23
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