Mary: An Ordinary Girl; An Extraordinary Response
              November 26, 17
Fifteen and Very Pregnant
The word advent means “a coming or an arrival of any important event or person.”

The season of Advent is the time before Christmas when we retell the story of the coming of Jesus Christ to earth.

Read Matthew 1:18.
…pledged to be married…

Put in your own words, the difference between engagement then and now.

The Christmas story as told in the gospels, begins... after Joseph and Mary’s betrothal, but before their marriage had been consummated.
 …was found to be pregnant...
How might you have responded in Mary’s situation? Explain.
…through the Holy Spirit…
What would have been your reaction had you been in Joseph’s situation? Explain.
Read Luke 1:35
There are things in the Bible that are not understood… without faith.
What are some of those “things” for you?

Explain in your own words why the virgin birth of Jesus is essential to who he is and what he did.
Read Isaiah 7:1-16.

Explain the immediate fulfillment of the prophecy.

Read Matthew 1:22-23 for the Messianic fulfillment.

In the NT, the theme of “mystery” is spoken of nine times. Read each of these verses and take note of their context and what it says regarding the “mystery.”
Romans 16:25

1 Corinthians 2:7

Ephesians 1:9-10; 3:4-5; 3:9-11

Colossians 1:25-27; 2:2-3; 4:3-4

1 Timothy 3:16
Do you think Joseph was familiar with the prophecy of Isaiah? 
Do you think he and others of that day, realized the implications of Isaiah’s prophesy, that the Messiah, (1) would come as a… baby; and (2) be born… to a virgin?  Why? Why not?

Read Matthew 1:19
It took direct intervention by God to convince Joseph that Mary was telling him the truth - that she had not been unfaithful to him. 
Are there difficult commands of God, that you know you should obey, but you struggle to do so? What do you think it will take for you to trust God?
Talk together about the three things we know to be true about God, his purposes and his activity here on earth.
· In addition to world events, he Lord directs the lives of his people.
It is not fate or chance that determines what happens to you and me.
Jesus reigns from heaven over the earth.

· The Lord involves individuals to accomplish his purposes in their time.
We don’t choose God. He chooses us. We don’t invite God to be a part of what we’re doing.  He invites us to be a part of what he is doing.

There is a fullness of time that God has for Sooke - there are things that God has been actively percolating for years and decades. This is why you are here at this time.

· The Lord who can do anything, frequently chooses to accomplish the impossible through those who partner with him.
If God himself takes risks, you need to know this - while the safest place is to be in the will of God; God will take his people into dangerous situations and places.
How do you respond to that statement?
We must remember that unlike us, Jesus sees the bigger picture; the perspective from eternity; the long-range view that we are unable to perceive. If we could see what he saw, we would totally agree with what he is doing. But we learn faith, by trusting him when we can’t see.
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